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£ - V ■■. ’5>,i and the Jordanian people on the 
^ -. ; - $} I occasion of Eid El Fitr . 

<\ : -' ^ jj The Star will not appear next 

% ' Thursday. The coming edition will 
come out on Thursday 20 February. 
Happy Eid! 
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JPA and government move to restrain I 
weeklies, prevent changes to press law 1 


Ramadan! Evenings until 
Suhour time 
Iffcar Heals 

Hubble Bubble (Hargile) 
Ramadan! Drinks 
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By Raed AJ Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
THE JORDAN Press Associa¬ 
tion (JPA) and the government 
are quietly worfcing'together lo 
contain a crisis that threatens to 
curtail freedom enjoyed by the 
press in Jordan since’the advent 
of democracy and the passing 
of a “liberal" press and publica¬ 
tion law in 1993. The current 
crisis is not unrelated to an offi¬ 
cial distaste for the content and 
style of most local weeklies, 
which goes back for more than 
three years. 

Now Lower House deputies, 
mostly Islamists, have mobi¬ 
lized to pressure the govern¬ 
ment into amending the present 
press law and have called in 
effect for introducing legisla¬ 
tion lo regulate press freedom. 
So far the government has been 
careful not to endorse the depu¬ 
ties' demand. But senior cabi¬ 
net ministers have said that if 
the press law is to be amended 
in these tense conditions, then 
anything can be expected; 
including the arbitrary shut¬ 
down of newspapers. 

The crisis erupted after a. 
local weekly published a sensa¬ 
tional story that dealt with inti¬ 
mate marital issues. The story 
was seen as offensive, graphi¬ 
cal in its headlines and even 
downright obscene. 

Public opinion was so out¬ 
raged by the headlines of the 
newspaper that Islamist depu¬ 
ties, Bassam A1 Umoush 
launched a vehement attack on 
the “sensational and yellow 
press” and demanded that the 
government make, necessary 
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fell. 

its council helJ extensive 
meetings and finally issued a 
stern warning to chief editors 
who are violating legal, profes¬ 
sional and eihic.il codes and 
promised to activate the JPA's 
disciplinary councils. It threat¬ 
ened that those found guilty of 
dishonoring their profession 
could face expulsion from the 
association, which under the 
press and the JPA laws auto¬ 
matically revokes the editor's 
credentials. 

But the JPA wanted the gov¬ 
ernment. and the deputies, to 
know that it cannot be side¬ 
stepped in any suggested meas¬ 
ure. The government, on the 
other hand, is aware that any 
tinkering with the current laws 
will be considered as a step 
backward for democracy and 
press freedom. It would prefer 


to let the JPA deal with the 
mess. 

So one cold February eve¬ 
ning. a meeting was held at the 
association's headquarters 
attended by the ministers of 
in format tun and justice. Dr 
Mnrwun Mu usher and Mr 
Abdel Karim Al Dughmi. the 
council of the JPA and chief 
editors of most Jordanian 
weeklies. 

Chief editors agreed not to 
cross three main lines that are 
considered "labuos" for the 
press to deal with abusivclv. 
These are national unity, cultu¬ 
ral values and traditions and 
pcrsunal lives of individuals 
whether public or private. 

It goes without saying that 
these three issues have always 
been subject to controversy 
cvcrsince the press was 

Continued on page 2 
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The sensation is on its way out 


amendments to the press law to 
ensure that such practices are 
stopped. 

Fearing another fall out with 
the Lower House, the govern¬ 
ment could only respond by 
promising to study any propo¬ 
sal presented by the legislature. 
The National Guidance Com¬ 
mittee of the Lower House was 
to be asked to present its rec¬ 
ommendations to put an end to 
the phenomenon of weeklies 
that “cany indecent, obscene 
and unacceptable articles that 
tarnish oar cultural values and 
traditions.” 


What added to ihc deputies' 
anger was the fact that some 
weeklies were seen as crossing 
the line in their personal 
attacks against deputies and 
other public figures. 

Sensing that public mood 
was ready to back such meas¬ 
ures. which could cost journal¬ 
ists professional freedoms 
earned under the current law. 
the JPA decided to intervene. 
Its intervention, at a time when 
its own draft law was sched¬ 
uled to be debated by Parlia¬ 
ment in this session, the JPA 
decided to make its presence 


Weather 

Outlet 


J ■ It promises to he a sunny 
I hut cold eid el far holiday. 
/ ' according to the weatherman. 

High pressure is moving 
slowly Into the East Mediler- 
ranean region, hut polar air 
w will continue lo sweep in from 

* northern Europe across Tur- 

QjirtOOfe key. The weather will be 

partly cloudy on Monday 
with a chance for scattered 
local showers. Temperatures will drop to below their sea¬ 
sonal averages. The weatherman expects more rain hy the 
end of the week. 

Over the last few days, the Kingdom was exposed to a cold 
air mass moving in from northern Europe resulting from 
a low depression centering over northern Syria and mov¬ 
ing eastward. 

Continued on page 3 


Bodies of Israeli soldiers recovered from the crash site Tuesday night 

Israel mourns dead soldiers 
after worst air disaster 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM iAgencies)—Israel on Wednesday mourned the death of 73 soldiers who 
perished late Tuesday when two Israeli military helicopters ferrying troops and ammunition into Leb¬ 
anon apparently collided and crashed in heavy fog over the northern Galilee. The two planes were on 
their way to bases in the Israeli-occupied buffer zone in southern Lebanon. An investigation into the 
cause of the accident has begun. 

President Ezer Weizmann, a former Israeli Air Force commander, called the crash "the worst air 
disaster in Israel's history." 

Witnesses told reporters the two US-made Sikorsky CH53 helicopters slammed together in midair 

Continued on page 2 

Embattled regime in Sudan 
threatened by conflict 


Husseini solicits 
Jordan ’s help on 
Jerusalem 


By Hamdan Al Hajj 
Special io The Star 
THE LATEST talks between 
Prime Minister Abdel Karim 
Al Kabariti and Faisal Al Hus¬ 
seini who visited Jordan last 
week were focused on Jerusa¬ 
lem which remains a thorny 
issue in the final status negoti¬ 
ations between Palestinians 
and Israelis. 

Al Husseini, who is in 
charge of the Jerusalem file in 
the Palestine National Author¬ 
ity, told the Prime Minister 
that the Arab inhabitants of 
Jerusalem are subjected to 
daily ill-treatment by Israelis 
in a bid to force them out of 

the city. . . , 

Husseini warned that Israeli 
policies are aimed at changing 
the demographic structure of 
the holy city and exerting pres¬ 
sure on Palestinians to accept 
Israeli conditions before the 
final status negotiatiqns 
approaches. By that time, the 
PNA, according to Al Hus¬ 


seini, will have nothing to 
negotiate on with Israelis. 

. Al Husseini's visit to Jordan 
was targeted at discussing the 
issue of Jerusalem with His 
Majesty King Hussein who 
shows much concern for this 
holy city and acknowledges 
the rights of Palestinians to 
establish their state on Pales¬ 
tinian land. 

■ On the other hand, the issue 
of Judaizing Jerusalem was on 
top of the agenda of the meet¬ 
ing that was held recently 
between' Kabariti and the 
Lower House Committee of 
Arab . and International 
Affairs. However, the Prime 
Minister told members of the 
committee that the PNA pays 
as much attention to the case 
of refugees. 

Mr Kabariti stressed that 
Jordanian-Palestinian relations ’ 
are moving on the right track. 
He confirmed that the clouds 

Continued on page 2 


30mm 
■apt*?*.- tueffw 


J 'Mr,. 


“a**** 






JUMBO ROUNDUP—Paul Seigel, director of field activities for the International 
Fund for Animal Welfare, leads elephants from the streets of Bangkok to the Bankapi 
Sanctuary outside the city. Dozens of elephants have been removed from the traffic and 
dangers of the city, along with their owners who will continue to entertain tourists in 
the safety of the sanctuary . (Feature Photo Service) 


By John Daniszewskl 

LA Times.-Washington Post 
News Service 

WAD EL MAHI. Sudan- 
Piled high on overloaded die¬ 
sel trucks with their piteous 
cooking pots, bicycles and 
straw beds, thousands of 
Sudanese are making a halt¬ 
ing escape northward on a 
rutted dirt track to escape a 
confusing new war. 

From whom are they flee¬ 
ing? “Ethiopians! Jews! 
Tigrcuns!” the black Muslim 
peasants, dressed in white 
cotton robes and skullcaps, 
declare without hesitation. 

The Islamist government in 
Khartoum has blamed a 
cook’s stew of foreign adver¬ 
saries—including Israel. Brit¬ 
ain and the United States— 
for the latest bout of war nib¬ 
bling at its vast frontiers. If 
one subscribes to domino the¬ 
ories. the remote bush battles 
developing here in northeast¬ 
ern Africa could have ramifi¬ 
cations tor political Islam not 
only in Sudan. Africa's larg¬ 
est country and one of its 
poorest, but also in the nearby 
Middle East. 

The anguish is visible on 
the faces of the dispossessed, 
and this much seems certain 
with the eruption of the new 
conflict: A nation of 30 mil¬ 
lion people long beset by pov¬ 
erty. hunger and strife is soon 
to be facing even more 
misery. 

In an offensive that began 
Jan. 12, combatants crossed 
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into Sudan from Ethiopia, 
occupied two border towns 
and seized a ribbon of terri¬ 
tory 120 miles long and 20 
miles wide. Although Sudan 
has a perennial civil war to 
the south, near its border with 


tanda \ Ken y a 


Uganda and Zaire, it was the 
first time in a decade that it 
has faced an assault from the 
east. 

The identity of the invaders 
Continued on page 2 



In Egypt, public outcry over teen ‘cutf 


By Nicholas Goldberg 

M Times- Washington Post 
Newsservice . 

rAlRO—In * e dead of n, ^ 1£ 
week, Egyptian security 

forces burst into the houses of 
of affluent Caiofem.- 
.. QlV i arrested more Item 75 

SgSttn**** 

worship* 

In the days : 

that followed* 

as their con- ||/(Wf 
fessions ” . 

leaked out w pv A py 
local newspa- p c M 
pens, mel ^ 
bers ofjje 

coll JL; s jflB and glori- 

adn,i “1»™ bladc 
gening u> Wf 

mC iaJ music. . newspaper 
confessing 
accounts induced sex 

rfasssr* 

homfy “I,. Much «« 

SSSS2-® 


• “If- they renounce their 
beliefs, they may be pardoned,” 
Grand Mufti Nasser Farid Was- 
sel said last week, calling the 
alleged Satanists “apostates." 
“But if they persist in their sin, 
we should carry out the penalty 
prescribed, by Islamic law.” 

The penalty for apostasy is 
death. The penalty 
yfrV for “undermining” 
jBjJVjjJia or “deriding” relig- 
fSgjgf ion is three years in 

iJnjr prison. More than 

30 of those arrested 

O r-'f . were released from 
*, v jail for lack of evi- 
- ; dence, but the rest 

remain behind bars. 


The episode has offered 
Egyptians -an opportunity for 
self-examination. While a few 
voices have argued that the 
activities of the young Satanists 
were overdramatized, most, of 
the response has been lo 
bemoan the spread of foreign 
influences that have “cor¬ 
rupted” Egyptian youth and 
turned them away'from Islam. 
The.Egyptian Parliament, for 
instance, passed a motion last 
week .condemning “deviation 


from the traditions of Egyptian 
society.” 

First to be blamed for the 
appearance of the Satanic cult 
was heavy-metal music. Com¬ 
pact discs by Mctallica. Black 
Sabbath and Megadeth were 
said lo have been found at the 
homes of the alleged cullists. 
T-shirts primed with ‘strange 
designs" and Gothic symbols 
reportedly were seized hy the 
state security police. 

The Internet, which has been 
gaining popularity in Egypt in 
recent months, came in for sig¬ 
nificant criticism as’well. Tor 
giving Egyptian children easy 
access to presumably perverted 
Western ideas. 

“Clearly, on the back of the 
communications revolution, a 
large number of ideas opposed 
to traditional standards are now 
readily available and can be 
easily accessed on global net¬ 
works such as the Internet." 
wrote Al Ahram Chairman Ibra¬ 
him Nafie in a column in the 
newspaper. 

Some analysts went so far as 
to blame Western fast-food 
establishments, apparently 
because the “devil-worshipers"' 


had taken to meeting ai a | ^ 
local McDonald's. Salah > 
Abdel-Mcfal. a Cairo [ 
University sociology pro- i 
lessor, explained that , 
because Egyptian youth I ( 
find themselves living in ! » 
n cultural vacuum, "we j $ 
should noi he surprised u> ■ hi 
find them turning t>» }.* 

another culture, or stand- j l 
ing around in front of | 
fast-food restaurants, with 1 1p 
all (he cultural domina- I t.i 
lion that that implies." j t 

Looking slightly deeper | j 
for explanations, some j L| 
analysis have cited the I St 
breakdown of the Egyp- [ ■ 
lian family structure. Ihc 1 W 
weakening of Islam in I ■ 
Egyptian society, and the i 
failure of affluent parents ,T 
lo expend the time and 
effort needed 10 raise ihcir 
children properly. 

And finally, there were those 
who turned lo Israel to explain 
the phenomenon of devil wor¬ 
ship. The head of al-A/hur. the 
highest authority of Sunni Mus¬ 
lims—who make up the major¬ 
ity of Islam’s followers—called 
the Salanic cull part of “a Zion- 
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} oitng Egyptians accused of devil worship 


ist plm aimed al sowing cor¬ 
ruption." Outers did the same. 

“We should not undcresli- 
muie i he role played by the 
archenemy of Egypt and of ihc 
Arab and Muslim world, the 
slate th.il has recently smug¬ 
gled large quantities of drugs 
into Egypt with ihe intention of 


damaging the minds of the 
young, in subverting traditional 
values," Nafie wrote. 

So far. President Hosni 
Mubarak has remained silent 
on ihe issue of devil worship— 
seemingly the only public fig¬ 
ure in Egypt who has refrained 
from commenting. ■ 
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[Diplomatic efforts surge to 
iend suffering of Jordanian 
prisoners in Kuwait 


■ AMMAN iSturi—The case of 

• Ihe Jordanian prisoners in 

■ Kuwait is causing a public oui- 
Scr\ in Jordan. However. 

5 according to Omani and Qatari 
^diplomatic sources in Kuwait. 

jilic 35 Jordanian prisoners held 
»in jail are in good health. 

• Jordan called on Arab and 
•foreign diplomats to investigate 
ithe beatings of Jordanian pris- 

• oners by Kuwaiti special secur¬ 
ity officers that look place last 
■week. 

i His Majesty King Hussein 
■ summoned, early this week, the 
I American and British ambassa¬ 
dors in Amman and expressed 
•concern over reports about mis- 

• treatment »*| Jordanian prison- 
■ers in Kuwait. He asked them 
•lit clarify the situation- 

• However, a memo distrib¬ 
uted in Amman, early this 
"week, by relatives of the pris¬ 
oners eon finned that 400 
-Kuwaiti officers broke into ihc 
•Slcibiyeh Central prison on 22 
•January and attacked prisoners 
•with clubs. 

I The Jordanian prisoners 
“were badly hcaten and 20 of 
■them were transferred to hospi¬ 
tal. suffering 1 mm broken 
•bones, three of ihcm remained 
*ia hospital. 

1 The Qatari ambassador in 
^Kuwait. Mohammad Al Ansari 
{explained that “what really hap- 
■pened was that a Kuwaiti pris¬ 
oner escaped from jail, and ibis 
■incident led to a change in the 
Swholc security system in 
!charec " 

; The new security guards 
"were imestigaiing other mat- 
jiers related m drug smuggling 
!.,nd cellular teleplmne sets that 
I were exchanged >cerctly 
J.tmnrvj prisoners ol Jitlerent 
iiuuioiialitics. Al Ansari told Ad 
•J Una■■**- Arabic daily. 

' \\ hen the guards searched in 
the cells m look tor those 
■banned iicms. they cljshed 
•with |n.ni-Jordanian! prisoners 
'who committed ro hecamc vio¬ 
lent and damaged various 
things in the cells. 


Al Ansari confirmed that all 
prisoners were asked to go out 
where they were searched, but 
pointed out thiit Jordanians 
were not the target. 

The Omani ambassador. 
Nasir Al Khrousi who also vis¬ 
ited the prison accompanied by 
the head of the Kuwaiti Red 
Crescent told the Kuwaiti daily 
Arab Tunes that Jordanian pris¬ 
oners informed him that they 
are in good condition. 

AJ Khrousi was quoted by 
the newspaper as saying that he 
interviewed 35 detained prison¬ 
ers who pointed oul that they 
arc put in a special ward far 
away from prisoners with crim¬ 
inal offences. Thcv stressed 
that the political detainees were 
not involved in last incidents. 

Meanwhile, a delegation rep¬ 
resenting the relatives of the 
prisoners visited the Prime 
Ministry to inquire about the 
situation of their relatives in 
Kuwaiti jail. 

Government response is 
cool, observers say. Officials 
say that they are still waiting 
official confirmations from 
Kuwait aboul alleged torture of 
Jordanian prisoners stressing 
that it could not act until such 
confirmation is received. 

But the wisdom of this pol¬ 
icy is questioned by many in 
Jordan who say that it would be 
seen as a sign of weakness by 
the Kuwaitis. Already calls can 
be heard from popular organi¬ 
zations for the government to 
lake a strong position in this 
regard. 

The International Red Cross 
office in Amman, which has 
access to the prison, has 
declined to confirm or deny the 
attack. 

The Freedoms Committee ol 
the Professional Associations, 
has taken the initiative to form 
a national committee to follow 
up on the situation of Jordanian 
prisoners in Kuwait 
The committee organized a 
meeting last Salurday that was 
attended by family members of 


ihe prisoners to decide on a 
course of action on behalf of 
the detainees. 

The families ol prisoners 
have long sought lo free their 
relatives that were held in 
Kuwait since March 1991 
when Kuwait was freed from 
Iraqi occupation. 

Back then the Kuwaiti 
authorities refused to confirm 
that they held any Jordanian 
prisoners. Today, the situation 
has changed. However, there 
are still Jordanians who arc 
missing. 

However, the committee is 
strongly following the ease of 
the latest prisoners. In its meet¬ 
ing last Wednesday, activists 
drew up a long-lerm plan to 
defend the right of Jordanian 
prisoners and to make sure that 
they would have good condi¬ 
tions. "We will follow up the 
prisoners case with interna¬ 
tional organizations to arrange 
to transfer them to complete | 
their sentences in Jordan.” Dr 
Ishaq Khairi. head of the com¬ 
mittee told The Star. For this 
purpose, “a panel will be 
fanned which will include rep¬ 
resentatives of the families of 
the detainees and influential 
public figures as well as nomi¬ 
nees from the Arab Organiza¬ 
tion lor Human Rights and all 
other concerned organizations 
and associations." 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross in Kuwait 
told Ad Diutour that it paid a 
scries of visits lo the Central 
Prison in Kuwait and handed a 
report to the Kuwaiti authori¬ 
ties about the recent events. 

Kuwait has called on diplo¬ 
mats of Arab and friendly 
countries to visit the central jail 
and to sec for themselves about 
the conditions ol Jordanian 
detainees in Kuwait. 

The Kuwaiti State Security 
Court already convicted the 35 
Jordanian prisoners for their 
alleged •‘collaboration” with 
Iraq durinn its invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990-91. ■ 


Israel 

mourns dead 
soldiers after 
worst air 
disaster 

Continued from pagel 

before plummeting *«» ihe : 
ground in flames just south ul 
the Lebanese border. One : 
exploded immediately and lell 
in pieces into a cemetery at ; 
Kibbutz Daphna and the other, 
remaining intact until impact. . 
crashed Into an empty guest¬ 
house at a settlement called ! 
Shaar Yishiiv. the witnesses ' 
recounted. . | 

There were no reports ul : 
hostile lire and the Israeli mili¬ 
tary said the crash was assumed 
to be accidental, apparently the 
result of the midair collision in • 
poor visibility caused by rain . 
and fog. 

"I heard two explosions, and 
I ran outside." Syvia Cohen. , 
the guesthouse owner, told 
Israel" Radio. “1 saw the heli¬ 
copter hover in the air. and then 
it crashed into our guest house. 
And then there were explo¬ 
sions. Everything exploded. 

“A soldier was thrown from 
the helicopter." she continued. 
"He landed near me. He still 
had a pulse, but I couldn't save 
him. Il was awful, just too 
awful."" 

Flames, fueled by gasoline 
and exploding ammunition, 
shot into the air. The military 
cordoned off dozens ol square 
miles, creating massive traffic 
jams and preventing hundreds 
of residents from reaching their 
homes in the rolling lnrmland. 
Charred bodies were brought to 
a makeshift morgue in a nearby 
military base. The army set up 
| emergency hotlines lor inquir- 
| ing parents but the system 
i crashed several hours later 
• because of a flood ol calls. 

. • Military censors delayed 
‘ news of the disaster lor more 
, than two hours, seeking to noli- 
; fiy victims' families first. A 
r similar model of transport hcli- 
. copter crashed in 1 4 77 in the 
r West Bank, killing 54 para- 
I troopers. ■ 


! JPA and 
; weeklies, 


; Continued from page 1 

• emancipated. 

“ Ihe February 2 agreement 
; has us ciitics. Although there is 
•-.» ucncral consensus that the 
I JPA's role must be reactivated. 

• there is a feeling that the 
! restrictions arc too general and 

• I hi id and can be easily misin¬ 
terpreted by the JPA. the gov¬ 
ernment or the deputies- The 

• Code of Honor that wits agreed 
r. upon hv the general assembly 
:«r the JPA back in April 19% 
; had also emphasized on the 
; need to respect the three issues 
J in question. Bui the weeklies 

• were accused of trespassing on 


government move to restrain 
prevent changes to press law 


these taboos nonetheless. 

Minister of Information Mar- 
wan Muasher made it clear that 
all leaal cases initiated by the 
Press’and Publications Dept, 
recently were non political and 
all dealt with issues relating lo 
ethics. Journalists are now ask¬ 
ing aboul the norms that will 
guide the judgment of the JPA 
monitors on related violations? 

JPA's President Saif Al 
Sharif stressed that the JPA's 
disciplinary council will he 
firm in dealing with alleged 
violations "in accordance with 
the spirit of the Code ot 
Honor." 

"The association is warning 



against any attempt to amend 
the Press and Publication Law. 
unless such amendments aim to 
consolidate and guarantee press 
gains." the JPA statement said. 

•“There are logical reasons 
behind the recent escalation. 1 
personally support such strict 
measures", it was a result of an 
accumulated violations - ^ that 
happened in the past year." said 
Jihad Al Moumani. editor-in- 
chcif of At Bitad weekly, 
whose paper sparked public 
outrage when a headline on its 
front" page, two weeks ago. 
openly dealt with marital 
affairs and homosexuality. AI 
Moumani sent an apology to 
the JPA explaining that he was 
I not in charge at that time and 
that he was busy with the death 
of his uncle. 

There are more than 40 
licensed weeklies. 15 of which 
are publishing regularly. In 
recent weeks five more week¬ 
lies were licensed. Most arc 
sensational in nature and com¬ 
petition has led to increasing 
coverage of sexual issues and 
attack on public figures, as 
Moumani explained. 

At the time, the weeklies 
were considered by many as an 
alternative to a tame and con¬ 
servative daily press. Currently 
there are more than 25 legal 
cases against weekly papers, 
the majority are still before the 
courts. More than 10 have to 
deal with charges of "spreading 
immoral and pornographic 
materials.” 
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• A Muslim cleric examines the rich vegetable t^^teseen 

downtown Amman during the hustle-bustle common sight 

in the background shopping for the Iftar meaL This has become a common sig 

in Amman and other cities in Jordan. 
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# The art of mak¬ 
ing Qataicf f pan¬ 
cakes ) is a centu¬ 
ries-old tradition not 
only in Jordan but 
in the Arab world, 
located in the city 
center, Abu Alt’s 
Qataicf are one of 
the best in Amman. 
He has been making 
them for over 20 
scars. 



Embattled regime threatened by conflict 


Al Sharif 

The 2 February meeting has 
raised other related issues such 
as the detention of journalists 
and their alleged ill-treatment 
in prison. The latest case w'as 
that of Chief Editor of Abed 
Rtibbo weekly. Omar AI Nadi, 
who was denied bail and had 
his head clean shaven by a 
prison personnel while in cus¬ 
tody. Such treatment is usually 
awarded to common criminals. 
The JPA is said to have 
received assurances that jour¬ 
nalists will only be interrogated 
by a specially appointed prose¬ 
cutor and will stand trial belorc 
a special magistrate. 

Abed Rabbo's editor is rac¬ 
ing two cases of slander 
brouchl hy Minister of Public 
Works Abdel Hadi AI Majali. 
and Islamist deputy Ibrahim 
Zaid Al Kilani. ■ 


Continued from page I 

is a matter of debate. Sudan 
says Ethiopian army troops 
curried out the lightning 
attack. But the National Dem¬ 
ocratic Alliance—a partner¬ 
ship formed in l° 4 '5 between 
black African guerrilla fight¬ 
ers from southern Sudan and 
Arab foes of the regime from 
the north—says it Has 
invaded, without any help 
from outsiders. 

No one Lhinks the invaders 
have the numbers or weap¬ 
onry to defeat Sudan's armed 
forces. 

Rebel spokesmen say the 
real aim of the push, which is 
toward the strategic Roseires 
hydroelectric dam on the Blue 
Nile, is to trigger a coup or a 
popular uprising against the 
7 -year-old government, 

which is led by President 
Omar Hassan Ahmed Bashir 
and Parliament Speaker Has¬ 
san Turabi of the National 
Islamic Front. 

"In a way. this is a battle 
between Christianity and 
Islam.” said Khidcr Moussa 
Habir. the lanky, whitc- 
turbaned mayor of Wad cl 
Mahi. a town of 5.000 on the 
front line of the latest hattle. 
"We arc holy warriors. ... If 
they put their authority here, 
j then there will be no Islam. 

Wad el Mahi is 25 miles 
southeast of the dam. Its 
architecture consists of round, 
thatched mud huts set oil by 
straw fences. There is no 
electricity or pavement, and 
there arc no telephones. Herd¬ 
ers carry bows and arrows in 
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Bashir 

wooden quivers, and the most 
common locomotion is by 
donkey or. for the well-to-do. 
camel. 

For centuries this area on 
the upper tributaries of the 
Nile has been the southern 
edge of the Islamic world. 
When the sun sets, its inhabi¬ 
tants bow down in unison 
amid their baobab and thorn 
trees toward Mecca to pray. 

Muslims make up 70 per¬ 
cent of Sudan’s population, 
and Christians and Followers 
of traditional African relig¬ 
ions make up the other 30 per¬ 
cent. Since independence 
from Britain and Egypt in 
1956. there has been ongoing 
war between the Muslim 
north and the non-Muslim 
south, except during one 11 - 
ycar truce. During this period, 
an estimated 1.3 million peo¬ 
ple have died from the fight¬ 
ing and war-related hunger. 
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The rebels in the current 
offensive say they represent 
democracy, not a particular 
religion. They deny accusa¬ 
tions from Khartoum that 
they have been armed by 
Israel and the United States to 
topple one of the most mili- 
tantly Islamist governments 
in the region, one that has 
been a fixture on the US list 
of those who support terror¬ 
ism. Sudan’s most prominent 
foreign ally is Iran. 

The rebels’ claim to tran¬ 
scend the Muslim-Christian 
divide is bolstered by the sup¬ 
port they are now receiving 
from a number of prominent 
Muslim opposition politi¬ 
cians. including Sudan's last 
elected prime minister, Sadek 
Mahdi. who was ousted in a 
1989 military coup but 
remained in Sudan until he 
fled into exile in December. 

When a convoy of chanting 
demonstrators snaked through 
the city last week chanting 
“God is Great" and waving 
copies of the Koran, people 
on the street watched list¬ 
lessly. Ordinary Sudanese— 
merchants, students and even 
soldiers in uniform— 
volunteered to foreign jour¬ 
nalists that they would wel¬ 
come a change of regime. 

Although the government- 
controlled media has claimed 
that troops are mounting a 
vigorous counteroffensive, 
marshaling large numbers of 
fighLers to regain lost terri¬ 
tory, a visit to the combat 
^ area suggested that the initia¬ 
tive remained with the 
insurgents. 

There were no signs that 
heavy weapons or aircraft had 
been brought to the area, and 
little fortification was visible. 

Morale in the army, badly 
chewed up in its initial con¬ 
tact with the invaders, was 
low. “[ think if they get as far 
as here, then a large number 
of people will go over and 
join them," said one soldier in 
Damazin. requesting 

anonymity. 

"We want the situation lo 
change.” he said. “Instead of 
there being this government 
belonging lo Turabi. we want 
somebody else.” ■ 
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WEEK 


An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan AlAsmar 


Would they, won’t they! 

® With the increasing talk about an imminent cabinet 
reshuffle, the Islamic Action Front deputies appear to face 
splits in their ranks about to join or not to join. Split might 
be too harsh a word to use for the Islamic movement which 
has always been characterized by doves and hawks, that is 
Islamic deputies who would consider joining the 
government and those who would oppose. So this is really 
part of an on-going debate and some might even suggest 
that it is a healthy one too since it keeps the adrenalin going 
within the movement. During the last Shura Council of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, trouble occurred over the same point. 
The hawks, those who opposed participation in the 
government, won the vote. Bassam A1 Ummoush, 
considered a dove, withdrew from the meeting as he was 
not allowed io present his paper that was in favor of 
participation. But on the other hand, deputy Abdullah A) 
Akailch presented a paper calling for joining the 
government. A1 Ummoush said Al Akaileh’s paper was 
very pragmatic that was based on constructive thinking and 
scientific analysts. By contrast he said that the working 
paper against participation presented by deputy Haraam 
Said said nothing new. He pointed to the old cliches that it 
was haram to join this government or any other ones that do 
not strive for an Islamic state. Al Ummoush said that this is 
an old argument. However, the deputy would not commit 
himself as whether he would personally join the next 
government if he was asked to. 

Israeli and IIS investors flock to the 
Valley! 

■ Israeli and American investors could be having their eye 
on the Jordan Valley. Good news, relief at last it might be 
exclaimed. An Israeli and an American delegation visited 
the Valley earlier this week with'big investment projects m 
mind. It is understood that they are looking for 
money-spinning projects like fish-farming, industry ami 
tourism. What is more interesting, or sad as the case may 
be. is that farmer who, in an interview, expressed 
satisfaction over the Israeli interest in the Valley. Such a 
reaction would be considered natural in the light of neglect 
in that part of the world. The farmer of today, is not the 
confident, prosperous farmer of yesterday. With little help 
from the government, most farmers these days have 
accumulated huge debts, a situation that has been 
compounded by successive bad harvests. 


Scandal in the Doctors Association 

■ This time it is the Doctors 
Association. One would 
never have thought it, but 
there is a wide allegation of 
corruption and 

mismanagement It is also 

believed that JD 734,000 
have been embezzled from 
the fund of the association 
over many years. The 
association has also lost up to 
JD 2.1 million dinars because 
of speculation in stocks and 
shares. These, revelations are 
creating a major row. Doctors 
are now accusing their 
council of trying to cover up Al Dajani 
the allegations. If a full 

investigation is not carried out to see who the culprits are, 
they are threatening to take the council of the association to 
court This is seen as very bad timing fbr the upcoming 
April elections. It is also bad news for the current president 
of the association. Dr Bassam Al Dajani, who is standing 
for re-election. It is now safe to assume that the presidency 
will now be captured by the leftists, nationalists and 
centrists who are putting forward Dr Mohammad Al Owran 
as their candidate. 


Forgers caught red-handed 

■ Undercover police recently arrested two men in the 
Madaba govemorate for allegedly distributing forged JD 5 
and JD 20 banknotes. Sources at the Public Security 
Directorate said that it has been noticed recently that some 
forged banknotes were exchanged by people in Madaba. As 
a result investigations stated immediately and the forgers 
were arrested after confessing to the crime. The two men 
earlier rented a computer to draw and print forged notes of 
20 dinar bill. While facing difficulty in distributing the JD 
20 series, they began forging JD 5 banknote. 





# His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan attending the ceremony at the King Abdallah Mosque that was held last 
Tuesday by the Ministry of Awqaf in celebration of Leilet al Qadr (the night the Holy Qoran was revealed to Prophet 
Mohammad). The Prince called for the establishment of an International Zakat (alms) and Support Foundation. He 
referred to the importance of the Zakat as vital to development and rehabilitation projects adding that it enhances 
cooperation among the people of Islam all over the world. 

JLA coming elections could 
mean a lot of surprises 


By Star Staff Writer 

THIS YEAR'S elections of the 
Jordanian Lawyers Associa¬ 
tion (JLA) for the 1997-1999 
breaks the mold. In addition to 
the two traditional foes. pan- 
Arabists and Islamists, who 
have dominated the associa¬ 
tion for th? last 20 years, this 
year they are joined by an old 
warrior. Fatah—the PLO’s 
mainstream organization, and 
the ruling party in the Pales¬ 
tine National Authority. 

The two-yearly elections, 
which will start on 7 March, 
puls the other political trends 
on alert for Fatah is putting up 
candidates for the presidency, 
the post of vice-president and 
for the 10-seat council. Three 
candidates for the presidency 
and 23 for the council, includ¬ 
ing one female, have so far 
registered their names. 

The Lawyers Association 
could be facing tough times 
ahead. Certainly the battle has 
started. Fatah supporters have 
already chosen all of their can¬ 
didates. Zobdi Al Dessy is 
standing fpr president. Al 
Dessy is a prominent unionist, 
who has been active for about 
20 years. 

He surprised lawyers with 
his plans to run for election, as 
Fatah used to run under a pan- 
Arabist umbrella. The current 
president of the association, 
Hussein Mjalli, belonging to 
the so-called old guard, is run¬ 
ning for re-election. He repre¬ 
sents the strong pan-Arabist 
and leftist trends in the associ¬ 
ation. Mjalli has been JLA 
president for three different 
terms. 

The Islamists arc also put¬ 


ting up a tough contender for 
the post of presidenL Saleh A! 
Armouli is again the choice of 
the Islamic Action Front who 
lost last year's elections by 22 
votes. Mjalli replaced Dr 
Kama! Nasser who joined the 
team of Prime Minister. Abdel 
Karim Al Kabarili last 
January- 

About 200(i lawyers have 
paid their fees to have the right 
to vote. Only about 60 out of 
200 West Bank lawyers who 
belong to the JLA are expected 
to vote in March. 

Despite the small number of 
the West Bank lawyers, oppo¬ 
sition to their participation is 
likely to resurface again from 
other lawyers who believe that 
there should be separation 
between Palestinian lawyers 
practicing on the West bank 
and Jordanians. This contro¬ 
versy began two years when 
West Bank lawyers were not 
allowed to vote. However, it 
was quashed when the courts 


ruled in favor of West Bankers 
participating in JLA elections. 

Despite this, observers will 
be watching for developments 
on this front. 

As of early this week, seven 
pun-Arabist and leftist parties 
announced their full support to 
Mjalli. They include the 
Socialist Arab Ba'ath. Nation¬ 
alist Action. Progressive Arab 
Ba'ath. Arab Land (new 
party). Democratic Nationalist 
funder foundation), the Com¬ 
munist Party. People's Demo¬ 
cratic and the Popular Unity. 

Sources in the JLA are very 
optimistic 3houi Mjalli's 
chances of being reelected for 
a another term. They 
explained that because Isla¬ 
mists and Fatah are histori¬ 
cally at odds. This will limit 
r the battle between Al Armouti 
. and Al Dessy whose support¬ 
ers will be divided between 
both trends. This will favor 
Mjalli whose camp is more 
cohesive. 


Weather outlook 


Continued from page 1 

Heavy rain as well as hail 
and snow fell in most parts 
of the country promising a 
good season Tor farmers. 

Sources at the Ministry or 
Agriculture pointed out that 
the recent rain has helped 
boost Jordan's water re¬ 
serve. 

Capacity at dams were us 
follows as of last Tuesday: 

■ King Talal Dam, 54.5 
million cubic meters. 


■ Al Arab Dam. 11 mil¬ 
lion cubic meters. 

■ Sharbabil Dam, 2 mil¬ 
lion cubic meters. 

■ Al Kafrein Dam 1 mil¬ 
lion cubic meters. 

■ Shueib Dam 907,000 
cubic meters 

The total reserve in these 
dams was about 69 million 
cubic metres. 

The average rainfall last 
Tuesday was 13.6 millime¬ 
ters in Amman, 8.2 mm in 


Others plainly believe that a 
deal between the Islamists and 
the pan-Arabists will be struck 
to oust Fatah candidates in the 
first round of the elections. 

Both trends are united polit¬ 
ically on opposing the Jorda¬ 
nian-Israeli peace treaty, this 
is common to all the 12 pro¬ 
fessional associations. Such 
platform, however, is not in 
Lune with the political belief 
of Fatah, whose leaders have 
signed . a peace treaty with 
Israel. 

. The centrist conservative 
trend in the association is also 
expected to make a pitch for 
the presidency. 

This fourth trend which 
supported government's pol¬ 
icy in 1995 to depoliticalize 
the JLA has pretty much failed 
to change things. The trend is 
being led by Khalaf Massadeh 
who lost his bet on the presi¬ 
dency in past elections. How¬ 
ever Massadeh has not lost his 
apatite and is certain to stand 
for the coming election. ■ 

Madaba, 27 mm in Salt, 3.5 
mm in Zarka. 18-6 mm in 
Irbid. 15.4 nun in Al Mazar, 
12 mm in Jerasb, 3.1 mm in 
Al Mafraq, 22 mm in Ka- 
rak, 4 mm in Shobak, 2.6 
mm in Wadi Mousa. 3.5 mm 
in Tafieiab and 32 mm in 
Ajioun. 

Sources at the Greater 
Amman Municipality 

stressed that no emergency 
cases were reported because 
of the heavy rain and con¬ 
firmed that the municipality 
is well prepared to deal with 
any emergencies that might 
occur. ■ 
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Poor productions 
beset JTV Ramadan 
programs 


AMMAN (Start— 

It's thumps down 
for JTV this Rama¬ 
dan. Its choice of 
programs, namely 
local drama and 
comedy, to put it 
mildly, is disap¬ 
pointing. With 
poor story lines, 
poor productions 
and poor taste, Jor¬ 
dan Television has 
stumbled and is 
now being criti¬ 
cized by the media 
and the public. 

Our intention 
here is not to slag 
off JTV. Indeed Shehab 
the television sta¬ 
tion has real potential: it has the qualified cadre to pro¬ 
duce and commission programs as it has done so in the 
pasL 

One can only sympathize since the reason for this 
Ramadan's trivial harvest is JTV’s cash-strapped bud¬ 
get, resulting in a never ending cycle of low-budget 
- programs. 

One of the most irritating programs is the candid- 
camera like series by the once-promising actor Rabie* 
Shehab. His Warak, Warak sil-com is actually a poor 
immitation of similar programs made all over the world. 
Started in America, the "Candid Camera" television pro¬ 
gram has been adapted by almost every TV station in 
the Arab world. 

Shehab is a talented Jordanian actor, yet he didn't do 
the program justice. Night after night, viewers went 
through 20 minutes of the actor making fool of himself 
whilst trying to make fun of real life human situations. 
The program succeeded in irritating and offending 
people. 

Ajs with other programs on JTV. Warak, Warak 
lacked the originality and resources that are necessary to 
make jt a success. If it was meant to be entertaining, 
well it failed. 

Warak, Warak sadly only served to embarrass people. 
The episode where Shehab throws a twenty-dinar on the 
street and waits to see who would pick it up takes a 
cheap shot at unsuspecting people that should not be 
shown on television. This scene can only question peo¬ 
ple's honesty in this country because it showed people 
picking up the bill and walking away. 

By contrast Syrian television made great headway 
this holy month. In fact many Jordanian viewers 
switched to Syrian TV for better programs. People were 
glued to drama and other programs on the Syrian Arabic 
channel. 

Comedy was only matched by serious drama that for 
the first time excelled all television productions in the 
Arab world. 

A case in point is Thuria, a drama production about 
life in Syria at the outbreak of World War 1 and the final 
days of Ottoman rule. This was matched by the histori¬ 
cal quality of drama series that obviously revolved 
meticulous historical research and high quality 
production. 

Such quality was obvious in the stage set, costumes 
and casting of actors. Viewers were transferred to the 
era of Pashas and landed gentry. The way they lived, 
dressed and ruled was vividly portrayed to show us a 
rare glimpse of our own past that was buried in history 
books. 

Besides Thuria, another epic drama is Al Ababeed 
which tells the story of Queen Zanubia and the Tadmur 
civilization that existed in Syria before it was destroyed 
by the Romans. 

Historical dramas are not new to Arabic television, 
but Al Ababeed production was much more than that. It 
was a fantasia of talent that combined only the most pro¬ 
fessional of actors with the whole back-up staff of direc¬ 
tors. producers, make-up artists and technicians. These 
were necessary to produce a final product, that dis¬ 
played nothing but the best. 

Underlying such macro-production is finance. Syrian 
TV .is willing to spend massive amounts on its pro¬ 
grams. Thuria. for example, is said to have cost SI mil¬ 
lion to make. This kind of money is virtually non¬ 
existent our country. The Syrian experiment is worth 
studying and emulating here in Jordan. 

We hope that the planned moves to make JTV finan¬ 
cially and administratively independent will again 
attract producers to invest in Jordanian productions that 
can once again produce the best in Arab programs. ■ 
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Pulling out of south Lebanon 


THE MID-air collision between two Israeli army transport helicopters on Tuesday, in 
which 73 soldiers were killed, is a grim reminder of the state of war that still exists 
between Israel and its two northern neighbors. 

The two helicopters were transporting soldiers and ammunition to the Israeli- 
occupied strip in southern Lebanon. On the same day skirmishes between Lebanese 
national resistance members and Israeli backed militias promised to escalate. In re¬ 
cent months dozens of Israeli soldiers and their Lebanese allies were killed in am¬ 
bushes in the Israeli controlled buffer zone, occupied since 1982. 

Tuesday's crash could not be separated from the continuing conflict along Israel's 
northern borders. It comes only days after a number of Israeli politicians, led by 
Youssi Beilin, called on their government ro consider a unilateral withdrawal from 
southern Lebanon. 

The so-called buffer zone has failed to achieve the desired target of safeguarding 
Israel’s northern borders. Almost a year ago Israel launched its "Grapes of Wrath” 
operation to retaliate against Hizbollah attacks on settlements in the Galilee. That op¬ 
eration failed miserably and had probably contributed to the downfall of the then Is¬ 
raeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres. 

Politicians and generals are now accepting that the buffer zone and Israel's occupa¬ 
tion of south Lebanon had failed to bring security to Israel. But more importantly to 
us and to the world community, Tuesday's air crash focuses attention on Israel's ille¬ 
gal occupation of Lebanese territory—an occupation that should have ended a long 
rime ago. 

Renewed effort on part of the Arabs and the international community should now 
be directed to drive home the point that Israel's occupation of Lebanon must come to 
an end. If Israeli politicians see no advantage in keeping their troops there, then they 
should be encouraged to withdraw those troops. 

It is sad that the Middle East peace process has so far failed to create meaningful 
momentum on the Israeli-Lebanese track. There are many reasons for that. One is the 
fact that Lebanon is being used by both Israel and Syria to fight a proxy war. But that 
war must now come to an end. The United States, the main sponsor of the peace pro¬ 
cess. must come forward and take a stand on this issue. 

It has been reported that France has offered to help Israel conclude a unilateral 
withdrawal from Lebanon. Such an initiative should not be discarded. It would help 
boost the peace process if Israel was to pull out of Lebanon in accordance with inter¬ 
national resolutions. But we know that such a move is also tied to developments on 
the Syrian-Israeli track. 

In recent weeks there have been some positive movements and the two parties 
have expressed interest in reluming to the negotiating table. While the two parties 
continue to haggle, the issue of Israel’s occupation of south Lebanon must not be de¬ 
layed any longer. ■ 


Letters to the Editor 


Misery of Sudan 


To the Edito 


I read Khairi Janbek’s ar¬ 
ticle on Sudan with great in¬ 
terest, (The Star , 30 Janu¬ 
ary). 

I must say that I do not 
understand his basic propo¬ 
sition at all. 

He was quite correct, how¬ 
ever, in pointing out that we 
should not look to the OAU 
to solve the problem. By ex¬ 
tension, we should not look 
to the Arab League either. 
Mr Janbek conveniently left 
out the source or Sudan's 
misery: the Forced Islamlza- 
tion of the Christian and ani- 
mist south and the current 
Sudanese regime's determi¬ 
nation to export its brand or 
radical Islam to its neighbor¬ 


ing states. 

The truth is, under the 
Hassail Turabi’s dominated- 
regime Sudan has had very 
difficult relations with all its 
neighbors—Egypt, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia and Uganda. There 
is little doubt now that the 
current Sudanese regime will 
Fall by the end of this year, ir 
not sooner. What'll become 
oF the post-Turabi/Bashir 
Sudan is very much up in tbe 
air. Former Sudanese Prime 
Minister Sediq A! Mahdi, 
likely to become the next 
prime minister, now says 
that a referendum on the 
Tate of southern Sudan has to 
take place, even though be 
decides to campaign against 
it. 

Sudan may very well be- 
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Driving can be 
hazardous to your health! 


By Musa Shteiwi 


IN THEORY, driving a car lo 
work) or for leisure should be 
an enjoyable and pleasurable 
activity. But theory is one thing 
and reality is another, at least 
when it comes to driving in Jor¬ 
dan and especially in Amman 
in fact, driving is a real hassle, 
a stressful activity and a risky 
endeavor. 

Jordan ranks amongst the JO 
highest countries in the world 
in accident rates. Last year wit¬ 
nessed an increase in road acci¬ 
dents causing unbearable and 
unacceptable human and mate¬ 
rial losses. The streets of Jordan 
were the scene of 27.<XX) acci¬ 
dents causing 453 unnecessary 
deaths and 12.721 injuries with 
various degrees of severity. 
That mcans that for every 1U00 
people, three arc at risk of be¬ 
ing involved in an accident, the 
number will double if wc only 
take the adult population. The 
material loss is also staggering. 
The cost of last year’s accidents 
was estimated at 120 million 
JD. This amounts to three per¬ 
cent of the Gross Domestic 
Product I or three percent of our 
external debt!). 

Well, if you are lucky to stay 
alive and without being in¬ 
volved in an accident, you can 
rest assured that your time driv¬ 
ing in the streets of Amman 
would not be trouble-free. Most 
likely, your experience will be 
psychologically stressful. The 
majority of our drivers seem jo 
abide by no recognizable rules, 
logic, ethical standards or re¬ 
spect for each other. The aver¬ 
age driver is careless (for his/ 
her life and for the life of oth¬ 
ers) and arrogant. They seem 
to think that they drive in an 
open space racing up and down 
the rojds. They arc insulted if 
you bypass them and their man¬ 
hood is insulted if they do not 
arrive first. More importantly, 
they seem to think (hat they arc 
above the law or that the law 
was not put for them but for 
others. So. they break the Jaw 
(when they cam with no self or 
internal control. This might he a 
spel lover of our patriarchal vjl- 
uc system. 

To complicate the matter 
more, pedestrian's behavior is 
rather illogical, risky, and un¬ 


predictable adding 
to (he nerve-racking 
exercise of driving. 
They cross the 
streets anywhere 
and anytime jump¬ 
ing in front of you 
at'once. They rest 
their fate with God 
and the responsibili¬ 
ty of avoiding the 
accident with you. 

The assumption 
being that the driver 
has to manage with 
God’s will to avoid 
hitting them. 

Additionally, the 
streets of our cities 
are almost always 
crowded and con¬ 
gested beyond hope. 
The lack of driving 
skills and ethical 
standards na.sra- 
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standards n ?“ ra ' Human chaos at the Raghdan Bus station. This scene has been re- 

fivLlanctrdrivere P eated aUnost every da - y during *** ^ m ° nth ° f Ramadan 

race each other: jerk , . _ . 

from one lane lo another at ran- es. the public transport system otations. For instance, it s v 


from one lane lo another at ran¬ 
dom: blow the hom> willy- 
nilly... etc. The end result is 
quite simply chaos. 

What are the factors that 
seem to contribute to this prob¬ 
lem? There are several interre¬ 
lated factors that produce this 
problem. 

First, the lack of skills, disre¬ 
gard of driving ethics, and lack 
of a sense of responsibility to¬ 
wards other drivers, pedestri¬ 
ans. and the public at large. 
Simply our drivers have no pa¬ 
tience or respect for others on 
the road and thus mm into self¬ 
ish huinjn beings. This makes 
their behavior unpredictable. 
So to u have to be on guard ail 
the time. 

Second, there are too many 
cars and other vehicles on the 
road. The fact that private cars 
are the main method of trans¬ 
portation makes the number of 
vehicles unreasonably high. 
The sheer number of care on 
the roads is apt to create a prob¬ 
lem thus contributing to the 
"unorganized chaos” in our 
streets.. 

Third, the poor and unorga¬ 
nized public transport system is 
a major part of the problem. 
The inefficient public transport 
system makes it incumbent 
upon people to use their vehi¬ 
cles to go back and forth to 
wv»rk. For all practical purpos- 


is run by taxis and mini-buses. 
They are owned by private in¬ 
dividuals and not by compa¬ 
nies. Take mini-buses for ex¬ 
ample. in order to compete 
with each other, drivers do eve¬ 
ry thing possible to reach pas¬ 
sengers first even if that means 
overspeeding, stopping in the 
wrong place, or carrying more 
passengers than they should. 

The main reason for that is 
the greed of owners who ask 
the drivers to give a set amount 
of money and keep the rest. 
This means that the drivers are 
overworked and combat fierce¬ 
ly with each other, thus making 
the likelihood of accidents ever 
more likely. Last year alone 59 
percent of those buses were in¬ 
volved in road accidents. Con¬ 
sidering that they cany a lot of 
people' with them makes the 
risk for citizens even higher. 
Also this type of system makes 
scheduling impossible causing 
severe lack of transportation in 
some locations and at most 
times. The same thing almost 
applies to taxis. 

Finally, the laws that govern 
driving are archaic and the way 
that these law s are enforced is 
also inadequate. The emphasis 
of current laws is mainly on 
speeding and the conditions of 
vehicles. Laws needs to exist 
for a whole set of other road vi¬ 


olations. For instance, it’s very 
likely to see people changing 
lanes at impulse or to drive in 
the wrong lane. Such behavior 
needs to be checked and moni¬ 
tored. Furthermore, because 
traffic fines do not accumulate 
on points whereby violators go¬ 
ing beyond certain points risk 
losing their licenses, people are 
not deterred from committing 
more violations. Also, some 
people consider themselves 
above the law, since they can 
cancel xheir traffic violations 
which means it is easy for 
them not to respect the law. 

When will the day come 
when a minister loses his li¬ 
cense because he accumulated 
the maximum number of viola¬ 
tion and then be forced to take 
rehabilitation driving lessons? 
People violate the law because 
they know that the law does 
not apply equally to all and 
there are some people who are 
above tbe law. 

In order to remedy the situa¬ 
tion. a specialized task force 
should be formed immediately 
with all specializations in order 
to chan out a national strategy 
to solve this problem. ■ 


The writer, who is a Sociol¬ 
ogy Professor at the University 
„of Jordan, is a regular con¬ 
tributor to The Star. 


Chaim Herzog 

Not pulling the punches 


come a unified, multicultural 
society or just as easily end 
up splitting into two differ¬ 
ent republics. Only time will 
tell. But there is a great les¬ 
son here Tor all the people or 
the region: religions fanati¬ 
cism only brings misery and 
destruction, not to mention 
the untold loss of lire. Hav¬ 
ing lived in tire Sudan as a 
very young Eritrean refugee, 
I can attest to the Friendly 
and good-natured character 
or the Sudanese people. I 
wish them all the best as 
they try to find a way out of 
their present mess and begin 
the long process of national 
reconciliation. It can he 
done. 


Living History : A Memoir by 
Chaim Herzgo, New York. 
Pantheon Books. 448pp $30. 


Reviewed By 
Allan E. Shapiro 


THIS BOOK is best described 
as presidential—in scope, per¬ 
spective. and style. Even in 
passages that are likely to 
arouse disagreement—for ex¬ 
ample. the account of ihe Bus 
300-Shin Bet Affair of 1986— 
the telling of the historical nar¬ 
rative exudes a certain clan. 

The book, like the author, 
has class written al! over it. 
Naturally, attention is focused 
on the presidential years, as 
these beyond doubt represent 
the climax of Herzog's career. 
If. as Herzog declares, a voy¬ 
age is a perfect metaphor for 
life, the presidency of Israel 
somehow appears throughout 
the story of his life as the unar- 
ticulaied and unavowed desti¬ 
nation. Yet it would be impos¬ 
sible to appreciate the Herzog 
presidency without the accumu¬ 
lated experience of the journey 
that preceded iL 

This begins with his youth in 
Ireland ("while 1 did not feel an 
outcast. I did feel different") 
continues to England ("Being 
Jewish in Ireland was not our 
only cultural conflict. Being 
Irish in England was another"), 
and goes on to Palestine in 
1935. when he was a teenager. 
Then, military service in the 
British army in World War II. 
the meeting with the survivors 
of the Holocaust, the struggle 
for Israel’s creation, building 
its military intelligence, serving 
as spokesman of Israel before 
and during the Six Day War. 
and the beginnings of military 
government in the Occupied 
Territories. 

From the outset, the personal 
and the historical sagas are in¬ 
tertwined. Without breaking the 
continuity of ihc autobiogra¬ 
phy. Herzog presents a running 
account of the great episodes of 
the modern era. Perhaps no¬ 
where is his personal family 
history more emphasized than 
in the account of his years as 
Israel's representative to the 
United Nations. Herzog’s dra¬ 
matic gesture on the podium of 
the General Assembly, when he 
tore up the Zionism is racism 
resolution passed by that body, 
had its origins, Herzog relates, 
in the action of his father, who 
as chief rabbi of Palestine tore 
up the British White Paper in 


1939 on the steps of y , 
the Jeshurun Syna- . * 
goguc in Jerusalem. : j 

In a sense, this is i - J- 
the work of a purtici- j 
pant-observer. the 
role generally asso- .* i 

ciated with the an- w • 
ihropologist. not the jp ' 

statesman. For the po- ~ 
litical actor, particu¬ 
larly at the summit, 
the role is almost an 
impossible one. as the ( 
participatory element 
outweights the objec¬ 
tivity required of the 
observer. That Her¬ 
zog is able to make a 
go of it—at least most 
of the lime—is a 
measure of this suc¬ 
cess. 

Herzog does not Herzog 
pull his punches, as 
when he describes the 
infighting and bickering be¬ 
tween Israel's UN delegation 
and the Israeli embassy in 
Washington, which initially 
discounted the importance of 
the UN’s anti-Zionist resolu¬ 
tion. This was the key to the 
relative lack of reaction by the 
American Jewish community. 

Herzog's comments on the 
whole gallery of Israel's lead¬ 
en, make up some of the most 
entertaining passages of the 
book. If he has a personal hero, 
it is Shimon Peres, although he 
docs not spare his criticism of 
many of Peres’s devious politi¬ 
cal dealings. Particularly low 
marks go to Golda Meir as for¬ 
eign minister ("not very effec¬ 
tive") and as prime minister 
("very limited"!. Foreign lead¬ 
ers also draw comment: Kis¬ 
singer. for example (“his bril¬ 
liance is matched by his ego”). 

Devoting a chapter to each 
of his years as president. Her¬ 
zog gives the most comprehen¬ 
sive description that has ever 
appeared in prim of the work¬ 
ings of what many consider a 
purely ceremonial office. 

However, the brief account 
of the Shin Bet Affair is less 
than satisfying. This was not a 
"national witch-hunt" and it 
was not only "the left-wing ele¬ 
ment in the media (that} re¬ 
fused to drop the matter.” Nor 
is this the only inaccuracy. The 
creation of ihe Landau Com¬ 
mission on the Shin Bel's inter¬ 
rogation procedures was not a 
produci of Herzog’s presiden¬ 
tial pardon, but only came lat¬ 
er, as a result of the revelations 
in the Nafisu case. The Landau 
Commission, as Professor Pni- 


f-feA 


-w,; 

• -VWi 



na Lahav has observed, "impli¬ 
citly rejected the presumption 
that the Shin Bet was entitled to 
be sheltered from the rule of 
law by virtue of its stams as 


guardian of the state. It had the 
courage lo denounce moral cor¬ 
ruption among those whom the 
president of Israel, in his par¬ 
don message one year earlier, 
had called “good people’ en¬ 
gaged in sacred work." 

the Supreme Court upheld 
Herzog's authority to pardon, 
as he states, but it made no de¬ 
termination with regard to the 
correctedness of Herzog’s exer¬ 
cise of his presidential discre¬ 
tion, as tbe swing-justice, Miri¬ 
am Ben-Porat, subsequently 
made clear. Nor has the Su¬ 
preme Court ever determined, 
as Herzog seems to believe, 
that the president is authorized 
lo decide that counter-terrorism 
is above the law. Far more per¬ 
suasive is Herzog's concluding 
admonition that "the State of 
Israel must base its existence 
on strong foundations if it 
wishes to live and thrive as a 
unique, ethical society... above 
all..." ■ 


Jerusalem Post 




Sting in 
the tail 


A FEW 
events occurred 
leaving a .deep-i , _ ^ 
on the suae of Icuptt 
well as Jordanian ci 
For a stari, it .is. bee 
increasingly apparent. 
our country, and aespjte'jBg 
respectable record tofudp 

holding human rights*■'»$! 
vancing participatory- 
mocracy. erihan#^; 

pluralism, and being£J®| 
source of stablfiljr;' 
moderation to the region^ 
still has to compete fttra 
share of development ja®^ 
nership with theadvaiKHL 
world. 

Israel, a new potential;! 
partner in peacean&deveE^ 
opment, mlf riew^Tts^ 
curity as being Jinked, 6*3 
the Guff staes, creatirt&-^ 
de facto division of the rti* 
gion into security arrange 
meats. In Lebanon, frsier - 3 
nal securityageafe/ 
assassinate a naturalized^ 
Jordanian ritizenr and l&gj 
murderers walk awayfct*^ 
while other fraternal sCcdi^ 
ity officials arrest a JortferJ 
nian citizen withotti-'to^J 
justification. to.rdeaseJtira^ 
much later with evetr.irittMj 
er justifications. ... 1 

In Kuwait, well-armed? 
and well-trained ipetti^l; 
security teams, practice^ 
their recent fighting skills^ 
on unarmed ■ Jordanians 



prisoners whom * they? 
should have released 
long time ago. . 7 

While al the samt iiroeto 
Jordan has not sparedtojS£i 
effort in supporting darted' 
lease of the many Kuwaiti^: 
prisoners, held in unknown^ 
locations in Iraq. Internal^; 
|y. our search for kfenti&J 
and the construction _ dr? 
civil society have: 
martyred on the alter of tfe * 
visions, sectarianism, and/i 
electioneering, rather thaa^ 
adhering to the' method': 
that has always kept the-? 
fabric of our society 
gether, that of Rational 
consensus. - %;* 

These series of lioixori ; 
indicate that there is an ira- j 
balance in viewing Jordan; 
from the external angled 
and that its citizens Who : 
love it most are the Oiks 
willing to hurt it most Our- 
sincere belief in pluralism^: 
and its various corapp-; 
nents of a multi-party d&H 
mocracy. cultural drveni^ 
ty, freedom of religrbuS; 
practice, and inter-faith dk/ 
alogue. are the important ; 
composites of our aintTte: 
build a civil society that& : . 
based on institutions; and - 
the rule of law. . ...;' c ; ; !; 

The process may seem: \ 
spiral at times, and may - ;! 
have its ups and downs a$'-. 
well, but throughout Hus', -- 
process, the fabric of .our; 
society must not. hc. *al^r * 
lowed to be tom, no matter..; : : 
how good-willed may-- be; _ 
the participants in ■ ifce? 1 
stretching process; ’ ‘ 

U is not Jordan's moder- 
ation in matters of interna) ' 
politics that is at fault'-• 
rather the ignorance- in'- ^ 
democratic practice that;- ' 
needs to be adjusted, .find ! 
adjustment should be ap¬ 
plied whenever the . seUr^ - 
correcting mechanisnvthat -1 

regulates the boundaries of V i 

civility in our society: loses, 
its bearings. In being mod-/ 
erate and confidently jd£; 
sorptive, Jordan does ndi • : 
emasculate itself from the' •’ 
power of reason, for we ek)" 7 
realize that only in time.-, 
dial ideas can mature rotcT ; 
practice - . i/'i ..; 

As for the external situa- 
tion, once again the tote of 
our moderate influence -• 
must not be misconstrued- - 
as weakness, it is oufcfctK*' 
sen path to enter, the. 21 st/; 
century. The history of our. ’ 
country shows, that w^- -,r 
have neither been weak in/ ; 
resolve, nor in sacrifice, ? : 
and we have always gjven . 
as good as we have taken. - V 
Our patience and magna^ 
nimity are the lessons of 
the long-line Hashemite.; ■’/ 
philosophy and practice; 7 
and if we abhor beJBgeren-.; 7; 
cy and believe in discourse " •' 
to solve problems/ we . 
ought not be. taken fori-, v 
granted, as the sting in die... /. 
tail is still there. ■ • -• 1 .' 
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■ The mid-annual 
results of the Cuiro- 
Amman Bank gener¬ 
ated net profits of ID 
-.02 million, showing a 
decline of 7.4*5 com¬ 
pared with 1995. The 
net revenue of interests 
and commissions dur¬ 
ing the first hair of Iasi 
year rose hv 23.7*5’ to 
JD12.3 million. 

According to the 
Bank's report, the prof¬ 
its of securities portfo¬ 
lio were ID 794.(NJO 
compared with the first 
half of 1995. Revenues 
Irom foreign currencies 
rose from JD753.UOO to 
JD 1.03 million in the 
first half of 1996. The 
total assets of the Bank 
went up by 30 to reach 
JD 618.7 million at the 
Central Bank of Jordan 
and other banking 
institutions. 


■ The Arab Bunk and 
the Egyptian Financial 
Consortium iHermsfset 
up a closed investment 
company in Egypt at a 
$60 million capital. Its 
name is the Arab 
Investment Corporation 
Egypt. About 85% of 
the new company's 
investments arc allo¬ 
cated for expanding 
operating companies, in 
Egypt and. boosting 
their productive capac¬ 
ity and 15% for founda¬ 
tions. The new venture 
hopes to achieve 30% 
profits over the next 
five years, it is financed 
by Saudi. Jbrdanian. 
Moroccan and Palestin¬ 
ian investors. The Arab 
Bank's share in the 
company is 10%. The 
corporation plans to 
establish a big invest¬ 
ment fund in Egypt at a 
capital of $50 million. 


■ Amman investment 
Bank, established in 
1989. is carrying out a 
restructuring . pro¬ 
gramme of its finances 
through the Central 
Bank. Its programme 
calls to write off JD 10 
million (10 million 
shares) of its JD 15 mil¬ 
lion capital. It. would 
then increase this capi¬ 
tal to JD 20 million (20 
million stocks). Th'e 
Bank’s accumulated 
losses since last June 
reached JD 34 million 
as a result of-.its JD 1.3 
million losses during 
the first half or 1996. 
Its diems' deposits 
declined by 32-5% 
against 1995. 

(is budget over the first 
half of last year 
dropped by 23%. to 
reach JD 85 million, 
according to the Bank's 
financial report. The 
' Bank's balance at the 
CBJ by the end of Iasi 
June was JD 5 million 
compared with JD 17 
million in 1995. 


Aqaba port ready to receive 


oii-for-food shipments 


AMMAN (Star)—-Aqaba Port 
is presently witnessing a 
noticeable rise in activity as 
Jordanian shipping agencies 
an: competing to sign contracts 
for importing cargo to Iraq via 
the port. 

The Minister of Trade and 
Industry. Ali Abu Raghcb has 
previously said that Iraq will 
import 250.000 tons of various 
commodities via the Aqaba 
port in the light of the imple¬ 
mentation of the “oil-for-food" 
formula. 

Jordanian shipping activity 
was in recession over the last 


six years of embargo imposed 
on Iraq by the United Nations. 
A large imports ratio was cov¬ 
ered by the Iraqi market 
through Jordanian shipping 
agents before 1990. 

However, driven by hopes to 
revive the movement to its pre¬ 
vious levels. Lhc Aqaba port is 
busy preparing to receive the 
first shipments imported fur 
Iraq due in the middle of this 
month. 

Wheal shipments that have 
been imported by Jordanian 
shipping agents arc expected to 
arrive at Aqaba on 15 January 


Jordan-Israeli gas 
project flops 


THE LIQUEFIED natural gas project that was supposed to 
supply Jordan and Israel with Qatari gas by the year 2001 
has been cancelled. 

The project which was sponsored by the American giant 
“Anron" at Aqaba port was concluded at the Amman Eco¬ 
nomic Summit (MENA 1) two years ago. Back then people 
were very optimistic that the project would go ahead. 

However, it is understood that the project is being called 
off by the present Israeli government. This is despite the 
fact that Israel would benefit the most according to the 
Minister of Energy. Hashim A1 Dabbas. 

Jordanian investors attributed the cancellation to politi¬ 
cal and economic reasons. Israel is basically looking for 
lower costs. Importing gas from Egypt would be far lower 
than from Qatar. 

But it is also argued that Israel's hardline Likud govern¬ 
ment is not too keen on the project or any plans for future 
cooperation as evidenced by her foot-dragging on the 
peace process. This is according to Jordanian businessmen. 

The memorandum of understanding signed between Jor¬ 
dan and the Anron. company has become invalid since 180 
days elapsed without commencing on the project. AI Dab¬ 
bas added. 

Under the deal Israel would receive 75% of gas while 
Jordan would get the remainder. ■ 


where (hey will he car- 1 
ried via trucks to Iraq. j 

The director uf the 
Puns Corp.. Moham¬ 
mad Al D.iluhcvh said 
that the Aqaba port is , .■* 
ready to handle com- 
modifies imported lo | ™ 
Iraq. ( ' 

New equipment have 
been bought lo enhance 
the ports capacity to ! 
deal with grain ship¬ 
ments as fast .is possi¬ 
ble. The port is compe¬ 
tent to lace any 
extraordinary increase 
in the cargo movement. :**>. 
AI Dalahech added. - 

The average capacity . 
of wheal vessels that 
will arrive at Aqaba is 
approx ini jic Iy ?t>.( j» h » ; 

ions. The capacity of - 

the Iraqi Uin Qasr port The x 
docs not exceed 25.mxi 
tons while Aqaba can 
receive 20 million tons. 

There are 52 active shipping 
agencies in Jordan and they are 
seeking to obtain contracts to 
transport and import cargos 
designed for the Iraqi market 
and a! compel itive delivery 
rates. 

Tnlal Al Halawnni. director 
of the Malinins Shipping 
Agency said "we are negotiat¬ 
ing with Iraqi importers to con¬ 
clude purchases for Iraq from 
outside countries. However, the 
delivery system should be up to 
modern standards together w ith 
making further reductions in 
delivery fees at the port, he 
added. 

This demand is cited by 
another shipping agent who 
also called for reduction of 
charges. Moreover, he said 
Iraqi importers must have more 





The Aqaba port looks forward to a bright future 


facilities to encourage them to 
use Aqahj in the fight of the 
eumpetilion front Turkish 
ports Delivery lees at Turkish 
ports are lower and also arc 
nearer to Iraq, he argued. 

Although Jordanian shipping 
agents have received contracts 
to impart thousands of tons or 
foodstuffs and basic needs lor 
Iraq, these arc still under 
negotiation. 

• AI H a la wan i is optimistic 
that the oil-for-food deal will 
end the worst era of recession 
at Aqaha. However, he added 
that the port is in need of fur¬ 
ther modernization. He said 
there is a need, for instance, for 
electronic cranes to discharge 
and load containers. 

Aqaba has become a vital 
port for re-exporting containers 
transported in favor of interna- 


Goldstar’s joins the IS09002 league 


GOLDSTAR. THE leading 
electrical manufacturers in 
Jordan, has become interna¬ 
tionally recognized for offer¬ 
ing top qualjty products at 
competitive prices. 

Being IS09QQ2 certified. 
Goldstar meets all right quali¬ 
fications ahd stresses its abil¬ 
ity to monitor all production 
levels, according to Wasif 
Azar, member of the board of 
directors of Goldstar and vice 
chairman of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry. 

Goldstar was among the 
leading Jordanian companies 
to become IS09002 certified. 
This is helped by the fact that 
the economic policy in this 
country " seeks to encourage 
manufacturers to develop 
their products and embark on 
strategies to enhance the 
export performance of their 
services available for custom¬ 
ers. whether locally or world¬ 
wide, Azar added. 


As with the 
international ten¬ 
dency. the name 
of the game is 
quality at a high 
standard as a 
basic prerequisite 
for the products 
and services that 
are offered. 

These specifi¬ 
cations are aimed 
at winning the 
confidence of 
buyers and clients 
and to enable 
them to enter new 
international 
markets. 

There are about 
20 industrial and 
service compa¬ 
nies in Jordan that 
now have the 
IS09000 , 

certificates. 

The chairman of the board 
at Goldstar. Mustafa Al Kha- 
lili said that the company's 




US Air seeks 
greater 
competition 




products follow the latest 
developments in the elec¬ 
tronic and electrical industry. 
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Iraqi oil exports rise to 
11.5 million barrels 


SINCE THE oii-for-food deal began to be 
implemented Iraqi oil exports totalled 11.5 
million ions, according lo the Iraqi news 
agency. 

Iraq has managed to sign 26 crude oil pur¬ 
chase contracts since the United Nations 
approved the implementation of the oii-for- 
food formula. This formula allows Iraq to 
export oil shipments worth $2 billion every six 
months to get in return its basic needs of food¬ 
stuffs and pharmaceuticals. 

The UN has lately approved the first two 
contracts to provide Iraq with wheat and rice 
from Australia and Thailand. 

The Iraqi oil marketing company l So mol 
expects' to export 11 new shipments via Turk¬ 
ish ports during February covering 9.5 million 


barrels per day compared with 11 million bar¬ 
rels daily during last January. Among these 
shipments I60.0fl0 barrels arc reported daily to 
European oil companies, while 70.01 JO barrels 
will stay in Turkey to he refined by Tohras. j 
Turkish oil concern. 

According to import deals signed with the 
Iraqi govemmenL 50 percent of oil contract** 
arc in favor of US and Europe companies*, and 
other quantities will be sold al the spot market. 

Iraqi crude oil produetion reached I 019 
million barrels/day in December due to resum¬ 
ing of exports that Mopped Jbr six years. The 
first oil shipment was exported via Turkey port 
last December, and the Iraqi ail exports are 
estimated at 6tK).OOOhatTeIs/dax ■ 


manufacturing cars and offer¬ 
ing new products on the 
local, regional and inter na¬ 
tional markets. 

Goldstar is cooperating 
with the Nahlus-hased Pales¬ 
tine Industrial Investment 
Corp. which is to establish a 

company tor manufacturing 
electrical and electronic 
instruments at a capital (if $7 
million." Al Khalili 
continued. 

This ' company aims to 
employ the biggest rate of 
Palestinian skilled labor. Its 
name will be "The Middle 
East Palestine Complex" and 
managed hv Darw ish Mustafa 
Al Khalili.' 

Goldstar celebrated its ISO 
certification recently, with 
the presence of members of 
its board of directors, the 
director of Standards and 
Specifications. Hassan AI 
Saudi, other leading business¬ 
men and prominent public 
ficures. ■ 


THREE BRITISH Airways' 
directors have resigned from 
the USAir board. 

Officials say the resignation 
clears another obstacle in 
USAir’s path toward becom¬ 
ing an effective competitor in 
the US-UK market. 

In its lawsuiL against B. -! sh 
Airways and in its regulatory 
filings. USAir said consis¬ 
tently that it must be free of 
entanglement. This is one of 
the steps necessary to enable 
USAir to provide competitive 
balance to lhc proposed alli¬ 
ance between the British car¬ 
rier and American Airlines. 

fn response. British airways 
now has said (hat it intends to 
sell its USAir stock and that 
its representatives have 


resigned from the USAir 
board. But competition is not 
yet assured. USAir will con¬ 
tinue its drive to obtain the 
necessary routes, slots and 
ground facilities to compete 
between its international gate¬ 
ways at Philadelphia. Pitts¬ 
burgh. Charlotte and Boston 
and London's Heathrow 
airport. 

USAir also said it will con¬ 
tinue to pursue its lawsuit 
against British Airways and 
American Airlines pending in 
federal district court in New 
York. In the suit. USAir said 
British Airways has breached 
its contract with USAir and 
that BA and American Air¬ 
lines have violated antitrust 
laws. ■ 
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tional companies, among them 
are the Maersk International 
Shipping Lines. AI Halawani 
said. 

Alter lhc latest reduction in 
the delivery charges al the 
Aqaba port, it has become the 
most competitive among neigh¬ 
boring ports due to its low cost 
and quality service. 

In a bid to revive the export 
movement at Aqaba and 
encourage Jordanian manufac¬ 
turers and importers, the Pons 
Corp.. seeks cabinet approval 
to cut tees imposed on export¬ 
ing Jordanian products via 
Aqaba by 50 percent. Al Dala- 
beeh said. 

The revenues of the corpora¬ 
tion during last year reached JD 
44.4 million compared with JD 
43.9 million in 1995. ■ 


Business Chronicle 


Challenges put Iraq on threshold of 
new confrontation with opponents 


IN VIEW of the latest media campaign launched by 
American and Kuwaiti officials against Iraq, the country 
may face a new era of escalation with its opponent**. 

The two sides have not stopped accusing Iraq of own¬ 
ing mass destruction weapons and preparing fur a new 
aggression on 


Kuwait. 
Despite the 
fact that the 
Iraqi govern¬ 
ment denies 
any wish to 
attack 
Kuwait. 
American 
officials 
stress that 
such a step 
can occur 

anytime as 
long as Sad¬ 
dam Hussein 
remains in 



remains in 
office. 

If we examine such claims, it can he concluded that the 
US is following this strategy either to continue to remind 
Kuwait of the Iraqi “threatening nightmare" or as an 
excuse to make the former buy weapons from the US in 
the name of protecting them against a possible Iraqi 
invasion. 

When the oii-for-food' deal was implemented last 
December. Iraq accepted the formula to put an end to the 
sufferings of its people and to rebuild its economy. 

Such deal does not satisfy the demands of Iraq, but it 
approved it because it saw it as a step for the complete 
lifting of UN sanctions. 

Iraq was involved in two wars then suffered front six 
years of embargo that cost its economy an accumulated 
debt burden of about $60 billion. 

Though official statistics are not available about the 
Iraqi economy, western sources indicate that its Gross 
National Product tGNP) has declined five folds since the 
Gulf war. It went down sharply from $60 billion in 1989 
to only $12 billion at present. 

Moreover, the noticeable rise in inflation has badly 
effected the middle class which forms one third of the 
population. 

Before the war. the Iraqi dinar was valued al $3. today 
one dollar equals 1200 dinars. 

Iraq also lost oil revenues estimated at $150 hillion. 
and according to the oil-fur-food deal it is nut allowed to 
export oil valued at more than $2 billion every six 
months, while its export capacities arc much more than 
that. 

The Iraqi industrial sector faces major difficulties 
because of the lack of spare parts. 

To avoid the burden of debt, officials in international 
organizations anticipate that Iraq has to be subjected to 
the supervision of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
if it is seeking to reschedule its debts. 

Iraq has to follow a strict policy to set an economic 
restructuring program, liberalize prices and stop subsidy. 
These are the requirements of the new world economy, in 
effect privatize all governmental institutions. 

However. Iraq faces may challenges especially those 
linked to media campaigns stressing that the country is 
planning Tor a military action while it is merely seeking 
to rebuild its economy and re-establish good relations 
with-the world particularly its neighbors. ■ 
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Tourism booms despite 
political setbacks 


TOURIST REVENUES during the first five months or last year 
increased by 17 percent. However, due to political sethacks in the 
peace process total figures for 1996 increased by only 2.8 percent 
compared to 1995. 

There were about one million tourists in 1996 and the revenues 
during the year went up by 10 percent to reach JD 770 million. 
This equals one billion dollars. 

Investments in the touristic sector in Jordan reached $5(X) mil¬ 
lion since 1994 whom the peace agreement was signed between 
Jordan and Israel. The biggest part of these investments focused 
on Petra, Aqaba and (he Dead Sea ■ 


Jordan to sign oil deal 


THE AMERICAN-based Hooper Energy and Medaleo.n 
Exploration oO companies are negotiating with Jorda¬ 
nian officials to hold oil excavations in Al Sarhan area. It 
covers 5000 square meters near the border with Saudi 
Arabia. 

The Director of the National Resources Authority. 
Khafed Al Shayab said that the Jordanian officials and 
the two companies have primarily agreed on a partner¬ 
ship agreement in producing oil and natural gas. 

This oil concession contract will, be signed soon. 
Another American Grm, “Anadarco Petroleum and 
Trans-Global Resources," which have signed an oil con¬ 
tract with Jordan last year plans to develop their conces¬ 
sions. Trans-Global bolds an eight-year excavation con¬ 
cession in the Dead Sea and Wadi Arabs, while 
Anadarco spends $20 million to explore an average of 
17,000 kilometers in the north-eastern part of Jordan. ■ 
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Palestine Stock exchange starts 
dealings soon 

■ Palestinian investors are preparing to start their dealings on 
the recently established Palestine Stock exchange in Nablus 
next week. 

The market value of the shareholding companies on the 
exchange is estimated at more than $700 million, according to 
the director of the market. Safwan A1 Batayneh. 

He expects investments on the market to be high in the 
light of the available liquidity in the Palestinian banking sec¬ 
tor and the contributions of the Palestinian external capital 
that is estimated at $5.8 billion. 

The stock market is currently organizing intensive training 
courses for cadres in brokerage companies at the headquarters 
of the market. The aim is to make them fully qualified in 
using the dealing system. 

Brokerage concerns that wish to become members in the 
stock market has to be familiar with six areas. These include: 
share trading, brokerage, issuance of bonds, portfolios and 
other investment activities. 

The paid-up capital of brokerage companies in the market 
should not be less than one million dollar. Other additional 
funds may be needed to cover primary issues. This will be the 
responsibility of the securities authority which will be estab¬ 
lished in accordance with the securities law which is being 
studied by (he PNA in corporation with international 
corporations. 

AI Batayneh continued to say that there are 60 sharehold¬ 
ing companies enlisted in the stock market and they are asked 
to provide a full fiscal data of their activities for the adminis¬ 
tration of the exchange. 

The paid-up capital of these concerns should be 50 percent 
of its capital and it has to be a general shareholding company 
with a capital of half million dinars. 

This, operational capital must be sufficient according CO (he 
market estimates. 

The number of shareholders in these concerns has lo be 
250 or more. 25 percent of their shares must be owned by 
shareholders who are not considered founders or related to the 
company's administration. 

Among other conditions to be available is the high compe¬ 
tence and expertise of the administration and the fact that 
shareholders rights should not be lower than 50 percent of the 
capital. A1 Balanyjh said. 

The door is open for Palestinian companies to be enlisted 
together with Arab and foreign concerns that meet the listing 
conditions. 

The Palestine stock exchange is one of the leading markets 
in the Arab world to be owned by the private sector and it fol¬ 
lows a developed electronic system that includes modernized 
center* for deposit and exchange in the region. Ai Batanyneh 
added. 

The deposit and exchange center holds settlement of trans¬ 
actions related to trading in securities and transferring owner- 
ship electronically with no need fora manual process. 

Ai Batanyneh pointed that joining the brokerage field in the 
Palestine stock exchange requires high levels of competence 
and services to he provided for investors as well as certain 
measures to monitor share trading operations and organize the 
relations between clients and investor* in general. 


Europeans reconsider 
Algeria policies 


Bj Charles Trueheart 

L l Timr\- Washington Post News Service 


PARIS—A particularly rav¬ 
age wave of killings in 
Algeria and the govern¬ 
ment's refusal to negotiate 
with Islamic insurgents have 
pushed the North African 
nation's long-ignored civil 
conflict onto the political 
agenda in Europe. 

The government of 
France. Algeria’s former 
colonial master and home to 
Algeria's largest exile com¬ 
munity. has maintained a 
steely’ dctachmeni as the 
death toll has pushed past 
50.000 in the underground 
war (hat Muslim extremists 
have been waging against 
the army-hacked govern¬ 
ment in Algiers lor the last 
five years. 



Zeroual: blaming violence on 
unnamed foreign plotters 


Other Western powers, including the United States, have fol¬ 
lowed France's lead—and the Algerian government’s prefer¬ 
ence—by treating the troubles as an internal matter. 

But the bombings, massacres and assassinations that have flared 
since the start of Ramadan three weeks ago coupled with the 
Algerian government’s unbending determination to “eradicate” 
terrorists and rejeci political dialogue, have generated the first 
signs that European leaders may be rethinking their attitudes. 

“France must lift ihe taboo" French Socialist Party leader Lio¬ 
nel Jospin declared. “It can neither remain silent nor leave the 
impression of unconditional support for the Algerian government" 

"Arc we going to let these people continue to kill each other? 
Do we really have nothing to do with it?*' asked Nicole Notat, the 
head of a powerful French union, after attending the funeral Thurs¬ 
day of Ahdelhuk Benhamouda. a papular Algerian labor leader 
gunned down in Algiers iwo days earlier. 

Algeria is a "sovereign nation." replied French Foreign Minister 
Herve dc Charctlc in a newspaper report published last Friday. 
"I'm not responsible for Algeria's destiny, but... to do what I can 
for the security of French people." 

Dc Charctte was referring to the element of the Algerian situa¬ 
tion that France cares most deeply about: terrorist bombings in 
Paris that have been linked by French authorities to Algerian insur¬ 
gents upset at France's support for the government in Algiers. 

Those domes! rc-security concerns, analysts and critics say. are 
behind France's studied forbearance regarding the Algerian 
regime. So are its economic interests in Algeria’s southern oil and 
natural gas fields. So are its serious immigration problems with 
hundreds of thousands of Algerians ferrying back and forth across 
the Mediterranean—and fears of a one-way exodus toward France 
should the generals lose power to the insurgents. 

To those present dangers are added bitter memories. The end of 
France's colonial experience in Algeria 35 years ago was the dark¬ 
est chapter in its post-war history, often compared to Che United 
States' in Vietnam. 

Italian Foreign Minister Lamberto Dini said last week that his 
country also wishes to become “active” in resolving Algeria's 
troubles. Another senior Italian diplomat said that the European 
Union “has to assume a more determined role" in "developing an 
initiative which restores rights, freedom and democracy” in 
Algeria. 

Algerian opponents of the regime and concerned French onlook¬ 
er* were particularly dejected by a rare speech given recently by 
President Liantinc Zeroual. In it. he blamed the violence on 
unnamed foreign plotters and vowed to crush the Islamic guerrillas 
terrorizing and murdering Algerian citizens—including more than 
300 in the last three weeks. 

The government',', arming of anti-terrorist civilian militias has 
_set..nff waves of counter-violence, some of it no less ruthless than 
that attributed to Muslim extremists. 

Zeroual. a former general elected in 1995 and backed by'Alge¬ 
ria s military elites, has twice postponed legislative elections now 
promised for next spring. His failure to say anything in his tele¬ 
vised address about who might participate in the elections, or even 
whether they will be held, also quickened the disquiet in France 
and elsewhere about the deteriorating situation in Algeria. ■ 


Democracy has loose foothol 


in Pakistan’s election 


By Kenneth J. Cooper 

LA Times -Washington Post 
News Sen'ice 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan—It took 
more than two decades for Pakistan 
to hold its first free election and 
almost another rwo for national votes 
to become the standard way to trans¬ 
fer political power. Other habits of 
democracy, however, have yel to 
take hold. 

“The problem is not elections. The 
problem is what happens between 


elections." said Peter Monikas, a sen¬ 
ior consultant to the National Demo¬ 
cratic Institute, which has monitored 
several Pakistani elections. 

Four national votes in the past 
eight years, pitting two competitive 
political parties against each other, 
have not increased government 
accountability—and may have actu¬ 
ally brought an increase in corrup¬ 
tion. The country's courts, which are 
only partly independent from political 
influence.’ have not been trusted to 
even-handediy probe official wrong¬ 
doing. leaving 



Bhutto bows to the inevitable and concedes defeat 


corruption inves¬ 
tigations to tem¬ 
porary. ineffec¬ 
tive tribunals. 

Opposition 
panics in parlia¬ 
ment have been 
single- minded ly 
devoted to oust¬ 
ing the govern¬ 
ment. which they 
have succeeded 
in doing four 
times since 1988 
through similar 
dismissal orders 
authored by indi¬ 
rectly elected 
presidents. 

Behind it all 
looms the mili¬ 
tary. which has 
ruled Pakistan for 
half its 50-year 
history and 
remains a stabi¬ 
lizing but secre¬ 
tive power. Pub¬ 
lic memory of 
mania) law. 
which ended a 
decade ago. con¬ 
tinues to stifle 


free expression. 

The problems of Pakistan's 
democracy are so manifold that a 
Council on Foreign Relations 
panel in the US recently warned 
the developing nation of 130 mil¬ 
lion "may turn into a failed state" 
if its elites do not change course. 

The leader with the best oppor¬ 
tunity to solidify 1 Pakistan's 
democracy is presumptive prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif. 47. whose 
Pakistan Muslim League won an 
unprecedented two-thirds major¬ 
ity in Monday's parliamentary 

elections. He won 12S seals of 
the 217-seat National Assembly. 

Sharif, who also was prime 
minister from 1990 to 1993. will 
face a small, disjointed opposition 
possibly led by the Pakistan Peo¬ 
ple's Party of ousted prime minis¬ 
ter Benazir Bhutto, which cap¬ 
tured about 20 seals. 

"Benazir Bhutto has totally 
destroyed our economy, so we'll 
have to bring in very bold reforms.” 
Sharif said Tuesday. “Since we have 
an overwhelming majority, we are 
preparing u fresh agenda.” 

Shari false has promised to break a 
pattern of Pakistan's leaders using 
courts and investigative agencies to 
exact revenge against political oppo¬ 
nents. He did it to Bhutto’s family 
after she was dismissed from office 
and he succeeded her in 1990: she 
did it to Sharif s family after his res¬ 
ignation brought her back to power in 
1993. 

“We arc not going to indulge in 
any politics of revenge. It will be 
clean, good politics, and we'll try* to 
seek her cooperation to take the 
country forward.” Sharif said in 
Lahore, his home town and the capi¬ 
tal of Punjab province. 

Bhuuo. despite charging that the 


Sharif, Pakistan’s new prime minister, promises a new era 


election was rigged, congratulated 
Sharif last Tuesday and said she 
would not cry to destabilize the new 
government. Her party would not 
have the strength to undermine Sharif 
in parliament anyway, and her popu¬ 
larity has fallen so much that she 
would have difficulty staging street 
protests of any size. 

“The country needs political stabil¬ 
ity. Our people need economic relief. 
TTxe two go hand in hand." Bhutto 
said. 

The apparent cease-fire between 
the two longtime rivals could face an 
immediate test Ethics legislation bar¬ 
ring winning candidates from taking 
their seats if they have defaulted on 
loans from government-owned banks 
or violated campaign spending limits 
has been used in the past to pursue 
political vengeance, ami several can¬ 
didates are known to be in default. 

In her post-election news confer- 



ence. Bhutto indicated she would 
to achieve out of power what cntics^|gg j 
have maintained she could not'd?. 


kui tc luuinwvw — - r.; • ■ 

office; secure a strong democracyifW 
- She led a cnisade/tfte^iafi- 


Pakistan. —- — - —ww 
democracy that resulted in (hengakgfe 
ration of free elections in I988,b^:.|j2 
both governments she has led s»K|»',j!f?C 
then have been dismissed 
dential orders. ■ 

Bhutto suggested how Snanv^^^:-' 
might use his large 
strengthen democracy: repeal "thfe ■’ 

1985 constitutional amendment 
empowers a president to dismiss 8 
emments and establish an mdepen-^gg^ 
dent election commission. ‘ ? \jpg: 

International election observers;' 
have not supported Bhutto's charges^v-J^V; 
of election rigging. Observers front' 
both the European Union and Com-r'^/' . 


monwealth nations pronouncedthe; 
voting do have been generally fsiir 


free. 
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By Barton Geilman 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


JERUSALEM—The decision 
by a senior Hamas leader to 
drop his fight against extradi¬ 
tion from the United Slates to 
Israel prompted warnings Iasi 
Thursday that the militant 
Islamic group could resume 
bombings in Israel and possibly 
include Americans among its 


targets. 

The impending transfer and 
trial of Mchisj Abu Marzook. 
accused by Israel of terrorist 
conspiracy and inciting mur¬ 
der. already has provided a 
new rallying point for his 
Islamic Resistance Movement, 
known as Hamas. Battered bv a 
joint Israeli-Palestinian crack¬ 
down and pussixe for nearly a 
year, ihe organization issued 
new threats against Israel and. 


implicitly, against “all the 
Americans who ha\e interests 
is* the Arab and Muslim world" 


In a bulletin directed for 
"widest possible dissemina¬ 
tion." the State Department 
announced Iasi week that its 
diplomats “arc taking appropri¬ 
ate security precautions." and it 
advised American citizens 
abroad "to exercise greater 
than usual caution in their 



activities" 

"Although the 
Department of State 
has no specific infor¬ 
mation regarding 
threats against 
Americans. and 
Hamas has no prior 
history of targeting 
US citizens or facili¬ 
ties. we cannot dis¬ 
count the possibility 
of random acts of 
anti-American vio¬ 
lence." the bulletin 
said. 

Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat, 
according to an aide, 
asked the Clinton 
administration not to 
extradite Abu Mar¬ 
zook. an acknowl¬ 
edged political leader 



helped finance and plan attacks ^ 
on Israel. " ]•.. 

Abu Marzook’s lawyers. f in -- 
court pleadings, contended that 
die charges were -1based op 
far-fetched theory of conspir-- ^ j. 
acy," but US District Judgjt. ;.■; *<■ 
Kevin Duffy ruled last May- 
that "there is more than sulBr j.vI'i- 
cient evidence to show" he v’;. 
"was a member of the consptr-f ~v 
acy known as Hamas" and that jr’i 
he could be extradited to Israel V} " -;: 

Abu Marzook dropped hfevl 
appeal against extradition last - -jp 
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Marzook 


The family of Abu Marzook listens in anguish to a recording of a press conference say¬ 
ing he will not fight extradition 


of Hamas who says he had no 
role in its military operations. 
Nabil Abu Irdineh. the Arafat 
aide who disclosed the request, 
declined to elaborate. 

Arafat has asked in the past 
that Abu Marzook be trans¬ 
ferred to an area under Palestin¬ 
ian self-rule, where Arafat has 
tried with some success to co¬ 
opt relative moderates in 
Hamas and to crush die-hard 
proponents of terror. 

Palestinian legislator Mar- 
wan Kanafani, a sometime Ara¬ 
fat spokesman, told the Reuter 
news agency that the United 
States will be “committing a 
grave mistake” if it hands over 
Abu Marzook. “The American 
government must give Abu 
Marzook the right lo return to 
his country or to go to any 


other place he chooses, espe¬ 
cially since he had not been 
accused of any violations under 
American law," Kanafani said. 

Operating most commonly 
under the auspices of izzadin 
Kassam. its guerrilla wing, 
Hamas is principally responsi¬ 
ble for a three-year series bf 
suicide attacks that killed 
scores of civilians and soldiers 
in Israel and the Gaza Strip. 

Marzook, 4b. who was born 
in Gaza's Shari Refugee Camp 
and lived in Northern Virginia 
for 15 years, was arrested at 
New York's John F. Kennedy 
International Airport in July 
1995 after US authorities 
placed him on a watch list. 
Soon after. Israel requested his 
extradition on charges, rover 
made public in detail, that he 


Wednesday, saying there was 
no way he could get fair treat¬ 
ment in an American court-. 
Israel’s extradition request still 
stands, but there are signs that 
the Israeli government is less 
than oveijoyed at Abu Mar- 
zook’s decision. Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, who cul¬ 
tivated a reputation as a coun-r 
ter-terrorist, has been silent on", 
the case, and Israeli press 
reports suggest there are doubts 
about the evidence on which 
the extradition request was. 
based. 

The Hamas leaflet, made 
public Wednesday, warned the 
United Stales “that it will bear 
the whole responsibility of the 
status of unrest which will 
emerge as a result” of turning 
Abu Marzook over to Israel. 
Abu Marzook’s brother, Mah¬ 
moud. a brigadier general in 
Arafat's police force who is not 
a Hamas sympathizer, pre¬ 
dicted Hamas will cany out 
morq attacks if the extradition 
lakes place. ■ 
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Reform Jews dispute Israeli 
orthodox religious control 


4 


By Marjorie Miller 
LA Times-Washington Post 
News Sen’ice 


JERUSALEM—The American 
rabbis embraced new converts 
to Judaism, and they held a 
prayer service at the Old City 's 
Western Wall. The 50 religious 
leaders even sat down with 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu last Sunday. 

It would seem to be the per¬ 
fect visit to Israel, except the 
rabbis are Reform Jews: The 
conversions they perform are 
not recognized by Israel’s high¬ 
est religious authority and their 
prayers for equality have yet to 
be answered by the Jewish 
state. 

On the contraiy. The leaders 
of the Association of Reform 
Zionists of America met with 
Netanyahu to oppose his gov¬ 
ernment's move in the opposite 


direction—toward legislation 
that would For the first time 
explicitly ban all non-Orthodox 
rabbis from performing mar¬ 
riages. burials and conversions 
in Israel. 

In fact. Orthodox rabbis have 
held a monopoly over these 
riles since the founding of 
Israel in 1948. The Orthodox 
rabbinate does not recognize 
those performed by Reform and 
Conservative rabbis. 

Reform leaders told Netan¬ 
yahu they want to see liberali¬ 
zation. not legislation for the 
21st century that would define 
them as "second-class Jews" 

"We expect the government 
of Israel to oppose legislation 
whose purpose and effect 
would be to split world Jewry," 
said Rabbi Ammiel Hirsch. 
director of the Reform move¬ 
ment’s umbrella organization. 
”The government should not he 


involved in codifying second- 
class status for non-Orthodox 
Jews" 

The issue goes to the heart of 
Diaspora-lsrael relations, and it 
is a hot potato for Netanyahu, 
who ' is caught between the 
demands of millions of Jews 
abroad and those of ultra- 
Onhodox members of his own 
religious-right coalition. 

At rooi is ihe fundamental 
question of “Who is it Jewy" 
That is to say. who is recog¬ 
nized hy the Jewish state and. 
therefore, is entitled to auto¬ 
matic citizenship. Also at issue 
is who is doing the recognizing 

Reform and Conservative 
jews say the Orthodox; should 
not be the exclusive voice of 
Judaism in Israel or the only 
heirs lo Jewish traditions. They 
say the Orthodox try to impose 
their religious-views on ail Jews 
and turn away anyone who 


does nor agree with them. 

The Orthodox rabbinate. 
Israel's only religious authority, 
sees itself as the caretakers of 
thousands of years of Jewish 
tradition. They see Reform and 
Conservative Jews as agents of 
assimilation, representatives of 
a watered-down 'Judaism that, 
ultimately, is not Judaism at all. 

The rabbinate does not rec¬ 
ognize Reform and Conserva¬ 
tive conversions performed in 
Israel or abroad, although such 
conversions done abroad are 
accepted by the Interior Minis¬ 
try. Thus. Reform and Conser¬ 
vative converts may immigrate 
to Israel, but Israel's Orthodox 
rabbis will not many or bury 
them in a country where there 
are no civil ceremonies. 

The rabbinate also has pro¬ 
hibited Reform and Conserva¬ 
tive rabbis from performing 
marriages, burials or conver¬ 


sions in Israel. But last year, the 
Israeli Supreme Court ruled 
that there was nothing in Israeli 
law to prevent non-Orthodox 
rabbis from performing such 
ceremonies and urged the gov¬ 
ernment to define the law. 

On Friday, the Cabinet 
began discussing a draft law 
prepared by the Justice Minis¬ 
try that would legalize the de 
facto status quo: Marriage, 
divorce and conversion would 
remain the exclusive domain of 
the Orthodox in Israel. The 
status of conversions abroad 
would remain untouched. 

*‘We never proposed that 
non-Orthodox conversions per¬ 
formed abroad would not be 
recognized in Israel," said Dep¬ 
uty Health Minister Shlorno 
Benizri of Lhe religious Shas 
parly. “That is our ambition 
but not our proposal" 

Nonetheless, religious Cabi¬ 


net members argued that the 
new law did not go far enough 
to prevent quick conversions 
abroad for people who live in 
Israel or intend lo do so. 

They claim that, for example. 

Russian immigrants and foreign 
workers who want citizenship 
can fly to London for a day to be 
converted by a Reform rabbi; or 
even receive one by fax. from 
abroad. 

At least one of the religious 
parties, which have 23 seats in 
the 120-member parliament, or 
Knesset, has threatened to mill 
out of Netanyahu’* coalition— 
and bring down the govern-. 

•wit if the prime minister 
cedes any ground to Reform 
Jews. 

The American Reform lead- 
era. meanwhile, drove home the 
point to Netanyahu that Ameri¬ 
can Jews—the vast majority of 
whom are Reform or Conserva¬ 
tive—are the ones Who lobby 
Congress for $3 billion a year in 
aid to Israel, 

If you have the Jewish state 
JS***2l tte* message that you 
fReform Jews) are not exactly 
equal here ... if you say ‘Con-- 
tinue lobbying for us, continue 

your tounsm. but don’t bring us 

» ,d Hirsch. “wen. K doesn’t take ^ 
much for Jews to disengage" 
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By William Drozdiak 
LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 


theThird rI^H ^“1"* “ . H!l,er > bunJter in April 1945. Outside. 
Uie Third Reich is going down m flames as the Allies press iheir 

final siege agajn si the heart of the Nazi empire But iSidTa curi¬ 
ous calm has settled over the dictator’s subterranean abode in the 



hours before his death. 

. A platinum blonde has just married the man who exterminated 6 
. million Jews, and nearly destroyed the entire continent. In the short 
interlude between* their wedding and joint suicide, she rhapsodizes 
about her love for clothes, gourmet meals and the leader who has 
captivated her ever sined they met 1 6 years earlier at a photogra¬ 
pher's studio in Munich. 

She reminisces with girlish embarrassment -about her first sex¬ 
ual encounter on a sofa with'thc man she affectionately calls "the 
Wolf.”’She pushes aside all dark - thoughts about him. enthralled by 
the dream that when Germany wjns the war she wiH get to star in a 
Hollywood epic about her life with Hitler—to he played bv none 
other than Clark Gable.. 

One of the last political taboos has just fallen in the realm of 
German entertainment—but the event has not been cause for much 
Satisfaction. “Eva—hitler's Beloved" presents the most sympa¬ 
thetic portrayal ever given on a German stage of Eva Brnun.AdolJ' 
Hitler's mistress and dc. facto first lady of the Nazi regime. 

Since opening in December, it has become one of the most con¬ 
troversial productions- in (he history of the Berliner Ensemble, the 
famous theater group founded in 1949 by Bertolt Brecht with the 
expressed goal of disrupting bourgeois society. And in the pro¬ 
cess. the 90-minutc monologue starring Corinnc Harfoucji. one of 
. Germany's - hottest actresses, has antagonized just about 
everybody. 

Feminist groups have been outraged by ihe suggestion that 
Braun and her mundane tastes represent the embodiment of Ger-' 
man womanhood. But writer Sic ran Kolditz and director Stephan 
Suschkc. who conducted exhaustive historical research on their 
subject, say all they were trying to do was project a faithful image 
of a simple woman who stood loyally by the side'of one of his¬ 
tory's crudest ogres. • 

They contend that Braun, like many Germans at the time'. 
Insisted she never knew about Hitler's heinous crimes and sought 
to avoid all occasions to know about them. She spent Jong 
stretches at* their Bavarian mountain retreat, watching' firms and 
- indulging in material obsessions such as building a vast'wardrobe 
of fancy clothes and expensive shoes. She saw Hitler once or 
'. twice a month, but displayed no apparent interest in his politics, 
and never voiced doubts about his policies. 

Brapn's .driving ambition to .reach stardom in Hoilyw.ood is 
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The Berlin bunker, the final place where Hitler died 


bjsed on fact, according to Kolditz. who pored over historical 
archive*, private pupers'and documentary films in studying her 
life. “Her career goal was to become an actress and we know that 
Hitler promised thar if he won the war. she would get to travel to 
Hollywood to play herself in the film about his life," he said. 

Suschkc acknowledged that the play is “very politically incor¬ 
rect." He insists, however, that his intention was not to impugn 
ihe motives or habits of German women, whether or not they are 
luu inclined to show slavish obedience to the men in their lives. 

Rather, he wanted to hold a mirror to the audience and make 
all Germans question whether they would have acted differently 
than Braun in demonstrating revulsion toward tne crimes of the 
Nazi leadership. .‘The point , was to make the'audience sympa¬ 


thize with her so they would not find it so easy to distance them¬ 
selves from her.” he said. 

But German theater critics have been anything hut sympa¬ 
thetic toward the play. "Do we really need conjecture today 
about the emotional life of a woman who had no importance 
except as the girlfriend of a mass murderer?" asked a reviewer 
from Berlin's leading radio station. ‘The play is basically banal 
and fundamentally tasteless." The local daily Berliner Morgen- 
post said: ’The monologue is neither funny nor startling, illumi¬ 
nating nor irritating. It doesn't even attempt to show the indefin¬ 
able figure behind the stuffed bra or the real story behind the 
doomed bunker." ■ 
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Team fincts Frankincense trail 

amid archeological treasure trove 


A view from America 

Privileged? be a 

the law 


By Thomas H. Maugh D 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 


A THREE-week reconnais¬ 
sance mission through a previ¬ 
ously unexplored region of gul¬ 
lies and goat paths in eastern 
Yemen has yielded an unprece- 
- dented wealth of archeological 
finds, according to the Los 
Angeles-based team of. 
archeologists. 

The team reports it has 
proved the existence’ of an 
ancient frankincense trail from 
the recently discovered city of 
Ubar in Oman to the Middle 
East Frankincense is believed 
by many to be the first sub¬ 
stance to he traded worldwide 
and was a key part of the Mid¬ 
dle East economy 2.500 years 
3go. The identification of an 
overland trade route for frank¬ 
incense. experts say, is on a par 
with the discovery of ihe more 
recent and much better known 
silk route to the Orient. 

Proof of the route's existence 
was found during the discovery 
of a treasure trove of more than 
65 separate archeological sites. 
Two of the most important 
findings were a pair of ancient 
fortresses virtually identical to 
the one the team had previously 
uncovered at Ubar. These stone 
caravansaries guarded portions 
of the route used by camel cara-; 
vans to transport the valuable 
spice from the forbidding land 
of its origin to the centers of 
civilization. 

They also found more than 
30 ‘iriliths." complex stone 
roadside markers that guided 
the frankincense merchants 
through the uncharted wastes of 
this arid land—solid proof that 
an overland trail existed- 

The team uncovered a nroafl 

variety of °i hcr . a ™ fa ££ 
including a Stonehenge-like 

circle of massive stones. 
Bronze Aee tombs and. extend¬ 
ing much “further back into pre- 
hiftory. evidence of habitation 
bv the earliest human,beings. 
y *To think that, in 1997. there 


is a place that is unexplored, 
that we could find 65 major 
sites in three weeks without 
lifting a shovel, is astonishing,'', 
said amateur archeologist and 
lawyer George R. Hedges, who. 
organized the expedition. “I 
can't imagine that no' one has 
explored this area before. The 
richness is just extraordinary." 

“Boy, was it. spectacular!'-’ 
added archeologist Juris Zarins 
of Southwest Missouri State 
University, who was pan of the 
team. Following up on the dis¬ 
coveries, be added, could keep 
him and a dozen other archeol¬ 
ogists busy for the rest .of their 
lives. ' . 

.Frankincense is the dried 
resin of a straggly shrub that 
grows well only in the Qara. 
Mountains of Oman on thi 
edge of the desolate Ruba’ah 
Khali, or Empty Quarter, It was 
more valuahle than, gold to 
early civilizations because of 
its use in religious ceremonies, 
the consecration of temples, the - 
manufacture of cosmetics and - 
the treatment of illnesses. 

The researchers' discovered 
the fabled lost city of .Ubar, the 
center of the frankincense 
trade, five years ago in Landsat. 
satellite imagery processed 'by 
geologist Ronald G. Blom of 
the Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
in Pasadena, Calif.' 

The question then became 
how the frankincense got to the 
Middle East, it was dear that 
some was shipped by boat, but 
the team has- always believed 
the Ubarites used an overland 
route as well.. . 

■ Common sense and Blom's 
satellite images gave them a 
good idea where.to look for an 
overland route. So they set out 
at the beginning of 1997 in four 
sport utility vehicles. 

Maps of the region proved 
worthless, so they tracked their 
pro cress with satellite imagery 

and“ the Global Positioning 
System. 

“it was a rough trip," Blom' 
said. 

Many of the sites-they found 
were known .to locals, but not 


to die outside world. A police 
• colonel in SayhuL where they 
first ventured into uncharted 
•territory, told them about an 
"old fort” up a wadi outside 
towh. The- fort Ghaydah al. 
Kabir, was "a spittings image” 
of the Tdriress at JJbar, Zarins 
said, and pottery fragments 
there were identical to those 
found earlier. TTte team spent 
only - a few hours, .there 
“because the identification was 

so immediate," Hedges said.' 

“Here. (240 to '300 miles/ 
from Ubar were the identical, 
people." Hedges added.. ''It 
, immediately proved our thesis’ 
that there was a land route and 
that die Ubarites controlled a 
large section of Eastern 
Yemen, he said. 

.Also, jiist up the coast from 
Say hut—past groups of sardine 
fisherman- using boats lashed 
together by hand in the same 
. fashion they were 2.000 years 
ago—the team found evidence 
of a coastal city. The ruins, 
called Kidmet Enrob, contained, 
porcelains from China and 


stoneware from as far away as 
Vietnam, indicating that .trade 
was • far-ranging, even at the 
very earliest periods of the 
Ubiiriiesocicly. . 

Traveling further north, they 
encountered ^ field of boulders 
bearing ancient pictographs 
scratched into their patina. The 
pictographs. similar to ones 
found earlier at Ubar. included 
men with ihe characteristic 
Arabian' “djamhia" (dagger) 
and primitive boats—further 
evidence of the Ubarites' 
passage. 

All through the trip, the 
learrv 1 —which also included 
botanist Noramelia Barbosa of 
the Huntington Botanical "Gar¬ 
dens in Pusadena-^came 
across characteristic iriliths. 
assemblages of three stones, 
each three to five feel high, on 
a stone platform. Nestled 
nearby each platform "were 
rings filled with small stones. 
The team;believes .the tijliths 
were erected-to show the direc¬ 
tion. and perhaps the distance' 
and lime of travel, to the next 


stop on the frankincense trail: 

The directional par! of their 
hypothesis was confirmed 
when; following Ihe course 
indicated by one trililh. they 
found a well containing pottery 
•shards and other artifacts from 
the Ubaritc period. They have 
nor yet been able to decode the 
. information the iriliths contain.' 
■ however. 

. ' While Lhey were stopped at 
the Wadi Naharit. a local elder 
told them about “a place with 
large pillars." When he took 
then to see it. they found 19 
stones, each 7 to 9 feet high, in 
a ring about '6t0 feet in circum¬ 
ference. "The doorway seems 
to be oriented into a particular 
angle with the sun and mpon.” 
Zarin said, and the ring may 
well be an astronomical com¬ 
puter similar to that at Stone¬ 
henge. Such' formations are 
believed to have been used for 
determining the solstices and 
other events and are quite rare. 
Only .a handful have been 
found before. ■ 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 

US Star corespondent 



1 Yemen is a place to be explored for Us rich archaeological treasures 


THE FIRST time I vividly 
remember it happening was in 
a large US city in the 1970s. I 
had driven to a major post 
office, children in tow, when I 
saw a woman whip into a park¬ 
ing space clearly marked for 
the handicapped. Her car bore 
no such designation either out¬ 
side or inside. As she fairly 
' bounded out of her automobile. 
I said to her. “Ma'am, you 
really should not park in a 
place reserved for the handi¬ 
capped when obviously you 
have no physical problem." 

She retorted. “Well! It is 
none of your business.” My 
reply: “Of course it is. This 
post office parking lot is paid 
for with my tax money and it is 
up to each of us to help see that 
the handicapped suffer no 
abuse on public property by 
selfish or lazy persons.” 

She huffed haughtily, march¬ 
ing into the post office. I tried 
to explain to my children why 
it Was important for them to 
take a stand on issues that 
could directly affect others. 
Whether they were just embar¬ 
rassed or whether they learned 
a lesson, \ do not know. 

Since that lime there has 
been much said and done on 
behalf of the physically chal¬ 
lenged and their coveted park¬ 
ing slots. Each of us has seen 
news reports of “handicap 
patrols,*’ where persons in 
wheelchairs havp cruised shop¬ 
ping mall parking lots stopping 
persons parked illegally and 
asking said violators to be more 
considerate of those for whom 
the spaces are reserved. 

Granted, ft is most tempting 
to avail one's self of a conven¬ 
ient spot to park that will save a 
few hundred steps in inclement 
weather. Bui at what cost? 

Perhaps in the scheme of 
life, a parking space is a minor 
matter. But is it? What does the 
usurpation of something clearly 


intended (both legally and ethi¬ 
cally) to make life a bit more 
manageable for one who needs 
assistance say about the person 
who brazenly claims it? Per¬ 
haps, on occasion, an able indi¬ 
vidual has a unique need to 
infringe on another’s turf: obvi¬ 
ously there always are 
exceptions. 

But the question comes as to 
just bow much more often such 
action is indicative of a selfish 
person who feels s/he and her 
needs take precedence over all 
others. Isn't it more indicative 
of a character Haw than it is a 
commission of an illegal act? 

. This question came to mind 
recently when a woman attend¬ 
ing a large social function at 
which parking was a premium 
loudly and with an air of satis¬ 
faction noted to several present 
that she had managed to get a 
superb parking space. She con¬ 
tinued dial a friend, whom she 
named, had loaned her the 
friend’s handicap parking per¬ 
mit. Yes. there had been a rea¬ 
son as earlier she had occasion 
to use it legitimately due to 
some transporting of others. 
Yet after completing her mis¬ 
sion, she smuggly took advan¬ 
tage of her new-found good 
fortune and managed to save a 
walk several hundred feet up a 
hill. And oh. she was proud of 
her accomplishment! 

True, the woman had com¬ 
mitted no major offense— 
unless a person who eminently 
qualified for such a space was 
unable to find one. There were 
a number of wheel-chair bound 
persons in attendance, in addi¬ 
tion to those with a variety of 
other problems. Imagine trying 
to maneuver on crutches or 
especially in a wheel chair up a 
rather steep incline, and in 


inclement weather. 

Regardless of whether such 
an individual with such a situa¬ 
tion was inconvenienced or 
not, the principle remains the 
same: some people simply feel 
they are above the rules and 
deserve special treatment. The 
interesting thing is that, as in 
the case of the offender 
described above, more often 
than not this infraction is com¬ 
mitted by persons who would 
be aghast if they thought any¬ 
one considered them anything 
but gotnj. decent, red-blooded 
American citizens, always 
ready to contribute to the bet¬ 
terment of the community. 
(Docs one often see the com¬ 
monly described rattle-trap 
occupying a reserved spot? 
Indeed, the vehicle usually is a 
rather new, rather expensive 
model.) 

To me if the usurpation of a 
specially designated parking 
spot were placed in a category, 
it would be that of family val¬ 
ues. After all. isn't honor, trust- 
obedience of laws, thoughtful¬ 
ness of others, kindness, con- 
. sideraiion of those less fortu¬ 
nate, helping one's neighbor 
and all like attributes grouped 
under this aphorism? 

If the woman had kicked a 
crutch from under a cripple, 
she would be roundly and 
soundly condemned. Likewise- 
if she blocked the path of a 
wheelchair being propelled by 
its struggling occupant up the 
hill, all would be mortified. ■ 
Indeed, she would never do 
either of these two things. Bui 
she^ fell comfortable taking 
one's parking place. She even 
bragged of il 

But she is a very good, solid 
citizen. Like them all. ■ 


In France, internet still is in outer space 


By Amy Hannon 

LA Times-Washington Post 

News Service 


cisco orLortdono have ^ revel- 

fiiture. , M th _ offices of AOL France 

• thiitr 


was - 
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On-line providers can't find subscribers.' 

The French response to the Internet has been a 
’lot like that of Madeline, the French schoolgirl in 
Ludwig-Bemelmans’ classic children's books, to 
the tiger at the zoo. She said simply: "Pooh-pooh." 

This attitude stems in part from a cultural heri¬ 
tage that has long made -resistance to the dilution 
of things FrenclTa point oF'pride. More so even 
than movies or fast food, the Internet whisks cul¬ 
tures and blurs national boundaries—and perhaps 
' most alarmingly, it does so. almost exclusively in 
English. 

Somd of the Internet's harshest critics have 
been those who fear il will destroy ihe French lan¬ 
guage- and ihus the identify or. the nation. Its 
chackic structure cuts against the French tradition 
of strong centralization in government, education 
and life. A certain studied existential angst may he 
al'work too. the embrace of technology as a force 
of progress seen in itself as a surrender to crass' 
American optimism. 

-*U is not apparent in the minds of'.ihe. French, 
dial the more technology you have, the happier' 
yoy jive," said French sociologist Gerald Mermet. 
‘They would like w be in a society where’life 
’•would be more harmonious, where- work .would 


not be as big a part of life." 

Ironically, another big reason for the French 

resistance to the Inivmci's incursions is the 
nation's embrace of an earlier online technology 
known as die Miniiel. Electronic commerce took 
root in France more than a decade.ugo in the form 
of squat terminals giv’en away for free by the state 
telephone company. France Telecom. 

The devices now reside in ubouL 7 million 
French homes and can he found in nearly, every 
public building. Limited to communication within 
French borders, the Minircl.is used mostly for 
practical purposes such as ordering plane tickets 
and looking up_ phone numbers— services the 
Internet decs not yci readily provide. 

There arc a few signs ihat the Internet is begin¬ 
ning to take -rooi in France. A recent blizzard of 
media* attention has raised public awareness, and* 
the gradual deregulation of ihe communications 
industry is expected to lower the high phone rates 
that have provided a more material reason for the 
French to slay olTihc Net. • 

But France.still has fewer than four intcmci- 
connected computers per l.OOCi residents! half the 
rate of Germany and,one-third-that of the United 
Kingdom. And eycn countries with fewer connec¬ 


tions such as Mexico and Poland are adding them 
at a, far higher rate than France, according to 
Matrix Information and Directory Services, a 
research firm based in Austin, Texas. 

France, in fact, is one of the few holdouts refus- 

* ing to join the worldwide information technology 
love-in. and its stubborn resistance calls into ques¬ 
tion what is often seen as the internet's inevitable 
and immutable ascendance. 

There’s no need for it” said Jacques Hiibey, 
27. a philosophy student at the Sorbonne. "For 
most American people it's a game more than a 
tool," 

Ccrilc Ferom. 22. who attended sqhool in the 
United States before graduating from France's pre¬ 
stigious Institute for Political Science (President 
Jacques Chirac is among its alumni), said she lob¬ 
bied. for Internet access at the school and blamed 
the centralized structure of the French education 
system for her dcfeaL 

"In France, we have an elite culture, and 
because the Internet is not under the control of the 
authorities, they don't know how to manage it and 
they arq afraid of it." Ferpni said, Bui she 
acknowledged that most of her colleagues "didn't 

• see the point." ■ 
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Pfiwce rqeets with 
Jordan's athletes 


• His Royal.Highness Prince Hassan 
announced during an Iftar feast held 
last week in honor of sport unions 
and athletes that jp 25 million will 
be allocated to Jordanian sport. The 
ceremony, which took place at Jabri 
restaurant,' was attended by HRH 
Raed Bin Zeid, chief chamberlain, 
'HRH Rani a AlJVbdalla, Minister of 
Tourism Saleh frsheidat and 
Minister of 1 Youth Muhammad 
Daoudieh. 

'The prince posed with the oldest 
sportsman in Jordan, Hussein Sirage 
and two of Jordan's youngest 
athletes.' 



Abd Al Rahman Munif 

Emphasizing cultural 
diversity of Amman 


By Munther Hamdan 

Shir Staff Writer 


n an evening of genuine culture 
mixed with politics. Abd Al Rah¬ 
man Munif. the great Arab novel¬ 
ist. talked about his book A city’s 
Biography: Amman in the Forties in the 
' newly built city hall at Ras El Ein last 
Sunday. Munif.- who 
was pre- _.—- 


seated by 
Dr Ibrahim 
Khalil or 
the Univer¬ 
sity of Jor¬ 
dan. dazzled 
the audience 
with the 
exactness and 
authenticity nf 
bis description 
of \ roman in 
those days. 

The eve fit. 

which via.s 
organized hy. . , . f t 

the greater ^ 

Amman Munici¬ 
pality. was 

attended hy a 
large number of 
intellectuals. politicians and the 
Jordjnian public. Among those 
were HRH Prince Zeid Bin 
Shaker, deputy Abd Al Raouf 
Al Rawabdeh. President, of the 
Jordan Engineers . Association. 
Leith Shbeilat. Minister of Agri¬ 
culture Mustafa Shneikat. and 
others. 

Spending his childhood in 
•niman and -studying in its 
.'luols, Munif considers this 
•face of life a>» influential and 
.riilc. 

'fflman was the city in which 
•;il "saw the first light and 
-.ir.itd his. first letters.” Deep 
into Ms subconscious lies the city 
*t»h ?>-. springs, streets, market. 
. tc. ' Wherever I travelled 
■s. 1 kept recollecting 
• about Amman." Munif 


description of the human dimension was 
thought provoking. He explained- the 
strong and indivisible relation between 
man and geography. A major element 
that gave Amman a distinction over other 
cities, is the abundance of water that then 
existed. *.T can say that Amman *was the 
city of springs." 

Munif said Ras El Ein used to- 
be. abundant with water, describ¬ 
ing the many springs-and green-' 
ery that made Amman an attrac-' 
live place to live in. In fact, its 
residents were from different ori¬ 
gins. Such diversity was signjfi-. 
gant and positive "as different 
cultures interacted and 
<*h*jsted" 4 ; « * 

Munif went on & say that 



various political factors have a negative 
eFfecl on the real interaction between the 
different cultures He helieves that hous¬ 
ing units only dri not create a city. “It is 
rather created by a set of social and cultu¬ 
ral relationships." 

* An example of this real interaction 
happened, in the main market of Amman 
I Souk). Munif said that people from dif¬ 
ferent origins could be seen each wearing 
their traditional clothes and speaking dif¬ 
ferent dialects. There were Syrians. Cir¬ 
cassians. Palestinians. Chechens, etc. He 
mentioned the cattle market that was Vis¬ 
ited by people from Najd in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. Those came to Amman lo sell their 
sheep and buy commodities. 

inline jo the # chjnge that took place 
Wmdn in rents pf tne, increase.in 


population and the expansion of the city 
limits. Munif said' that this is 


i he vuihor's description of 
Aptri.in in the forties was an 
immense one. recollecting every 
nook and cranny of the area. His 


pan of the dynamic process 
that any -city must undergo. 

On another level. Munif 
referred to his experience in 
politics saying that h^d he not 
failed as a politician he would 
not have been a creative 
author. 

.To what extent Amman suc¬ 
ceeded in becoming a city? 
This was an important question 
posdd by the author. He said 
that the lack of architectural 
planning and the random 
expansion of the '.residential 
areas led to a complicated* and 
random structure. Munif attrib¬ 
uted thi* to the lack of finan¬ 
cial - resources at that time and 
in not having a dear vision of 
how compatible the structure 
• of the city can he. 

.4 City’s Biography is an 
attempt "to chronicle an impor¬ 
tant era in the history of 
Amman. It should be followed 
bv other efforts especially from 
the new generation. Munif 
said. 

Munif established himself as 
a creative writer of a distinc¬ 
tive style. His novel the Cities 
of Salt, is considered among 
the Arab'greats. He alSo pub¬ 
lished other novels like Al Ash- 
jar Wa tghteiul Marzouk . 

■ Shark Al Mutawasii, etc. ■ 
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. By Bilal HUl awI 

The allies vs. Mr X 


Mr X 


IT SEEMED ™ ^^ d .^orlTofS B atiorjl 
walked on a high cloud bY business- 

business. a territory ^ «hT^which is beyond the 
men. He*has amassed a weal ■ . looked like 

dreams of most of his peers, and the Mute w . 

more was coming his way. him from a 

His ambition and intelligence ^ ^ ^jecoffl 

mediocre delivered him 

corporation in one of the Outt stares His as- 

on the doorstep of an executive-jet^ hc - d built 
ceod took less than 20 yews, dunng ^ jusri . 

his company and amassed theM™ , , His 

tied his r^d for such P nv,l ^.™5^ and hjJ 
route to a place in the sun demanded a Jp v 
time vtas an asset he cbuld not compromise. 

™tint time, his company had an aspinng 
■fitting that of a small Arab Country. Amidst q{ - 

of his success, our world was only a few mon - Qf 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait and its ensuing . 
cbqrse. Mr X like most of us,, could not ^ 

gets looming; on the northern horizon Of Ko ^ 
was he to suspect chat a fatal turn in the political age 

was brewing under his Government’s Oval qome. 

• Mr X is a naturalized American citizen with twotora 
holds that circled the world: one in the US where ms 

company thrived on technological enterprising and_uw 
other in Kuwait where he ran his lucrative Middle cas 


New York—The Liz Claiborne updates boifytconscious 
knits and leg-baring skirts in the vibrant colors of Spring 
'97. A fuchsia spun-silk sweater with button front and 
notch collar is paired with a georgette tropical sarong to 
create a modern look. (Feature Photo Service) [h] 


British Midland opens 
new lounge facilities at 
Heathrow Airport 


Abu Shakra launches Chole Innocence 

for the sensuous 


AMMAN (Stan—4V1r Rami 
Abu Shakra, the general - man¬ 
ager of Abu Shakra Trading 
Agency launched the new per¬ 
fume “Chloe Innocence." Inno¬ 
cence is the purity of original¬ 
ity. U is not naive. 

Innocence is for the ideal 
woman who dreams of being 
beautiful; loved, and having her 
dreams. fulfilled. She goes 
where her heart lakes ^ier. and 
her heart never leads her astray'. 
She’ knows nothing of anxiety, 
her bursts of joy only enlighten 
existence. 

. Innocence is a being which 
will deeply affect you. a soul 
that l is still '.vulnerable, a 


stranger to cynicism and 
' hypocrisy. 

. it is a perfume that is a fra¬ 
grant expression of innocence. 
A perfume that evokes - frivolr 
4 ity and dahcipgi^jjreals the 
secrets of fiowera. 

A perfume blending sensi¬ 
tivity and eternity in a simple 
bouquet. a flash of merry 
sparkling light. 

It is a. perfume that adores 
the innocence of women. The 
bfest name for this frgrance is 
“Chole innocence." It is avail¬ 
able in all of Abu Shakra's 
showrooms and some perfum¬ 
eries. ■ * * 


Rafaieh wins 



BRITISH MIDLAND, the Airline for Europe, opens a new inter-- 
■national Diamond Club Lounge at Heathrow Airport, designed to 
complement the existing domestic Diamond Club lounge. They are 
both dedicated to the airline’s most loxal customers. 

- British Midland, recently -.oted the Best Domestic and Best 
Short-haul Carrier, bv Executive Travel magazine, has spent over 
half a million pounds on Its new lounge facilities at Heathrow Air¬ 
port. and members of the airline's frequent fiver programme, can 
now relax irf the comfort of their own dedicated lounges. This 
international Diamond Club lounge provides seating for over 100 
people, with a wide choice of complimentary drinks and snacks, 
plus a .separate bar area and extensive business facilities including 
facsimiles, a photocopier and touch-dial telephones. In addition. 
Diamond Club members will’soon be able to take advantage of a 
live internet link and satellite television. 


This new lounge, situated at Gate 15. terminal l. is just pan of a 
package of service improvements, recently introduced by British • 
Midland for all its business class passengers. The airline has spent 
over £15 million upgrading its Diamond EuroClass product and 


customers can now.take advantage of an improved inflight meal 
service, new wider seats .t from April 1997) and a new corporate 
look. 

The new lounge facilities throughout British Midland's network 
have been designed by Czarska. one-of the leading design consul¬ 
tancies in the civil aviation markeL- 
. Alex Grant sales and marketing director. British Midland said: 

“We are continually striving to provide better facilities for our 
business customers and we believe that the upgraded Diamond 
Club lounges, now provide the highest levels of care aid comfort. 
that our most loyal passengers deserve." ■ * 


Mf iiwni tyludafe% the\ 
regional manager of 
Cyprus Airtoays in ■ 
Amman has been given 
a new post in addition to 
. his current one. He now 
becomes the Regional 
Manager of Cyprus ■ 
Airways in Palestine. 



Suad Sabah prize 


AMMAN 
i Star i—The 
Jordanian 
author Jaw- 
aher 'Al 
Rafaieh has - 
won the 1996 
Suaii Al 
Sabah literary 
prize for short 
story writing. 
She joined the 
competition 
with 650 writ¬ 
ers from all 
over the Arab 
world and 


>*Vf 


oipillg jnjcll 





wai granted the first position on her collection 
Al Ghajaf Wal Sabieh (The Gypsies and "the' 
Young Girl). This short-story collection was 
published by the Azminah Publishing House in 
1994. * 

.Al Rafaieh considered her achievement as 3 


boost to modem styles of writing in Jordan 
which have drawn the attention of ’Arab critics: 


and intellectuals in the nineties. ) 

The second collection of Rafaieh‘s works,* 1 
titled Akiltar Mipta Ahutmil (More than I bear) 
has been published last year by the Arab foun¬ 
dation for Studies and Publishing In Beirut. ■ . : 


Michael Schumacher running 
on speedmasier racing time 


iilil A G E N D A 


FROM i OUTER space to the world’s Formula i 
racetracks, the successor to tite legendary Moon 
Watch, the new Speedmasier Racing watch sym¬ 
bolizes tile dynamism of the OMEGA brand —as 
expressed by its ambas-' . ■ - 

sador Michael 

Schumacher 
Schumacher himself 
best sums up the quali¬ 
ties of his ‘ new 
OMEGA Speed master 
Raring watch;; “On 
every Formula I racer*. < 
track in (he world 1 feel* 
the thrill of sheer preci¬ 
sion i and speed— at 
300 km/h. My love o( 
sports has been the 
greatest life experience J 
I could hove. My love 
of fine mechanical 



pieces makes ji -a real pleasure for me to wear 
this highly reliable smart-looking match." 

Its contemporary sporty design and easily legi¬ 
ble high-perfoitnance dial in bright yellow or red 
with matching leather straps make the new 
Speedmasier Racing collection appeal to a new 


generation of entrepreneurs and avid sportsmen. • 
The new Speedmaster Racing watch, equipped , 


with the exclusive Omega self-winding mechani¬ 
cal movement’ 114I_. comes in two versions of 
dials and straps: . 

■ Red dial. Large central chronograph hand. 

30-mimite and 12-hour 
totalizer hands all in yel¬ 
low. Red boxcalf leather 
strap. 

’■ Yellow dial. L^rge" 
central chronograph, 
hand. 30-minute and 12- 
hour totalizer hands all 
in red.. Yellow boxcalf 
leather strap. 

‘ And to enhance each 
OMEGA . Speedmasier 
Racing* watch, a truly 
original idea in watch’ 
packaging has been 
designed; a scale model 
. . of two fomiula I racing 

-made of the genuine maicriaf. can double 

as a show window watch display as well as a gift 
box! . 

The Speedmaster Racing watch »was recently . 
presented to the public in Kerpen. Germany, 
birthplace of Schumacher, on the karting track 
where the pi world, champion first got his. start. 


tires, 


market operations. . _ .. 

. Today, in confidence he admits his Americanism naa 
■immensely helped him realize much of his dreams. His 
American identity 1 allowed him to open tip doors tnat 
would have remained locked had hie been identified as a 
techno-businessman of Arabic background. Earner on, 
his experience taught- him dial his ethnic brethren 
awarded technological enterprising to those of Western 
backgrounds; as ifby divine selection, the area'was re¬ 
served to non-Arabs. 

Through America’s enterprising and resourceful sys¬ 
tem, Mr X successfully bufltr his jewel company, staked 
claims to over 20 internationally recogftized leading 
patents, employed a team of scientists and boasted of a 
backlog' of sophisticated projects that spanned the 
globe- ' 

During the boom of the 1970s in the Gulf, smart Jor¬ 
danians were generically using their incomes -to build 
secured real estate empires and Sprawling Taj Mahals to 
fulfill their insatiable vanities. As dedicated. Mr X col¬ 
lected«patents and’acquired ftijh-tech companies and 
the intangible knowledge of international markets. 

His crowning* achievement, he how tells me. would 
have been to create-and manage an Arab telecom mono- 
r tith that would compete with Western conglomerates. 
' The culmination of his dreams was to build telecommu¬ 
nications infrastructures that rival those built exclusive¬ 
ly to service Western'marked. With the eyes of an in¬ 
sider he saw today's telecommunications revolution 
when it was in the crib- In fact, his company invented 
today's world standard software-driven radios. 

Bin times and fortunes change and -dreams are lost 
•Before the subtle taste of success and glory was to be 
savored, Mr X's hazing into his own dream ended .with 
a bang louder than the petrol bombs that were detonat¬ 
ing over the southern deserts of Kuwait. Likewise the 
speedometer of bis dream dropped while the Middle 
East groveled in its political chaos. 

ironically too. the America that had been a conven¬ 
ient ally to his dream reneged and deflated him this time 
arouAd. He now had to -worry about the very means of 
his family's survival, while"the larger dreams are to 
wait indefinitely. ■ ., r - 

The case of Mr X 'is hardly an isolated example of 
collapsing fortunes in the wake of the Gulf Wan King¬ 
pins and middle class alike toppled f down and were 
brought back to their normal ex-tenets. 

However. Mr X belorigs to a different breed of king¬ 
pins. He is unique in his unchanged tenacity at creation 
and fus undying enterprising faith. Following the war, 
he bailed himself and his company out with the few re¬ 
maining -dollars invested in his deposit accounts. Re¬ 
claiming his company and his only hope is the type ol 
risk only fools would take. 

The normal and usual course of reaction would have 
be«i "to declare bankruptcy and sell off the company, 

, while keeping those precious hidden remaining dollar 
accounts. But a fool with a dream. Mr X's attitude is 
our missing oracle; It tells us. his kind of wealth, though 
unseen, unfoU.and untouched, is etemal and belongs u> 
all of us.' 

'Indeed, if you come to see it With bis eyes, knowl¬ 
edge as wealth is an indestructible asset and an inheri¬ 
tance of value unbound by time. Mr X may die an unre- 
alizfed dreamer. But such attitudes of .emancipation from 
material glory is what we shall need. Only .a tiny tweket 
of Arabs make today's enterprising free, the majority 
- are using mortar and stone to build-their dreams. 

Is our collection of fancy Taj Mahals and the sprawl¬ 
ing dunums, retained for their higher future redemption 
value, a true wealth. One day an earthquake will flatten 
these masonry dreams "and leave us all without inheri¬ 
tance. 

In the aftermath of Mr X's personal earthquake, his 
disposition on IiFe h$s not changed. He’s intact and now 
you can still find him searching for partners,to rebuild 

• that game prpam. But with hi$ |pwly reset material stat- 
■' us no one is listening. He jokingly says (hat a big maa- 
. i\on in.Abdou* is what he reailyyieeds to prick up the 

ears of Jordanian investors. He accuses that our inves¬ 
tors see no value in his patented technologies and the 
proven success record of his company, instead, our fi¬ 
nanciers want to see,' touch and smell material insurance 
against their money. 

Tenaciously, Mr X had been busy stitching the rags 
of his lost dream. Though the engine of his enterprise 
runs slower today, the spark hasn’t died. In light of his 
new solid commitment. I’ve seen a lot of reason to dedi- 
cate this article to him and to admonish those who have 

* remained in: their miserable 'vfory towers. What surely 
was an irreveraible end to those in his shoes, was the 
signaling of a new harvest seasoiAo Mr X. ■ 


Exhibitions 

■ Contemporary Arab Artists Exhi - ■ 
’ bitjoti,. The New Collection at the 

Darat Al Funon, continues -tiU 27 

February. k 

■ Plastic ad by Egyptian artists Mu- 
.hammatf Abd Af Rahim at the Roy- 
al Cultuifal Center, ends today. 

■ L'Institute du Monde A robe at 
.The French Cultural 1 Center, ends 
tdday, 

■ Mini Bazaar and open house at 

Um El .Kundum. Lithographs, old- 
postcards, and photographs on Jeru¬ 
salem,; Chinese paintings, arts-and 
crafts, fresh farm produce, off the 
Airport highway on ihe wdy to- the 
Arabian Horse Club, first left at the 
top. of. the hill. Friday 7 February 
from 11:00 am till* 5:00 pm. Tel: 
664S05. , • 


Films 

■ Mauvais Sang at the French Cnl- 
tural Center, 10 February, at 8:30 
pm. 
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Flyswatters better than magic bullets 


Public health is often best served by taking the low road 


The AIDS ‘drug cocktail.’ The dramatic fight against the Ebola 
virus in Zaire. These and other well-documented triumphs have 
given the public health establishment a high-tech image. But the 
image belies the facts. Common sense, simplicity and ease of use 
are still the keys to real advances—medically speaking—in the 
common good 




By Molly Colin 

A mong her global sojourns as a 
public health worker. Susan Hol¬ 
combe spent some time on the tiny 
Pacific island of Vacua to 
Levu where malaria was 
rampant. jjjjS 

Holcombe and others assess- (j|jo 
ing the problem finally linked the 
high rate of malarial infection to the 
country’s copious production of co¬ 
conut oil. As a result of this industry, lit¬ 
tle brown shells littered the humid ter¬ 
rain. Rain water collected in the shells, 
turning them into perfect breeding 
pools for mosquitoes. A solution to low¬ 
ering the rate of malarial infection was 
simple, recalls Holcombe, now director 
of Global Programs for Oxfam Ameri¬ 
ca: villagers were encouraged to clean up 
the shells, which reduced the number of 
mosquitoes, in turn cutting the risk of 
malaria. 

Such simple solutions are not un¬ 
common. Unlike the highly sophisti¬ 
cated and expensive procedures used 
to fight the deadly Ebola virus in the 
book and film. The Hot Zone , many 
public health measures can cost less 
than a daily newspaper. 

"‘Low-tech, non-sexy methods of 
preventing disease play a significant 
role in the health of populations of the 
world,’ - ' says Dr. Miriam Alexander, di¬ 
rector of the Preventive Medicine Pro¬ 
gram at Johns Hopkins School of Pub¬ 
lic Health. 

Some simple measures grow out of 
what may be perceived as common 
sense—washing hands to prevent the 
spread of the common cold, for in¬ 
stance. Other simple techniques are 
arrived at through costly scientific de¬ 
velopment. 

An effective treatment for diarrhea 
can be had for less than pennies a day 


Holike tfae higbly expensive 
procedures used to fight the 


and saves millions of lives. Diarrhea is 
the second leading cause of death 
among the world’s children, according 
to the World Health Organization. Di¬ 
arrhea itself is not a disease but 
REPORT ING . . _ r , , . 

from • _ ~ r— it is # 3 symptom of sin imclcriyifig ^ 
5jjy problem, usually the result ofin- 

lUH gesting food or water contami- 
nated by human waste. Diar¬ 
rhea can cause severe, and in children 
potentially fetal, dehydration. 

Oral rehydration salts, which cost 
about five cents to buy, are easy to use 
and in all but the severest cases of de¬ 
hydration can replace an intravenous 

needle, sterile so- ■— --• 

lution and a tech- „ ,,, , .... 

nician to insert IIBJIrG till! 
the needle. The « « 

salts don't stop procedures used 

Dr. Richard faH? EMi fllBI 

Gash, a Fellow at n « 

the Harvard Insti- i 116 wit £.0116, dll 
tute For Interna- , ki 

donal Develop- Dedltll Rt62Slir6S 

menL Rather, . », _ 

they allow recov- UKHl 3 Daily BEWS 

ery from the de¬ 
hydration and then the body heals it¬ 
self in the best of cases. “Oral 
rehydradon therapy represents highly 
appropriate technology,” he says. 

One of the best preventions against 
diarrhea is washing hands with soap 
and dean water—or even clean mud- 
after defecation and before cooking or 
eating. Other simple measures to pro¬ 
vide uncontaminated water for drink¬ 
ing or personal hygiene include dig¬ 
ging deep, covered wells; using clean, 
covered containers to carry or store wa¬ 
ter in; disinfecting water either by 
chemical means or boiling it; or deliv¬ 
ering potable water to villages. 

But in the developing world even 


Die lot 2one,mauy public 
health measures can cost less 


dean water and adequate sanitation 
can be difficult or imjxissible to |>ossess 
for reasons of cost or accessibility. 
Those who know to boil water often 
can't afford fuel or firewood. 

Another ,simple measure to fight di¬ 
arrhea, typhoid and parasitical infec¬ 
tions is to set up safe latrines so that 
waste water doesn't seep into the 
ground water. One type of effective la¬ 
trine that costs around US$5 to buy is 
designed to contain flies. In tropical ar¬ 
eas, rain attracts many Hies. The insects 
are a major transmitter of diarrhea after 
they have had contact with human fe- 
%tKr JL 'cesand carry the 
_■_ infection else- 

expensive where. The so- 

called "V.I.P" la- 

tQ fight tile trine has a 

■ a. a ventilation pipe 

5 ID the film, covered by a 

■ l- screen. The inie- 

ny (HiDlfC nor of the toilet is 

I kept dark. Be- 

Can C8St less cause flies are at¬ 

tracted to light. 

paper the flies fly to die 

end of the pipe 
and can't get uuL But while die design 
and price may seem right. "It's hard to 
get folks to shell out $5 to buy a la¬ 
trine,” says Holcombe. 

High on the list oi'public health solu¬ 
tions for most intestinal infections and di¬ 
arrhea are simple pit latrines, according 
to Marion Jenkins, a former UNICEF wa¬ 
ter and sanitation expert in Benin. “They 
have been shown in epidemiological 
studies to be more effective titan im¬ 
proved water supplies.” she says. Now a 
doctoral student at die University of Cal¬ 
ifornia. Davis, Jenkins is working with 
UNICEF on eliminating guinea worm 
disease. Guinea worm is a disease ac- 
►LOW ROAD PACE 2 


It's not the insecticide, it’s haw you use rt 


Malaria hobbled by mosquito nets 


Urfa Kamal Majumdtr 
IPLE IN Bangladesh’s soufo- 
stem and north-eastern dis- 
cts bordering India who suffer 
»m high fever and behave ab- 
innally, are unable to stand and 
ilk on their own, or have con- 
s are suspected by health work- 

— sufiering from cerebral malar- 
t untreated, the risk of death for 

the patient—whose brain 
'*£- js attacked by the malari- 

— al parasite—is very high. 

Patients are not so 

— much at risk if they are at- 
3y Jess complicated varieties of 

which are cured with a three- 
lise of chioroquine tablets, but 
„« s of the variety malaria has 
\ asa majorpublic health threat 
Fthe 490 border thanas (sub- 
,) Since 1993,malanahasbeen 
£ad and has caused at least 


1991, and in the most affected hill dis¬ 
tricts—Bandarban, Rangamau, Kha- 
grachhari and Cox’s Bazaar—even very 
localized spraying of insecticides has 
proved useless because, after biting hu¬ 
mans, mosquitoes flee to forests instead 
of resting on walls or fences of houses. 

Against this backdrop, health offi¬ 
cials started in 1995 encouraging peo¬ 
ple to use mosquito nets treated with 

the insecticide Delta-methrine. In the 
beginning they distributed 400 treated 
mosquito nets free of costs to 200 fam¬ 
ilies living in Barachhara, a village four 

wqr'srro*>■>'•''■- 


kilometers from die town nf C«»x‘s 
Bazaar. According to Dr. Quazi Enam- 
ul klabir. who was associated with drat 
operation, one month after the nets 
were distributed malaria deaths in the 
village—which was experiencing an 
epidemic—had stopped. 

Since then, officials arc urging all 
people to use treated mosquito nets af¬ 
ter sunset. Tirana health complexes 
make insecticide solutions available 
for villagers to retreat their nets. 
Health workers also use village 
► MALARIA HOBBLED PAGE 3 







last few years health wort- 
irectorate of Heal* Ser- 
.ed in the affected districts 
rained in “early diagnosis 
. treatment techniques to 
tbs caused bymalana.B«t 

stripped to deal with *e 

mosquito, W^ch 

the hiB> r slopes and 

Ij^ease. Spraymg dwelhng 5 
has been banned since 
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Maybe there was a hole: when used, pesticide-treated mosquito nets have dra¬ 
matically reduced the spread of malaria, a globally resurgent disease 



Keep it simple: a potentially rabid dog tries to avoid capture. In Europe, scattering vaccinated baits out of 
aircraft has checked the spread of rabies, greatly reducing the number of scenes like this 


Disease-carrying foxes elude hunters 

Cure for rabies gets 
thrown out of plane 

By Jacqueline iVcssefins as these were not perfectly synchro- 

abies is endemic in large parts of nized and (partly for economical rea- 
ihe world. Worldwide, more than sons) not always done on an ideally 
33.000 people die of rabies each large scale, d\is did not prevent a major 
year, mostly from the bites or outbreak of rabies in 1989. From then 
scratches of rabid dogs. on, however, its occurrence regressed 

In Europe, however, rabies is in most countries as the vaccination 
mainly carried by foxes or bats. Due to campaigns were intensified, 
a oral vaccination the rabies has situa- A great spring offensive took place 

tiun improved dramatically over the past in 1994: 10 European countries took 
decade. In 19S3. the total of reported ra- part in it, with an area of aboutS00,000 
bics cases in Europe amounted reporTI VC square kilometers being cov- 

to 23.002. In 1995. when oral TfiM = - A ered. The campaign was co- 

v-jccinationKvas cabled oittfn # iMPffojl jD *^rdinatedivithlftsi^Jpfort of 
most European countries. AinultjuJnllH the World Health Organiza- 


ni'iM European countries. HlffU 1 
S.I 34 cases were reported. In 
some countries, fox-transmitted rabies 
has already totally disappeared. 

Fox-mediated rabies did not appear 
in Western Europe before the 1960s. 
At first, the disease was fought by 
killing rabies-carrying animals. Tlus 
proved unsuccessful, since it was often 
impossible to gel hold of the iiifected 
animals. So Europe turned to an ap¬ 
proach first tested in the United States 
in tile 1960s after two severe outbreaks 
of the disease, one in Arctic foxes in 
Canada and one in foxes in central New 
York State. This was die dropping of 
vaccinated baits in areas where die po¬ 
tential carriers could find and eat diem. 

Since the first field trial in Switzer¬ 
land in 1978—with vaccine contained 
in chit ken heads—more dian 59 mil¬ 
lion vaccine baits have been scattered 
throughout 15 countries in Europe and 
North America. In Europe alone. 14 
millions bails are placed by hand or he¬ 
licopter each year. 

Many improvements have been 
made. The chicken head was replaced 
by machine-made baits that are easy to 
mass produce. And, more importantly, 
the vaccine initially used, which made 
r* idciits and some other animal species 
ill when they ingested it. was—at [east 
in s» >me countries—replaced by a more 
innocuous one. 

In the second half of the 19S0s. 
most West-European countries took 
pari in the vaccination campaigns. But, 


ti on’s Veterinary Public 
Health Unit and partly financed by the 
European Union. The statistics on ra¬ 
bies are updated every week by the 
WHO Collaboration Centre for Rabies 
Surveillance and Research in the Ger¬ 
man town o{Tubingen, and published 
in the weekly Rabies Bulletin. All these 
measures resulted in a substantia] drop 

In Switzerland, oral vaccination 


of the disease, but only after 
60 percent of the foxes bad 
been vaccinated 

in the number of rabies cases in ani¬ 
mals. Nowadays, the rare cases of hu¬ 
man (and even canine) rabies are most¬ 
ly imported from outside Europe. 

In Germany, for instance, the num¬ 
ber of rabies cases fell from 5,572 in 
1990. to S53 in 1993. In France, one of 

the last countries to join the vaccination 
campaigns, the drop was even more 
spectacular: from 4,213 in 19S9 io 17 
in 1996: a decrease of 99.6 percent. 
“We have often been criticized for wait¬ 
ing so long.” says Dr. Michel Aubert, 
who heads the French vaccination 
campaign. ^But we didn't want to take 
the risk of infecting rodents and pre¬ 


ferred to try and develop a safer vac¬ 
cine. Eventually, we were proved right: 
now we are the only country showing a 
permanent decrease in anim al rallies.” 

The further one goes to the West, die 
less rabies one finds. In The Netherlands, 
bordering Germany and Belgium, not a 
single case of rabies in Foxes has been re¬ 
ported for several years. As a result, the 
placement of vaccine baits has stopped. 

Unfortunately, there still remain a 
few areas where foe disease keeps com¬ 
ing back. The situation is not as bad as 
in die US, where the disease has ex¬ 
ploded, not only among foxes but 
among raccoons as well. One reason for 
this is that the larger the distances the 
animals can freely roam, the greater the 
difficulty in halting die disease. In 
Switzerland, for example, oral vaccina¬ 
tion of foxes stopped the spread of the 
disease, but only after 60 percent of 
foxes had been vaccinated. A similar 
program in New York state to deal widi 
raccoons could take 20 years to com¬ 
plete, according to a CDC (Center for 
Disease Control) report. 

To deal with die problem, vaccine 
baits must be increased and die vacci¬ 
nation programs need to be synchro¬ 
nized. Aubert cites the example of die 
former East Germany, which was vac¬ 
cinated as a whole when it was reunit¬ 
ed with West Germany and has been 
rabies-free ever since. Previously', rabies 
was successfully'eradicated in some ar¬ 
eas but reappeared in others. 

In bats, rabies seems impossible to 
eradicate for the time being. “Only bv 
informing die public can one prevent it 
from spreading “says Aubert. Bats are 
infected in most countries, even in fox 
rabies-free Holland. “Bats are a pro¬ 
tected species, and one is neither al¬ 
lowed to kill nor to remove them, 1 ’’ ac¬ 
cording to one official from the Dutch 
Ministry of Health. “Moreover, hats are 
insect eaters, and we are as unable to in- 
traduce vaccine into insects as to use 
these as baits.” 

There lie the limits to die use of this 
otherwise successful inediod of oral 
vaccination, which has been used also 
to combat echinococcosis (tape worm) 
in foxes. Despite this drawback, most 
scientists are convinced that rabies in 
Europe will be eradicated in foe near 
future.® 

Jacqueline Wesseuus is an 
Amsterdam-based freelance writer 
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MALARIA HOBBLED 
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schools as centers where villagers can 
get their mosquito nets dipped and 
dried in their presence. The insecti¬ 
cide solution is given free. School 
teachers, clerics, rural leaders and 
tribal headmen are all utilized to get 
people lo use treated nets. 

Says Dr. A.M. Zakir Hussain, Di¬ 
rector of Primary Health Care and Dis¬ 
ease Control of the gpvemment, the use 
of mosefuito nets has proved ‘"efficient 
and effective . 17 So far about 100,000 
nets have been treated in the most 
heavily afflicted affected districts. 
Hussain, who himself uses created 
mosquito nets, notes that bed-bugs 
and head lice also die after coming 
into contact with those. 

According to Hussain, authorities 
have faced no problems so far. Only 
one letter, complaining the increase of 
acute respiratory infections (AR1) 
among children, was received at the 
Bangladesh Agricultural Research 
Council in Dhaka last year. But the 
writer of the letter, from Sylhet dis¬ 
trict. could not be traced. Health offi¬ 
cials say Delta-metliline winch has re¬ 
cently been banned for agricultural 
uses in Bangladesh for its harmful ef¬ 
fects on aquatic life, has nothing to do 
with ARJ. 

A treated net remains effective for 
about nine months. Health workers 
advise people of the affected * t thanas r> 
to get their mosquito nets treated at 
least once every year. The method is 
also cheap. One liter of Delta-metrine 


which costs about US$25 is sufficient 
to treat at least 70 mosquito nets for 
nine months. Preparation of solutions, 
dipping, dripping and dryiug of nets, 
however, should be efficient to get op¬ 
timum results. The program is being 
supported by WHO under a program 
of Integrated Control ofVector Borne 
Diseases. 

The practice of using mosquito 
nets is common among high, middle 





and lower middle class families in 
Bangladesh. A poor family, however, 
is usually deterred by the investment 
of about $6-15 needed for a mosquito 
net. Says Mohammed Abut Kama!, 
Head of Medical Sociology of the In¬ 
stitute of Epidemiology. Disease Con¬ 
trol and Research (IEDCR) of the 
government, most people accept the 
nets, though a few complain that it 


adds to their discomfort during the 
hot summer months. 

Abul Kamal is studying the exper¬ 
imental application of treated mos¬ 
quito nets to curb Kala Azar,a disease 
spread by sand flies. To make treated 
mosquito nets deadly to the sand flies, 
the same Delta-methrine is used abut 
the dose is doubled, he says. 

By 1970 about 80 percent of 
Bangladesh had become malaria-free 
after the implementation of a 14- 
year malaria eradication program 
with support from WHO and 
USAID. All households in 
Bangladesh were sprayed with 
DDT under that program, which 
had given an added benefit of 
checking the outbreak of lvala 
Azar. The hilly areas, however, 
were left uncovered when the 
1971 war of liberation broke out. 
The malaria eradication program 
was later scaled down to a malaria 
control program. 

.Since the late 1970s malaria 
started showing signs of its coming 
back. During the last four years the 
attack of cerebral malaria has been 
widespread. During 1994 and 1995 
die disease had taken epidemic pro¬ 
portions in some areas. During the two 
years I.27S and 1.589 people respec¬ 
tively died of the disease, official statis¬ 
tics show. In 1996. however, there was 
no epidemic—something that may be at¬ 
tributable to the treated netting.© 


A cure for ‘needlephobia’ 


Vaccines on the lunch menu 


MOSTAFA MaJUMDEK IS A BANGLADESHI 
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quired by drinking water containing 
worm larvae. There is no cure for the gen¬ 
erally' non-fatal but debilitating disease. 

Eradicating guinea worm disease is 
‘■‘horribly simple and low tech.^jenkins 
said. It consists of filtering drinking wa¬ 
ter dtrough a piece of cotton cluth that 
most people already have. What’s more, 
new research on cholera suggests that fil¬ 
tering water as for guinea worm disease 
might vastly reduce cholera cases. This 
is because cholera appears to live per¬ 
manently in plankton and copepods. a 
kind of tiny crab-like water creature, es¬ 
pecially in coastal waters. 

In many cases, vaccines offer even less 


expensive and easily administered pro¬ 
tection against disease: polio requires 
only a few drops of liquid to swallow. 
There is a vaccine For cholera but its ef¬ 
fects are not long lasting. And experts ask 
whether it is appropriate to give if there 
is good water and sanitation available. 

While many of these simple public 
health measures are available around the 
globe, education, information and mar¬ 
keting the latest tactic are fundamental to 
dieir adoption. 

To the casual observer, public health 
is simply a matter of common sense. 
Common sense, however, does not cross 
cultural and national boundaries in one 
form like a bottle of Coca-Cola. 

'"We have made the error in promot¬ 
ing the use of latrines in developing 


countries based on the germ theory of 
diseases to convince people of their ad¬ 
vantages,” says Jenkins. “In fact, a more 
effective message in die cultural context 
of Benin, is promoting latrines for rea¬ 
sons of increased privacy and conve¬ 
nience, especially for women, or for im¬ 
proved safety from snakes and other 
culturally perceived dangers of defecat¬ 
ing in the bush diat exist as part of their 
collective belief system” 

“If die goal of using die latrines is 
met."" she concludes. ” it doesn’t mat¬ 
ter in die end whvJ” 1 © 


Molly Cou.n. a former Canadian- 
correspondent fob Aeu'szeeek, is 

CURRENTLY A BOSTON-BASED FREE¬ 
LANCE WRITER. 


By Sally Weeks 

ew vaccines grown in food 
could have a dramatic health efr 
feet in developing countries 
where many of the current im¬ 
munizations are too expensive 
for widespread use, according to 
plant scientist Dr. Charles J. Arntzen. 

This is not just futuristic 

rJ J - - . . REPt 

musing. Human testing is imxm- 

nent on an anti-diarrheal vac- ijjnjjj 

cine grown in potatoes, and (Hffi 

work is well under way on a he- 

patdtis B immunization that will come 

in bananas. The idea of special strains 

of fruits and vegetables with budt-m 

pharmaceuticals may lead eventually to 

profound changes in the way people 

everywhere think about medicine. 

“Our focus now is on the developing 
world” says Arntzen, whose research 
team in Ithaca, Nerw York, is committed 
to making inexpensive vaccines that can 
be efficiently administered in the Third 
World, including transport and storage 
without refrigeration. 

Ease of use is the key. “The eradica¬ 
tion of polio in North and South Amer¬ 
ica is due to the efficient system of deliv¬ 
ering the vaccine,” noted Arntzen. 

His group has had exceptionally en¬ 
couraging results in its work ro fight di¬ 
arrheal diseases, which HQ an estimat¬ 
ed 5 million children a year in 
developing countries. In the US and 
other industrialized areas, diarrhea 
generally can be treated effectively with 
hydration therapy. 

“But if you’re in the Third World and 
you’re an infant—and the water is cont¬ 
aminated—it becomes life-threatening,” 
he observes. 

Using genetic manipulation, 
Amtzen's team introduced into potatoes 
a protein from an infectious variety of E. 
coli that causes diarrhea. When potatoes 
grown from the special sixain are fed to 
mice, the animals produce appropriate 
antibodies. The results are especially 
promising because they showed that 
oral ingestion of the potatoes—without 
any injection—appeared sufficient to 
create immunity. 

Human tests are needed to prove 


REPORTTKG 

FROM 


ibis, however, because mice don’t con¬ 
tract the h uman form of diarrheal dis¬ 
eases. An application for the first phase 
of human testing is pending before the 
US Food and Drug Administration and 
approval is expected, perhaps within a 
few months. If granted, adult volunteers 
will participate. 

One problem with using 
— potatoes for the vaccine is that 
j| they will have to be eaten raw 
IA (cooking appears to destroy the 
special protein). A single small 
potato would be enough for a dose, 
however, so Arntzen says earing it raw is 
not out of the question. Butit is not ide¬ 
al, and presumably would not be suit¬ 
able for infants. 

Thus the researchers have already 


shown that they can introduce a foreign 
protein, into the fruit-— this time a gene 
associated with hepatitis B. 

“We have our first bananas in 
seedling form,” says Arntzen. “These 
will take about two years to grow to ma¬ 
turity so we can test thevaccine content 
of die fruit. 7 ’ 

Hepatitis B vaccination “ would be 
recommended around the world if there 
were a cost-effective vaccine,” says 
Arntzen. Currently the synthetically 
produced version costs about US$150 
per immunization. He’s hoping the ge¬ 
netically altered ba n a n as will provide an 
affordable alternative. 

For the banana research, the Ithaca 
group has teamed up with scientists in 
Zrapuato, Mexico. This was partly be¬ 


cause the US scientists needed a coun¬ 
try where bananas can be grown, nut 
also because they felt it important to be¬ 
gin collaborative research with a devel¬ 
oping country feiriy eadyin the process 
of making a newvaccine. _ 

Doing all the work in the United 
States, “then sending a .package all 
dressed up with a bow and puttingit on 

their doorstep” is not a good way to get 
results, observes Arntzen. 

“The Rockefeller Foundation is pro¬ 
viding funding in Mexico, and they are 
interested in engaging the Ministry of 

Health there and in other countries,” he 

says. “If the other countries are involved, 
the whole project and resulting drugs 
will be more effective.” . 

He emphasized that vaccine-carrying 
food will not be sitting unmarked on 
grocery-store shelves. The fruits or veg¬ 
etables will be produced and distributed 
maccmtrolledfeshion,insomewayslike 

die pharmaceuticals of today. 

Axntxcn admits the whole idea may 
take somegettingused to,but says it may 
sound stranger in the US than in other 
conntnes. ... 

“In the devdopingworid, most coun¬ 
tries use herbal medicines,”he explains. 
“Plants are an accepted part of the deliv¬ 
ery system for pharmaceuticals-” In the 
US, the general pattern—even forpiroven 
herbal remedies—is to isolate the effec¬ 
tive dement, reproduce it synthetically 
in tbelabandmakea pniout oTit. ■ > H - 
“IPs not unreasonable to ask Why we 
go through all that. Why not just drink 
the tea?” ® " , 
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We make sure that you will 
Manage! 
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24-Hour Customer Service • AT&T Fiber Optic Networks 
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Programs on JTV 
from 8-14 February 


m! 




Amman cinemas 


Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): 

Vampire in Brooklyn 
Philadelphia II (Tel: 634149): 

The American President 
Plaza (Tel: 699238): 

Judge Dredd 
Concord / (Tel: 677429): 

The Fan 

Concord II (Tel: 677420): 

Custom MadeCitizen(Phi\ \ 


Highlight of Eid Al-fitr week at 

the Pleasure Dome 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 
SATURDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 
1:05— Cartoon 
2:30—Tilt (Comedy) 

3:00—French programs 
4:00— Peking Acroba 
5J0—I love Jucy 

6 KM)—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Hanging with Mr 
Cooper (Comedy) 

8:00—America's Funniest 

Home Videos 
8:30—Innocent Victims 
(Mini Series) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Yanni 
11:15— Feature Film: 

Dantes with Wolves 

SUNDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 

1:05—Star Chaser (Cartoon) 

2 JO—Tilt 

4:00— French Progr ams 
5:30— I Love Lucy 
6:00—French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 

7 J5—Fresh Prince of Bel 
Air 

8:00—America's Funniest 

Home Videos 

8 JO—Innocent Victims 
fMini Series) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Boston Pops 
12:00—Feature Film: Thai is 
Entertainment , starring: Fred 
Astair and Gene Kelly 

MONDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 
1:05—Cartoon 
2:30—Tilt 

3:00—French Program 
4:00—Feature Film 
5 JO—1 love Lucy 
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ACROSS 

1 Hfewy 

5 Satisfy 
9 Patmlnit 

14 Away from 
ffe wind 

15 Grouch 

16 Keep out of 
reach 

17 Teased 

18 Del 


19 Saltpeter 

20 Revises 
testimony 

23 T wo- 
wbeeted 


25 Recent 
27 Pendent! 
32 Space tor 
activity 

36 Baldwin or 
Guinness 


evidence 

43 WingSffl 

44 CraamoMhe 
crop 

45 Beginning 

46 Light again 
48 Sixth sens© 
50 Author 

Shotom 
53 Renter 
58 Get rich, ina 
way 

63 Spring 
month 

64 Uninteresting 

65 Plus 

66 Engfish 
novelist 

67 Zest 

68 Govtagt 

69 Poetry 


3 Fanfly 
veHcie 

4 Adotescent 


5 Plan 

B War god 

7 Fortune- 
leffingcard 

8 Dark wood 

9 More 
compact 

10 Landed 

11 BaBet gam 

12 Utopia 

13 Withered 

21 Doomed one 

22 Upright 

26 Fade 

28 1 met _ 
with—' 

29 Indies a 
watchdog 

30 Actress 
Sommer 

31 Musical 


34 Almost round 

35 Cuzco's land 

37 

Meerabtes" 

38 Itafian 
princely 
famiy 

41 Oveiwaight 

42 Hawsers 
47 Composer 

Gustav 
49 Vehicle on 
tunneis 

51 Box 

52 Ot sixty 
minutes 

54 GHche* 

55 Alabama cOy 

56 School 
asstpvnert 

57 SchootXJy 


dstance 
40 Hide 


70 RoW.— 

71 Utters 


DOWN ^ 

1 Make thirsty 32 

2 Wand 33 


58 CuHvated 
(and 

59 Sword 

60 tsmel—' 

61 EM) or neap 

62 Muse 
number 


O 1997, Trfcune Media Soviet* 
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Yanni, Saturday at 10:25 pm 

6:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—America's Funniest 

Home Videos 

8:00—Seduced by Madness 
iBosi Seller) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: 
Remembrance, staring: Angie 
Dekinson and Jeffery Nordling 
12:00—The Four Seasons 
(a visualization of Vivaldi’s 4 
Seasons Shot in Vienna) 

TUESDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 
1:05—Cartoon 
2J0—Tilt 

3:00—Feature Film: A Trib¬ 
ute to the Boys—Laurel and 
Hardy 


5:30—I Love Lucy 
6:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7 J5—Murphy Brown 
8:00—America’s Funniest 

Home Videos 

8:00—Seduced by Madness 
(Best Seller) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: 

Empire of the Sun, starring: 
John Maikov itch and Miranda 
Richardson 
12:00—Boston Pops 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—The Muppet Show 
2 JO—Cartoon 
3:30—French Programs 
4:00—Earth Revealed 


4:30— Escape from Jupiter 
5:00—News Flash 
5:30—Challenge iDoc) 

6:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7 J5— Comedy 
8:00—Challenges 
9:10—Drama 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Cobra 
1:05—Hart to Hart 

THURSDAY 

2:00— Holy Koran 
2:05—Cartoon 
2J0—Curiosity Show 
3:00— They Came from 
Outer Space & NBA 
Basketball 
5:00—News Rash 
5:02—Out of This World 
6:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7J5—Parenthood 
8:00—Cinema, Cinema, 
Cinema 

8:30—Babylon 5 1 Science 
Fietionj 

9:10—Kung Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: Armed 
and Innocent. starring: Gerald 
Mcraney and Kate Jackson 
12:00—Taratata 


FRIDAY Moma 

2:00—Holy Koran k 

2:05—Cartoon 6:00—Cnnce 

2:15—Play about & Flint- Jnlu-n 

stones & See How They Grow / f Ovn 

4:00—Crystal Maze 7:00—Lejou 

5:00—News Rash 7:15—Magai 

5:02—Science Encyclopedia Cinq s 

5:30—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines M ARDI 

7:35—America’s Funniest 3:00—Dessins animes 

Home Videos 3:30 Jeux 

8:00—You Bet Your Lire Ptvwrfl 

8JO— Babylon 5 (Science L x s 

imctriatiia rv - r u 'i awim -f-i-f o-.ii <n> 


Fiction I 

9:10—Frontline 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: The 
Bay Who Drank Too jlfucA, 
starring: Scot Baio and Lance 
Kcrwin 


PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANCAIS 
SAMED1 

1:30—Dessins animes 
3:00—Emission jeunesse 
Foie des behes 
6:00—Serie puticiere 

Lcs jures de 1'omhre 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Zivj 

DIMANCHE 

4:00—Rim 

- Fciiivs suuicr la 
hmn/Uf «, dive Louis dc 
Fimcs 

6:00—Yarieles 

Claude Nougaro 
7:00—I je journal 
7:15 —Magazine 

Magazine sud 

LUNDI 

1 JO—Dessins animes 
2:00—Magazine 
Mnntagnc 

U s areres Jc lumicre 
6:00—Concert 

Julien Cicrc a 
rtVyinphi 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 


• Turn Great Godmother Hatty's niffy 
dude ranch into a podunk, tinhorn, 
environment-fouling, Ya-hoo theme 
park? 

Olsen twins Mary-Kate and Ashley 
lead the battle of wits and wills to save 
the beloved ranch in the feature-length 
comedy How the West Was Fun. Trying 
to sell the spread out from under them 
is bumbling lower-than-a-snake's belly 
scoundrel Bart Gifooley (Martin Mull). 
“This ranch ain't big enough for the 
three of us," he snarls. Little does he 
know he's challenging two of the clev¬ 
erest second graders (advance reading 
group , too!) anywhere. 

Enjoy the show. And why not share 
an Olsen twins double feature? Also 
available from Warner Home Video are 
the Ashley/Mary-Kate movies. It Takes 
Two, Double, Double, Toil and Trouble 
and To Grandmother's House We Go. 

Courtesy: “The Pleasure Dome ” 
Tel 676558 - Fax: 5538087 
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Pyramide 
6:00—Serie 

La dame de Monsoreau 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Extra large 

MERCREDI 

3:00—Dessins animes 
3:30—Serie 

Lcs six compugnons de 
1'a venture 
6:00—Variety 

Sutprise sur prise 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Magazine sud 

JEUDI 

5 JO—Divertissement 

Le morvde est H vous 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Atomes crochus 

VENDREDI 

5:30—Rim 

*rTous les hommes sonl 
i/es memeurs - 

7:00—Le journal 
7:30—Magazine 
Alio la terre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: It’s always easier to 
learn while the sun's in Aquarius. 
Everybody’s in the mood, so it's 
almost like a party. 

Aries (March 21-Aprfl 19). You’re 
really going to feel like skipping 
work. If you do, get a studious friend 
to cover for you. Ask for help to keep 
up with a horrendous assignment. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Pay 
debts even if you’re not expecting 
any money in for a while. Gel a for¬ 
eign friend to help with your lan¬ 
guage lessons. 

G emini (May 21-June 21V. Don’t 
listen to your male’s silly scheme; it 
won’t work. If you need money, 
apply for loans or a job. 

Cancer (Jane 22-JuJy 22). It 
seems like the work you’re doing is 
getting you nowhere. Don’t fret, 
you’ll get some very significant stuff 
accomplished with the help of your 
mare. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Flirtations 
may not play out, so don’t take them 
too seriously. You'd better do your 
work as if your life depended on it. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-SepL 22). Don't 
worry about a mess at home. No 
damage will be done. Save as much 
time as possible for planning. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct 23). Review 
old material. Take care of a domestic 
dispute and decide on a new course 
of action. A romantic commitment 
could last a lifetime. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Money 
could slip through your fingers. Be 
careful. Domestic responsibilities 
nag at you. Give in to their demands. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
You’re feeling good, but you may 
not get much done. Review material 
you should know by now. Go shop¬ 
ping for something that mil help you. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Hand 
in an overdue assignment. Make well 
reasoned decisions about your 
finances and then go spend the 
money. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). A 
friend’s scheme won’t work. Advise 
him or her to go slowly. You may 
discover a requirement you forgot to 
meet Don’t freak out, just do it 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). If it 
seems like an older person isn't mak¬ 
ing sense, you're right. A project 
may change, so don't worry about iL 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: Take a journey with 
friends to put a nagging question to 
resL The truth will set you free. 

O B97. Tiib** M e di a S er vice* 


Bridge 

A Cheap Way to Buy Time 

By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 


Both vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 
4> A103 2 
5>Q73 
0104 
*QJ86 


WEST EAST 

44 *Q9876 

9542 VA86 

0Q9732 0K86 

4-7432 *A5 

SOUTH 
*KJ5 
U K J10 9 
O A J5 
+ K109 

The bidding: 

East South West North 

1* 1NT Pass 3 NT 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Three of 0 

There was a small price to pay if 
South was going to make three no 
trump. Can you spot it? 

Since South's one-no-trump 
overcall showed the equivalent of a 
sound no-trump opening bid. North's 
jump to game can be justified. Had 
West led a spade, declarer would 
have had no problem. What should 
the outcome be after a diamond lead? 


Jumble 


At the table declarer captured 
East's king of diamonds with the ace 
and forced out the ace of hearts. East 
returned a diamond, and West 
allowed dummy’s ten to win the 
trick Declarer had only eight tricks 
without clubs, it was easy enough to 
set up tricks in the suit, but declarer 
never got to enjoy them. East rushed 
up with the ace on the first dub lead 
and returned another diamond, and 
the defenders came to three diamond 
tricks to go with the two aces — 
down one. 

Curiously, the winning play is to 
give the opponents a trick to which 
they are not entitled, and in the 
process shut out two of their tricks. 
Declarer must allow the king of dia¬ 
monds to win the first trick, thereby 
surrendering a second trick in the 
suit. The continuation of the eight of 
diamonds is also ducked, declarer 
winning the third round of the suit. 
Since East is marked by the opening 
bid for both the ace of hearts and the 
ace of clubs, declarer can now go 
about driving both of them out and 
West cannot regain the lead. 

What if diamonds are 4-4? Thai is 
against the odds and unlikely 
because of the opening lead. West 
would not refrain from leading part¬ 
ner's suit to attack with a weak four- 
card minor. 

C IW7, Trilmae Mafia Services 


Unscramble ihcst tour words, oat 
Idler to nrfa square, id form roar 
ordimiy words. / 


YOSUM 


MOTCE 


RITHEH 


FIEBLE 



I wonder where 
he's going 




TURTLE5 LIVE 
IN THESE 


Now arrange thedrded letters to form 
the surprise answer, as suggested by 
the above cartoon. 


I I I I I H HU 

S3WOH 3H90W — 3S3 til ' jartVSII V 
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Eid Al-Fitr weeks 3 special 
Video Releases 

■ Dazed And Confused: It’s the last day uf high 
school before summer vacation 1976 (The film is 
shot in the 90’s though). There are fixes for every¬ 
thing that bothers you at 17. Sex is still safe; drugs 
are not dangerous yet and booze is having fun. 
The soundtrack on this film is a real killer of a 
track, song after song of the greatest from the 60's 
and 70's. 

■ To Die For: Nicole Kidman is even more stunning 
than ever in her role as a weather reporter on TV. 
Married with the not so ambitious Matt Dillon, 
she would do anything to get what she wants.—, 
absolutely anything. “What's the point of doing 
anything if people are not watching"! 

■ Unlawful Entry: A policeman's concern for the 
safety of a couple living in the neighborhood be¬ 
comes a twisted obsession. The protector becomes 
the predator and security develops to he the cou¬ 
ples nightmare. An excellent thriller starring Kurt 
Russell, Ray Liotta. and Madeleine Stowe. 


L»fn77rnTTTim!F! fTiTniTYl IJTCKU WJu) 


INDEPENDENCE DAY: The film that grossed 
more than any other in the history of box office 

sa ^ es> Courtesy: "The Pleasure Dome" 

TeU 676558 - Fax: 5538087 



Words of 
Wisdom 


j . Never make plans based 

on faulty assumptions. 

• m m 

j ; Opinions are the arrows 
! that speed action — it just 
I ; seems 

j i as if die bad ones move 
i • faster than others. 

; ! • • • 

; ; Id any new business pro- 
j ; ject, a small percentage of 
employees will be enthusias- 
: tic. a larger percentage will, 
be pessimistic and the vast] 
; ’ majority won’t care. i 

j ; Guilt seeks both punish- 
| 1 meat and escape from pun- 
: ishmenL 

» • 9 i 

! Experience leads to judg¬ 
ment, willingly or not. 

• • • 

j ■ Living on plans of what 
| ; you'd like to be doing is no 
j j kind of life at alL 

, O 1997. Tribune Media Services j 


Source Harpers Index quoting FandyClrcie Magazine Survey. 


The average man sees his parenta 47 times a year. The 
average wexnan sees her parents 62 times a year. 

C 1997. Tribune Mctfii Services 


Subscribe to 

?Star 

L_ ( •Ionian's pofflical, economic 
and cultural weekly 

And save ! ! 

Name:- 

Position:- 

Company:_____ 

Address:_ 


P.O.Box:_ 


Country: 


□ Home Delivery Q Local Mail Q Air Mail 

The Star 

Tel. 652380 / 645380 Fax. 648298 
P.O. Box. 9313 Amman (11191) Jordan 
E-mail: Star@nets.com.jo 
Star@arabia.com 


Jordan: JD 20 (Home delivery or by Post) 
Arab countries: US$ 75, 

Europe - USA - Canada - Australia:US$ 100. 


O 1997. Tribune Media Serried 
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Supplement 


L’apres-Hebron en discussion 

. 9YasserArafat (notrephoto) et Benjamin Netanyahou doiventserencontreremjourd’hmdErez. 

‘ A 3 • '■ ' :-4 de passage entre Israel et Ut bande.de Cfifl. pour discuter des dozers en aspen, 

J- apres I'accord d'Hibron signe le 15 Janvier dernier. . , . ’ ' ^ . 

; •••■• Avant ce sommet, le leader palestinieu a etabli une lisle de 34 points uiehis dans Us accords 

"* |H' ' d'auionomie qui n'anttoujourspas etc regies. IIa qffirmequ’ildemanderaitun arbitrage 

I international si Israel ne respectait pas ses engagements. .. 

Parnti les demandes de Yasser Arafat figurent la liberation des pnsomuers patesnmens, l ouvature 
* Gaza, el laceration de points de passage entre la Cardan* «la band* 
de GazALe president Palestinian denonce egalemenl le bondage lottos*? par - 

territoires palestiniens. boudage qui a pruvoque une aggravation rfa 
partieUe de reconomic palestinienne . MArafat a esiuni que le boudage des temtoiresfmm 

cn frangais du Star lesdeuxmoisledimarrageden **° ciaxian5surkstatut/7a/ertDnra * 
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S'il s'avere imp 

lot pour jugcr de son effi- 
cacilc. unc chose est sure: 
un reseau cu ra¬ 
nt cditerranccn dc defense 
des droiis de I'Homme 
cxistc dcsormais. 

Pour ccux qui icnieronl 
de le discrddiier. la tiichc 
sera difficile. Celui-ci 
s'appuie en cffci sur des 
defen.seurs rceonnus des 
droits de 1 'Humme qui 
icuvrcnt depuis longicmps 
dans ia region mediterra- 
neenne. 

Cc reseau vj truvailler 
duns le cadre d un mandat 
de surveillance, confer¬ 
ment ent aux diftovnts 
texles de protection des 
droits de 1'Homme deja 

cxisiunu-. 

H esi probable que ce 
reseau. qui a vu Ic jour en 
janvicr dernier lors d'unc 
reunion ii Copcnhaguc. ne 
puissc pus dans les fails se 
reveler ires ellicacc sur le 
terrain et suit oblige de 
ressemhlcr a une organi¬ 
sation sengageant plus 
pur la parole que par 
I'uction. 

Mais lu vo Ionic el 
renlhousiasnic ncccs- 
saircs au lance mem de 
Idles actions sent bien la. 
Les nombreux debats en¬ 
gages lors dc la reunion 
danoise entre les partici¬ 
pants ont abouti j unc 
declaration concrete aux- 
quels les pays signataircs 
de la declaration de 
Barcclonc doivent se 
plier. 

11 s'agit dcsormais pour 
ce reseau de lain: appli- 
quer les textes el de de- 
ncmcer les violations com- 
mises dans certains pays. 

Unc telle initiative ne 
peut ctre que louee et en- 
courugee. II n’est plus to- 
terable dc maintenir le si¬ 
lence sur la mort d'un 
journalislc. ou bien sur 
('incarceration de per- 
sonnes pendant dcs an- 
nees ou dcs deccnnies qui 
n’ont com mis com me seul 
crime que cclui d'avorr 
exprime Icurs opinions. 
Dc nombreuses pratiques 
d'un autre age doivent 
elles aussi aujourd'hui dis- 
parailrc. idles que 
I'excision foniSe dcs 
femmes ou bien les 
crimes d'honneur. De 
plus. i( est inimaeinable 
que dans un monde qui 
s'apprctc a entrer dans le 
21 erne sieclc. on tolere 
encore la condamnation 
de ccrtaines personnes 
uniquemcm pour dcs rai¬ 
sons nicialcs ou rcligicu- 
scs. 

Ce niseau qui regroupe 
les Elites intellectuelles de 
sociftcs difl'iirenlcs doit 
permeure. avec tous les 
defenseurs dcs droits de 
1'Homme travaillant de- 
puis ddja longiemps dans 
cc domninc. d'obienir cn- 
fin I'applicalion des droits 
dc I'Hommc dans la zone 
curo-m£diLerran£enne. 

Tous les pays concer- 
nes par cc nouveau rfiseau 
doivent aujourd'hui tenir 
comptc d'unc realitd toule 
simple, qui est que I'ctre 
humain n'ignorc plus ses 
droits essenticls. El si cer¬ 
tains pays conlinuent de 
nier le progrfis et le deve- 
loppcmcnt de la con¬ 
science humaine. its ris- 
quent de rater le train de 
la sficuritl et de la stability 
qui eonfortera leur avc- 


Sa'eda Kilani 

Le Jourdain, 
on y revient. 
Tous les jeudis 
dans le Star 

645 380 


Transports 

Un long train de privatisations 

La Jordanie cherche actuellement a ameliorer ses transports 
publics et souhaite developper son reseau ferroviaire . Des projets 
couteux qui doivent passer par la privatisation de certains sendees. 


Pour la Jordanie. 

la modernisation de ses moyens 
dc transports est primordiale 
atm dc preparer Ic pays h ren¬ 
tier dans Ic 21 erne siecle. Cer¬ 
tains grands domaines de 
('economic, tels que recemmcnt 
celui des telecommunications, 
doivent en effet aujourd'hui 
ctre confies a des compagnies 
privies pour alleger le budget 
de I'EtaL Une priorite fixSc par 
le eouvememeni de M.Kabariti 
quf a fete cede semaine son 
premier anniversaire. 

Charge de cc dossier, le mi- 
nistre des Transports Naser al 
Lawzi comptc sur la Banque 
mondiale et des investisscurs 
etrangers pour mencr a bien la 
privatisation de la STP. la so- 
cicte de transports publics, et 
cclie les chemins de fer 
d' Aqaba. 

-Za Jordanie coinpie au- 
jourd’hui crier une infrastruc¬ 
ture de ivies ferries rar- 
allclcmcni aux lignes deviation 
deja en sen ice - explique Naser 
al Lavuzi. Le projet le plus im¬ 
portant actuellement a I'ctudc 
est done U cession de la ligne 
du Hijaz. qui. cn Jordanie. relic 
Amman ii Ma'an. Lrte ligne qui 
a etc proiongee vers Aqaba 
pour Ic transport des phos¬ 
phates. - La voic allant 
tl'Amman a Aqaba est en nuut- 
wits elat el coiite cher au bud¬ 
get gouvemcmcnial" explique 



Le probleme des transports urbains se pose encore plus cruelle- 
ment lors de la periode du ramadan. 


n 


Naser al Lawzi, ministre 
des Transports 


Naser al Lawzi. -Chaque tonne 
de phosphate transportee entre 
les mines de Ain el Badia et 
Aqaba coiite 1.5 JD au gou- 
Ycmcmcnt *. Un chiffre qui de- 
vient tres lound lorsqu'on Ic 
compare au volume prfvu dc 
production de phosphates, it sa- 
voir 10 millions de tonnes en 

ran 2000. 

La rehabilitation de cctte 
ligne passe par la renovation 
dcs rails, la creation d'un nou¬ 
veau ironv'on allant vers les 
mines dc Shidiya. fachai de 
nouvelles locomotives et de 
nouveuux wagons. *Pottrquoi 
ne pas essayer de confer la 
geslion Je cette ligne it unc so- 
ciete faisant le lien entre un 
consortium d'imestisscurs 
etrangers et la compugnie dc 
phosphates, seule utilisairicc 
Je cctte ligne*. sc demande 
Naser al Lawzi. Un projet qui 
attend desormais les proposi¬ 
tions financieres et techniques 
de plusieurs soci£t£s intema- 
tionales. 

-L’avcnir des voies de chemin 
de fer en Jordanie ne doit pas 
uniquement se homer au trans¬ 


port des marchandises. Ac- 
tuellement. une seule ligne de 
voyageurs part de Amman, 
pour relier Damas. -II est indis¬ 
pensable de promouvoir les 
transports entre les pays de la 
region, centime par cxemple 
cnee /’Irak - uffirme Naser al 
Lawzi. *// cxiste aussi tin pro¬ 
jet avee IsruL'l pour crier une 
ligne allant J'lrbid a Haifa. 
Mais cela riest pour l’instant 
qtt'une idee. *. 

Pour desengorger les trans- 


dc transport entre la 
premiere et ia trorsiemc 
'-Wjjf viilc du pays se fait de 
■ plus en plus urgent de- 

* 4 X P 11 ** !•* guerre du Colfc 
b k’' qui a entraine une im- 
■ portante augmentation 
£ ' de Li population. De 

< pki*.. il est necessaire 
i ,*!' d'anifliorcr le service 
. ol'fcn et la securiie des 
jt- > transports. 

• r* ; Pour Ic minister; des 

£. Transports. les priorit«fs 
, - I? ne manquent pas. 11 est 
. * . primordial pour lui de 
.s'auaquer au dossier 
!■ dcs bus publics qui 
>emblent souvent a 
ife pf I'asonie d.tns les mon- 
gE tees de la capitale jor- 
■ ■'Hb djmenne. Dans les six 
MBW moi< a venir. un projet 
WiL?- de pnvatisaiion des 
services de bus va ctre 
e- depose par le ministere 
des Transports. La 
grande municipalitc 
d'Ammjn dev rail ctre di- 
visee en trois ou quatre zones, 
chacunc clam eontiee a une 
compagnic privde. -Le role du 
ministere se homeru alors a ce¬ 
lui de supcniscur •• precise 
Naser al Lawzi. -Il dentandera 
aitv entreprises de respecter 
certains conditions, tels que les 
trajets a Mtivre on les tarifs a 

appliquer. •• 

Actuellement. le service des 
bus est assure a 50 c .* par la STP 
qui possede 150 autobus, et la 


po^ uitaSri bord dc 'W P» le secieur pri\ e qui 
l'asphyxie en periode dc rama- - ^ TL', SiJTilSS 


dan. une ligne de tramway est a 
I'elude. Unc soeiele auiri- 
chicnnc a etudie la creation 
d'unc ligne entre Suweilch. 
Amman et Zarka. ligne qui pas- 
serait par Mahaia. le theatre 
Romain. Abdali ct I'universite 
de Jordanie. avee en plus une 
petite ligne entre le theatre ro¬ 
main el Ras el Ain. niveau 
financier, ce projet pose encore 
probleme car le gouvemement 
jordanien doit parlieiper au fi¬ 
nance went des infrastructures ■■ 
explique Naser el Lawzi. Mais 
Ic besoin d’un nouveau moycn 


Analyse 


Une bataille electorate mal engagee 

Apres plusieurs semaines de debat, la loi electorate appliquee lors des 
elections legislatives de 1993 a ete adoptee par la chambre des deputes pour 
le prochain suffrage prevu en novembre. Tres decrie a cause du decoupage 
actuel , le systeme «une personne-une voix» s'impose done a nouveau. 


Indubitablement, 

le gouvemement jordanien a 
rempond un succfcs Facile la se¬ 
maine passde en faisant adopter 
Kprovisoirement»Ia loi electo¬ 
rate provisoire numfiro 15 de 
I'annde 1993 par une large ma- 
jorite it la chambre des ddputds. 
Cctte nouvelle victoire contre 
I'opposition s'ajoute t celle rem- 
portee 1 'dtd dernier autour de la 
bataille du prix du pain. Dans 
les deux cas. la maladresse 
d'une cenaine opposition t.prin- 
cipalement le courant Isla- 
mique) a fadlitd la t3che du 
gouvememenL 

L'dpisode dc la semaine der- 
nifere illustre bien cettc consta- 
tation. En effet. voili long- 
temps que le projet de loi 
dleciorale a 6X6 transfdnfi a la 
commission juridique. domindc 
par les islamistes. Subitement, 
ccttc commission a annoned 
quelle avait termind I'examen 
du projet de loi. formulant une 
proposition unique: le rejel total 
du projet qui souhaite con ser¬ 
ver le principe ♦une personne- 
unc voix». systeme ddcrid par 
de nombreux partis politiques 
jord aniens. 

Le 26 janvier dernier, la 
chambre des ddputds a engagd 
ic ddbat sur ce projet de loi. 
Trois camps se sont form £5 par- 
mi les parlementaires: celui du 
soutien total au syst&me pro¬ 
pose. celui du refos et celui de 
1 ‘approbation ^ condition 
d'opdrer quelques modifica¬ 
tions. Mais au bout du compte. 
lonsque I'heure du suffrage est 
arrivde. 51 deputes ont void 
pour Ic maintien provisoire de 
ia loi provisoire. 21 s'y oppo- 
sam. 

Certains observateurs n'ont 
pas pu eacher leur suipefaction 


m 


quant il la date choi- J ^ j.'~ 

sie par les islamistes '**""***^^¥^£1 ' " 

pour engager une ba- 'HrP 

taille^ mal preparde 

engager un ddbat - 

ces vives dc la so- 

Selon dcs informa- : ijf 

lions proven ant de 

Fr^m d'acuon jsla- 

1'approche du ddbut ^ a obtenu une large majority a la Chantbr 

torafe. C «| 1 p^iutnt £ de deputds avec 51 voir pour et 21 contre (photo ^archives). 

1'dcho mddiatique caieul et ont perdu une bataille I'adoption de !a loi t 

donnd & la poldraique concer- s i m p]emenc parce que celle-ci a tidien Al Rat qu'un 

nant les programmes tfildvisds ^ ^ p^parde et lancde 5 un lisee sur ce sujet 

jugds scandaleux diffusds dans ^,,^1 0 u la conjoncrure «que la voix unique 

la nuit du premier de ran. ou p ro picc. i la regression de 

bien au nouveau projet de loi tique*. 

depose visant & inierdire Aucuno alternative Ce qui restc le pi 

I'alcool. Us voulaient ddmontrer nfm>os A e est que tout le mont 

5 l'opinion publique que le gou- p, £^ on 5 jSc|uen c e s de ce vote *n» «pe lot a b 

vemement el les ddputds qui le auiourd'liui prdvisibles: amendde. mats qu 

souuennent dtaiem sails face » ^ n continuer de « propose d alien 

^ unc majontd de 1 opinion zj^ tenir sa P rK>sition et la lutte gre le Tan que ce dd 
publique opposde t ce syslime ^ nte g 6 lectorate va se P“js U f. * [ei 
de voix unique^. " r- . , erl „i obe latives auront Iteu e 

Mais ils n’ont pas su coor- nolitiaues e? so- prochain: il reste ( 

Hnnner tenrs pffrtrtS avec CfiUX int6relS P° l l,qUCS StV mnk 


La loi dlectorale a obtenu une large majority a la Clusmbre des 


calcul et ont perdu une bataille 
simplemenc parce que celle-ci a 
etd mal prdparde et I anode 5 un 
moment ou la conjoncrure 
n'dtait pas propicc. 


unc majoritd de 1 'opinion 
publique opposde & ce systdme 
de voix unique^. 

Mais ils n'ont pas su coor- 
donner fours efforts avec ceux 


I'adoption de !a loi dans Ic quo- 
tidien Al Rat qu'unc etude rda- 
lisee sur ce sujet ddmontrait 
«que ia voix unique contribuait 
^ la regression de la vie poli- 
tique^. 

Ce qui restc le plus dtonnant 
est que tout le monde reconnaft 
que cctte lot a besoin d'dtre 
amende, mais que peraonne 
ne propose d'altemative. mal- 
gre Ic fait que ce ddbat dure de¬ 
pute 19931 Les dlections legis¬ 
latives auront lieu en novembre 
prochain: il reste done encore 


donner fours efforts avec ceux J™* .JJJ’ ■ neuf mois pendant Icsquels de 

d’autrcs formations politiques.. c,au ^ t ®" j u ddputd nouvelles surprises peuvent cn- 

se privant ainsi de voix suscep- . Raouf Rawab . core avoir lieu dans cc ddbat 

nblesde voter eon«eeprojet. c ffi ^ { e b ^ aul0 urde la loi dleanrale.B 

11 savfcre aujourd hut que les s ^ * Cehii-ci . 

islamistes om fait un mauvais J i en deinain de Suleiman Sweiss 


Economie regionale 

Une necessaire cooperation 

Avec la recente signature d’accords de 

cooperation, la Syrie et le Uban ceuvrent au ' 
rapprochement de leurs Economies. Un exemple de 
cooperation qui devrait itre imite dans la region. 


pour doiservir les. \illes situccs 
autour d'Amman. 

Apres les conges de I’AYd el 
Fitr. unc premiere privatisation 
doit eire le point de depart dc 
ce volumineux dossier dcs 
transports. La ligne Express 
Airport Route a en effet dtd 
confide 5 une socicte privde 
jordanienne qui assurcra ddsor- 
mais 24 heures sur 24 un ser¬ 
vice de bus entre Cadropon et la 
basse viilc pour Ic prix d'un di- 
nar.B 

Oroub el Abed 


Tres differents par 

leur histoire et leur gdographie. 
le Liban ec la Syne semblent 
aujourd'hui pousses vers one 
integration econo mi que. Voila 
quelques semaines. fours deux 
gouvemements signal ent des 
accords dconomiques rappro- 
chant dnormdmest Ubanais et 
les Syriens. Cest en effet le 12 
janvier que le comite ofHctel 
de suivi et de coordinarion 
syro-libanaise a adopid des me- 
sures destindes it encourager 
les invesnssements, dtablir des 
posies frontaliers comimtns et 
eliminer la double imposition 
cn ce qui conceme rim pot sur 
le revenu. Et ce comild uavailfo 
actuellement sur de nouveKes 
mesures destirtees a Her encore 
plus les deux Economies. 

Les racines d'un tel rap- 
prochemenL existaiem ddjl 
Grace a la France et sa parte- 
naire de 1 'dpoque. la Grande- 
Bretagne. cetze region a subi 
une partition politique juste 
apres la premiere guerre mon¬ 
diale. Dans les arafoes 20 a eld 
cr£e une i£publique libanaise 
separee de la Syrie. les 
deux eiam alors pla¬ 
cets sous b tutelie 
franfaise. 

Aujourd'hui. on est 
cn train d'essayer de 
gommer les differen¬ 
ces economiqucs entre >•' 
Beyrouth ei Damas. jgy 
Bien quun fosse se- Vir 
pare l economie socia- 
liste syrienne des 
hommes" d’affaires li- 
banais qui foni panic 
des plus capitalistes de 
la region, des rap¬ 
prochements sent pos¬ 
sibles. 

A I'instar des efforts 
d'inttigration entre les 
six Economies du 
Golfe. et un pai 
comme les Palesti¬ 
niens avec les Jorda- 
niens. le Liban et la 
Syrie se dirigent done 
vers une union econo- Aim 
mique. Le premier Ubca 


ministre tibanais-Rafiq Hariri a 
lui merne rappell voib 
quelques jours que bien que les 
difficulties. & r£soudre restaient 
tr&s nombreuses, I! n'existait 
pas cfautre choix que celui de 
rint£gratibtt 

Dans cette fire de globalise 
tion. b marge de manoeuvre 
est ires fitroite pour les petites 
economies comme celle de La 
Jordanie ou celle de la Syrie. 
Ou bien elles s'ouvrent sur 
cTainrcs Economies, b rfigion et 
le marelfo mondial, ou elles 
contmuent d'assurer un faible 
niveau de vie. Certains parlent - 
me me d'une intdgration regio¬ 
nale encore plus importante. 
entre Israel et ses voisins. 11 est 
bien sur bien trap tot pour cela. 
mais cette possibility requiert 
une reflexion appro fond! e. loin 
des sentiments haineux inspires 
par b politique extr£miste du 
Likoud. 

Lier les economies 
arabes 

Mais commen^ons d'abord 
par essayer de lier les £cono- 


mies arabes selon les canevas. 
suivants: Liban/Syrie.Jordawe/ 
Palestine et Arabic saoudite/.... 
Pays du Golfe. L'integration 
syro-libanaise est un fait plus 
reel que jamais; et les relations 
.dconomiques entre les pays du 
Golfe sont sur la ; bonne vote. 
Mais qu'en est-il de la Jordanie ; 
el des Palestiniens? En fait, tl 
est dans 1 'inttiret des deux peu- ■ \ 
pies tfaugmenter leurs tichan- 
ges.. Cependant Israel com- .- 
plique actuellement. ces echang-. 
es entire les deux rives do Jour- 
-dain:-". 

- L'avenir-de la petite Jordanie 
ou du petit. Liban est prficaire 
sans pools dconomiques sol ides 
avec les Syriens.. .' 

11 va sans dire que les Sy- 
riehs pduveht eux atxssi profiler 
de ces liens. Car Ds-sont tout 
comme les Palesrimeqs. b Jor- 
daniensou les Libahais.iricapa-’ 
bles de survivre dans'T&at qc-= - 
mel de divisions L cl- feAnonque, 
de coordination -fconomique ^ 
qui existe dans brfi^onJI . 

' Kiad al Kbouri - 
• ’ MEBASiA^LL. 

4 . . :• t’,,. 
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A Vintage de Beyrouth en pleine reconstructionVeconomic du 
Liban est au/ourd f hui a la recherche d’un nouvet elan. 


Decouverte 

Amman ouvre son coeur 

Pour la premiere fois, une grande foire culturelle 
et artistique se deroule a l 1 occasion du ramadan . 
Celle-ci a lieu dans le quartier le plus populaire 
d f Amman, au coeur de la basse-ville 


Le tout nouveau 

bailment de la municipality du 
Grand Amman (MGA) abrite k 
('occasion du ramadan une im¬ 
portante manifestation qui re- 
donne la capitale jordanienne 
sa grandeur culturelle 
Le lieu choisi pour cons- 
truire cet etablissement public 
est tres important Situ£ a c 6t6 
des sources de Ras al Ain, au 
coeur de la basse-ville. il oc- 
cupe un terrain qui sett de liai¬ 
son entre le vieil Amman et ses 
nouveaux quartiers. Un endroit 
id£al pour organiser une grande 
manifestation culturelle popu¬ 
laire. 

A I'initiative du secretaire 
g£n£ral de la MGA. Dr Mah¬ 
moud al-Abbadi. une foire cul¬ 
ture! le et artistique a ouvert ses 
portes le 28 janvier dernier, ac- 
cueillant le jour de son inaugu¬ 
ration plusieurs mi fliers de per¬ 
sonnes. 

Celle-ci a pour but de redon- 
ner un peu d'&me b. la ville pour 
les dix demifires nuits du rama¬ 
dan. 

Des activifos ont lieu .fi la 
fois a l'inforieur et 1 ’extfirieur 
du bfitimenL Un espace de jeux 
permet aux en fonts de profiler 
de balangoires alors qu'tine 
sefene accueilfe chaque soir des 
spectacles folkloriques ou des 
concerts de chants religieux. 
C'est Ifi aussi que se dfiroufont 
de nombreuses discussions, 
ainsi que des conferences fai- 

EnriHson delafite 
def^elF^jeSUff: 
ne para&ra pasta 
semaimprdchaine, 
jeudi 13ftforier. / 


sent voyager les curieux fi tra¬ 
vels les conies de 1'Orienu Des 
d£bats ani.mds par des hauls 
fonctionnaires de I'Etat ont eux 
aborde des thfimes comme ce¬ 
lui de Chistaire de la ville 
(f Amman, de la vie de ses ha¬ 
bitants. L'urbanisation des 
gran des villes vue fi travers des 
oeuvres liti£raire$ a elle et£ au 
coeur d'une conf£renw 5 b- 
quelle participait I'dcrivain 
d’origine jordanienne Abdel- 
rahman Munif. 

A l'intfirieur du bStiment se 
ddroule une exposition d'art et 
d'artisanat jordanien, exposi¬ 
tion qui devrait se prolongcr 
tout au long du mois de fdvrier. 

Four la fin du ramadan et la 
fSte dc Tald. difffirents groupes 
de musique arabe viendront 
donner un conceit, un feu 


d'artifice Scant aussi pngvu. 

Pour Dr Saed Quammouh, 
responsable des relations pu- 
bliques fi la MGA. 
I'organisation de cette foire- 
confirme le retour de la vie au 
coeur me me d'Amman. EHe est 
appefoe a devenrr une manifes- 
btion annuelle grflee fi laquefle 
ies ci tad ins pourront etre au 
courant des activates de four 
ville et de ses projets. 

GrSce & ce lieu qui sert de 
lien entre le pass£ et le present 
d'Amman, Saed Qammouh 
espfire que les classes popu- 
bires auront un meilleur accfes 
a la culture. Une phrlosophie 
qu'il resume ainsi: «la culture: 
ci la pensec doivent Stre les 
droits de tous les citoyens* Jp 

Chedid Abdallah 


C’est la vie 3 

L'agenda fran^ais d'Anurian • . 
Cinema 

Cycle «Polai> consacre aux films policiere. 

Le 10 fevrier k 20h3Q au Centre cultural francaisJVTofnrais 
sang. 

Le 17 Kvrier a 20h30, Poussttre d'ange 


Exposition 


Amanda Shedadeh, 
4 partir du 17 f6- 
vrier, au Centre 
culture! fran^ais. 
Pour la premiere 
fois, cette jeune 
peintre, qui vit en 
Angleterre, expose 
en Jordanie 
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Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre. 6610 ‘'W 7 

Aniencaji Centre Library. 82010! 

Bnlish Council.. ' '^vTij-i/a 

ftench Cultural Centre. 617009 

Goethe Institute." 641993 

SSSSS5S^^'gj« 

H=y,ArBCe„«-ZZlSgSs 

yIw M A.“. 641793 

Danu a! Funun'.JJJS 

Baladna An Gallery..|«y5 

Mm! AiSSSf 1 ^^”-””675571 

iNawl & Hi sham s Theatre.625155 


Concord Cinema. 677420 

Plaza Cinema.#99238 

Philadelphia Cinema ...6.34144 

Sports Oubs 

A1 Hussein Spans City.667181/5 

Orthodox Club..... 810491 

Royal Automobile Club.815410 

Royal Shooting Club___736572 

■ Royal Chess Club....673713 

Royal Racing Club_09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club.676990 

Amman Mun. Library.636111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.-.843555 

R.S.C.N. 837931/837937 



Government Depts. 


To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the; 
of SAee.VAY Bldg. 6SHNANA Center - Jabal Alhussien & DOWNTOWN call 680367 


Tbc Prime Ministry.641211 

Amman Greater Municipality-636111 

Agriculture...._.-.6S6I51 

AwqaT & Islamic Affairs.-.666141 

Culture I Jabal Amman —.636391 

Education & Higher Education.669181 

Energy & Mineral Resources.SI56I5 

Finance _.-.636321 

Foreign Affairs..644361 

Industry & Trade.663191 

Information...W1467 

Interior Ministry_*..663111 

Justice.-.-.663101 


Labour.....698186 

Municipalities & Environment.641393 

Parliamentary Affairs.. 641211 

Planning .644466 

Post & Communications..624301 


Public Health ... 

Public Works & Housing _ 

....... 665131 

.. 668481 


. 673191 

Supplies.... 

. 602121 

Tourism & Antiquities.. 

. 642311 

.641461 



Youth / University.. 

. 604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian ..641271/2 

Australian. 673246/7 

tn . ar ?.644635 

E 3 "™. 01 .664148/9 

g r “ z ? lian . 6421 S3 

Bulgarian . 818151 

£f?, ad,an . 666124 

S h,,ean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559, 

.671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate S24654/8" , 4676 

£ ref Kh . 641273/4 

Gentian . 689351 

Greek. 671331/2 

Hungarian..815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 698851 

Indian. 637261 

Indonesian. 82891! 

Iraqi . 639331 

Ral'an.638185 

Japanese . 672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate.... 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani.686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines . 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian. 814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki.683905/704960 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa.811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish . 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian ... 641076 

Taiwan.'.. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish .... 641251 

U.A.E. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom..823100 

United Slates.820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

1CRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA .- 607398 

UNICEF. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 


Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot. 641510 

Aeromexico.. 694802 

Air Canada__630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alyemda (Air yemen)...._653691 

American West Airlines.694802 

America Airlines.. 669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines ... 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines......643661 

Egypt Air...630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines. 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan Airlines . 630879 

KLM -.622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines_643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines.640200 

PIA . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas....862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines...676177 

Sudan Airlines...694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAir.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines . 659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport (08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info...(08) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels 


Al-Cazar . 314131 

Aqaba--314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina l ..-.316250 

Coral Beach__313521 

Holiday Inf!_312426 

Miramar.. 314340 


important Numbers 


Emergencies 


Police. 

Civil Defence H.Q. 

Fire Brigade. 

Ambulance. 

Blood Bank . 


. 1**2/621111 
193/198/1**9 
622(190/9? 

. 199 

. 77512! 


! 


Traffic Police.625443/639703 

Traffic Accidents .897467/S 

Highway Police.7X7 11 1 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

Al-Ahli. Abduli.06416-1/6 

Al-Bashir. Asliraficli....775l 1 1/26 

Al-Muasher Hospital. 667227/9 

Amul Hospital.674155 

Army. Murku.W1611 /15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813X13 

1 lal ian- Al-M uhajrecn.777101/5 

Jabal Amman Maternity... (>42362 

Khalcdi Maternity.t>44281/h 

Malhas. J. Amman.636141 

Palestine, Shmcisuni.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints. 121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hold complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.05639U/VI 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 


.■ifrn 


Hotel Suites 

_® Luxury; TeI 
® Comfort ~ 

@ Service ^ 
® Location J 


Sweifvieh 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


.V: KJ 

~. v*' .-^.V 
", .. 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 




CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room ..I 


7KAVZLL&G ? 

I M* JfanJle if 


to 

**(>*«&. S .-lO. s i -Z7.^ V..U...L 

“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal ” 

“ Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
now a .* Pizza Hm ” 



p f HOSPITALITY 
> r== ^ 




True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 


Many Villas & A parte menus 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
call 


TeL 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdou n. AI mou htuscb Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



Tel :666705 


Special offer 

From 1 unfit 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pima for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 





To Advertise in this 
space, call us at 

652-380 


Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DarotIJo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


: /* 


Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

O Body skin treatment 
<9 Make-up 

O European manicures A 
padkuns 


Make Car 

Rental Simple 

Shn-eisaiii 

T.:. ,<£??? 




ii-isr-s w v 

logo-*': 


Cafe Restaurant 

Different 








The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 
Take away is available 

Open daily l2:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


EHa 

Your first choice in Aqaba 

AQABA GULF HOTEL 
* * * * 

For reservations call (03) 316636 1 

Fax (03)318246 | 



<wirc -m 

td: 77S'I l »y I'i!': 1(1 


^ m cm fot imics services - 

A * Professional JOrycleaning 

v 

. . *Eogrming 

*Upkotstery A Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber A Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Teh€79947 & 821656 


carriage CARRIAGE 

^ Rent a Car 


Safe \v a v - T e 1: 6 8 5 3 11 



Al*V2rtlS£ 

'"inthis 

C- L _d_lL 

U.S 112 



7th circle. Tel. 820099 




re: i-r*:#:. 


Boutscxes itersrac.-: 2~ .’.Ir.ryr.c:: 2 


v-V * »W*' 


BERJJ BERGER fc* A 

wiltc % sizes VJM1Y —r 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center ; Mecca St. Phone : 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


: b'i 


•y.’Cf .7^: Si- -r^a 

u J v «-i T x- Le y -•‘L/ A.. mJ O ir jr W sJr' tvP __ 


^ a,’ Wasfi Al- Tal SL 

HSaw&sCjfex Tel: 695180 

Fax: 682525 


we oner;- 5 ^ \ 

❖ Compuierized Engine Check 4- Electro Mechanical car check 
•J* Automatic & Manual car wash services wheel balance maintanancc % ^ ^ 

v Oil Change ^araxesl 

Wasfi AI-TaISL Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 



CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


^ Not all “ cafe’s “ are 
created equal 

^ A Touch Of Class In 

True Arabian Style 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


7-h. rr^>. 


r '-_l jll- • ■ - . 

-c.—rj-'r'y ^ ‘ i»- j,. ■ 


Al- Shmeisani, NearAta Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel698005 
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Computer & IT 
companies 

Welcome to The 
Star’s Workstation, 
the absolute source 
on what’s hot and 
what’s not in Jor¬ 
dan’s IT market. 
Fax us on 648298 or 
email us at 
Star@NETS.com. Jo 
with your news and 
views. 


What we need is a commitment I i n TE R F A C 


The need for country-wide ‘Points of Presence 9 for 
Internet service providers 

Haves and have-nots 


By Javrad Abbassi 

Special to The Star 


servers) which is connected 
by leased lines to another ISP 
CYRFR sPArp • • on the Internet, the type of 

v-TDCK is. in a computer servers can range a loc 

sense, the virtual replication from high level Intel-based own a 

ot societies and cultures; PCs to heavy duty UNIX geogr 

email addresses reflect machines, just as the bond- chat i 

national origin, through the width of the leased line can main i 

last two letters of every vary from 9.6 kbps to more or, evi 

address (JO for Jordan and than 45mbps. One 

EG for Egypt), web pages Once this initial setup is ISPs 1 
belong to parties ranging established, the ISP stans off is ur 

from Harvard university__ 

to the small antiques T7 • - 1 . 

shops in Western dRKV* K = -.' - . f,- 

Amman and news m-A'-'- 

groups cater for debates Iff -'•v./f?* jrSS’Mfe 

and discussions on •'i |Tr °. * J^ ‘ JFT'tWfeffi 

issues of interest to all 4ms' c ' 
tastes and nationalities. 

This is paralleled by the [iiWRN 
fact that Internet service 
providers (ISPs) are «==;-- V.-' V : 4HPl 

mushrooming around J ---=- 

the world's different The have-nots (left), compared to the haves 
countries and coniribut- 


ifrifo ..We-’ 






ing to the drastic, increases in 
Cyber space users. 

The virtual life of Cyber 
space is also, and quite 
unfortunately, similar to real 
life in that inequality in 
opportunities and fortunes 
abound in it just as is the 
case in real life. 

This inequality of access is 
vividly manifested by the 
fact that the Internet is not as 
readily accessible in all the 
parts of a country, which is 
supposedly Internet on-line. 

To understand this issue, 
one must look at the basic 
underlining technology 
adopted by ISPs around the 
world to provide Internet 
access and services: Any 
ISP's initial investment 
would be in a suite of com¬ 
puter servers running neces¬ 
sary software (usually 
includes mail, web. and news 


by providing access to its 
servers through what is 
referred to as a Point Of 
Presence (POP), which can 
be loosely defined as the pool 
of modems connected to a 
router or to a serial expan¬ 
sion card that provides the 
subscribers of the ISP with 
the access over phone lines to 
its Internet servers. 

Once this initial setup is up 
and running. ISPs usually 
expand through increasing 
their POPs to other geo¬ 
graphic locations. This is 
done by connecting a router 
and a pool of modems, 
through a leased line, to the 
servers without the need for 
extra Internet servers or 
investing in another connec¬ 
tion to the Internet. 

Basically, this is how big 
players in the Internet's larg¬ 
est market—the USA—such 


as America.On.Line. IDT and 
AT&T offer their customers 
the ability to connect through 
a local phone call in their 
own area. They provide many 
geographic areas with POPs 
that connect users to their 
main servers with only a local 
or, even, free phone call. 

Once the issue of how on 
ISPs Point Of Presence works 
is understood, it becomes 
quite clear how 
"" H Jordan’s Internet 

B fr service providers 

& are contributing to 

j&J the current 

3 * inequality. 

- The ISPs in Jor- 

| - r )Mf dan have only one 

I ; M‘ POP in their own 

I location. This 

I means that only 

——— subscribers from 

haves Amman have the 

privilege of a local 
phone call to use the Internet. 

Therefore, subscribers in , 
Irbid, where two major Uni- i 
versities are situated, or in 
the busy port city of Aqaba 
must add to their subscription 
bill the cost of the national 
phone calls they have to make 
to log on to their accounts. 

With prices for subscrip¬ 
tions. especially for Web 
access, being—in the words 
of one Internet user- 
“prohibitive"— the fact that 
many people in the country 
will have to add a hefty 
charge of national phone calls 
to use the servers In Amman 
adds to the prohibitive nature 
of the cosL 

It explains why the spread 
of Internet use outside 
Amman is quite slow. 
Another reason is the concen¬ 
tration of all marketing 
efforts by companies in 


Reference to last week'S arti¬ 
cle ‘More Bandwidth 
Please ’, by Jttwad Abbassi, a 
Star reader, Mr Bashar Ara- 
feh writes: 

WHEN A reporter from AD 
Dustour daily asked me. 
some days ago, what my 
wishes for 1997 were con¬ 
cerning the IT industry. I 
replied that 1 hoped to see 
decreases in taxes on ps 
computers, to allow the 
Internet to spread more. ■ 
reaching more and more H 
homes in Jordan: because. |9 
as we all know, it will be H 
the basic means of educa- H 
tton in the coming years! fl 

Upon reading what Mr H 
Abbassi wrote in his arti- W 
cle. (The Star ’s Worksta- J 
lion 30 January), suggest- jk. 
ing a publicly owned ^ 
Internet connection, 1 say 
that even if prices of comput¬ 
ers go down by about a third, 
which is almost the tariff plus 
taxes we pay for them in Jor¬ 
dan. it would be extremely 
difficult for a normal home 
user to upgrade his techno- 
status from a computer liter¬ 
ate user to an Internet literate 
one. 

1 say this because prices 
for connecting to the Internet 
are extremely high, compared 
to anywhere else in the 
world. This is mainly due to 
the price of the bandwidth 


that any supplier must pay. 
in order lo offer his custom¬ 
ers a sensible Internet 
connection. 

I say ail of this to second 
what Mr Abbassi proposed 
concerning a public owned 
connection and reiterate.that 
the main issue is : 

What is the concept that 
the government wants to 




pursue? 

Does it want to keep the 
Internet limited to a certain 
level of users, or does it want 
to popularize it so that most 
of our “Internet hungry" peo¬ 
ple can enjoy easy access, 
taking into account it's enor¬ 
mous impact on the educa¬ 
tion of the coming 
generation. 

This concept should be 
the driving force for any 
governmental decision, 
before thinking of the return 
on investment and so on. 


The most popular sites 
on the Web 

• According to a study by 
PC-Meter, which determined 
the top five World Wide Web 
sites, it turned out that Amer¬ 
ica On-Line's site was the 
most popular, accounting for 
a staggering 40.3 percent of 
activity on the Web. 

Second came the Yahoo 
site, third was the Netscape 
site while fourth and fifth 
positions were taken by Web 
Crawler and Microsoft 

Amman. In fact. Western 
Amman to be precise. 

It seems Amman will 
always have a disproportion¬ 
ate number of Internet haves, 
unless ISPs decide to expand 
their services by establishing 
POPs in Jordan’s other major 
cities and tap into the market 
of Jordan's Internet have- 
nots. ■ 

email: 

abbassi @ nets.com.jo 


News update 


-respectively. Following this 
bit of news. America On- 
Line's site probably repre¬ 
sents the best spot’ on the 
World Wide Web for adver¬ 
tising and it is already gener¬ 
ating considerable revenues. 

What's more, the figures 
prove again that the vast 
majority of Web users come 
from the United States. 

Novell’s ‘Product Pro¬ 
motions' strategy 

• As pan of its aim to con¬ 
tinuously support its existing 
users, and create goodwill 
among already satisfied cus¬ 
tomers. Novell has adopted a 
"Product Promotion* strategy 
by which you can receive 
free or very low priced 
upgrades on software. 

For example, up until late 
Iasi month. Novell was offer¬ 
ing a free upgrade to Intra- 
netWarc for NetWare 4.x 
customers and a GroupWise 
5.0 upgrade for version 4.1 
users, among other products. 


Well, it lakes more prac¬ 
tice than words, should the 
government opt for the later 
choice, there is a need to go 
one step ahead and translate 
that choice into action by 
being a main distributor of 
bandwidths and acting only 
as a regulatory establish¬ 
ment, similar to that of tele¬ 
communication. if not the 
some one even. 

“ 1 also ,go beyond Mr 

Abbassi's good gesture of 
detailing how to make 
this investment pay back, 
to add that the govern¬ 
ment will be making its 
money back from differ- 
N, ent sources such as the 
£ return on increased tele- 
St phone calls resulting from 
m more Internet access, and 
i| also from taxes and per- 
® centages taken from sup¬ 
pliers and so forth. 

We, in Jordan, should 
receive a clear answer froth 
our government, concerning 
the Internet, which is to be 
translated into work: and I 
think a public, wide band¬ 
width for Jordan is the back¬ 
bone. 

The measure of its success 
may not be realized to the 
full now, but it will surely be 
felt by the generations to 
come. ■ 

email: 

B A rafeh-i deal <§> nets. 

com. jo 


It is expected that there is 
more to come, so, to receive 
any additional information 
on these opportunities con¬ 
tact Novell Middle East in 
Dubai on telephone ++9714 
316444. 

Compaq announce a new 
series of Presario PCs 

• Compaq Middle East has 
announced the availability of 
its latest Presario series in 
the Middle East, including 
the Presario 3000, 4000 and 
others. 

All new Presario PCs come 
with advanced multimedia 
and Internet capabilities, and 
are aimed at demanding 
home users or power hungry 
office users, with a choice of 
Pentium processors from 
166MHz all the way up to 
200MHz. 

For more information on 
the new Compaq Presario 
series, contact Ideal Tech on 
telephone 688123. 


BV ZEIO NASSER 

Beware: Computers could 
damage your health! 

JUST IMAGINE an advertisement that f a - v J*> , J!!!?“ s l f V e 
are bad for you", for a change, instead ot the massive 
media bombardment we receive cvcjyday telling jj-^ 
computing is ‘the best thing that ever pul on 

ity\ What I'm referring to are the reports coming out on 
the side-effects of the intensive use of computers on human 
health. As you probably know already, one particular ut* 
ease stands out. which is Repetitive Stress Injury (Rb ). 

Basically. RSI results from the excessive repctiuon oi 
.the same movements in . fingers, hands and ar, ” s \ 
you're typing, you will notice that certain muscles . 
hands and arms are subjected to pressure, more than o - 
Also, as a result, your hand and arm nerves tall unutT_ ■ KJL 
too. The results of this stress include pain and a gradual 
weakening in your muscles, coupled with nerve dam S • 
severe cases, the result could be the loss ol control o 
finger movements! Patients with severe RSI cases cannot 
carry heavy items or conduct regular chores that Ucmana 
complete control over their hands. Shaking hands ana arm 
is a common symptom of severe RSI. . . 

According to studies conducted by researchers in inc 
United States, there arc over 185.000 cases of RSI annually 
among employees. To understand how serious this figure 
is, consider the fact that it actually represents hall ot lire 
total figure for work injuries in the United States annually. 

If you think that RSI is your major concern, then you 
should know that there are other emerging computer- 
related disorders too. With the fast-paced spread ol multi¬ 
media tools and equipment in the_personal computer indus¬ 
try, another health concern is arising. 

Apparently, the amount of electro-magnetic waves we 
are subjected to is on the increase. This, as it is medically 
proven, can be hazardous to your health. . 

From the simple side-effects of headaches, fatigue and ^ 
feeling generally down to the much marc serious infections 
of the eye or the skin: electro-magnetic-induccd disorders 
are rising in the work place. Once again, there arc figures 
from the American work place to substantiate these cases. 
The United States loses some $200 million a year, as a 
result of electromagnetic pollution, as it involves sick 
leaves for employees and lower productivity resulting from 
health problems. In fact, aside from the physical effects, 
there is evidence that over-exposure to electro-magnetic 
waves can also cause mental and physiological disorders. 
Some doctors believe that it could result in depression or 
aggressiveness. These findings arc quite alarming, consid¬ 
ering the massive penetration of computers into our daily 
lives; at the office, in the school and at the home. 

Already, there arc a number of recommendations made 
by doctors to decrease the effects of repetitive stress and 
electromagnetic exposure. For starters, always make sure 
you arc well seated, observing proper back posture, and 
stretching your arms the right distance so that your finger 
tips touch the keyboard normally. Also, use chairs with 
arm rests to lessen pressure on your arms and to limit their 
movement. As for your fingers and palms, it is worth 
adopting one of the new 'ergonomic keyboards'. It really 
makes a difference. Of course, for you to operate it well, 
you need to be trained as touch-typist, so you'll have to 
change your two-finger typing habit. This is good, consid¬ 
ering that it is a healthier way to type. 

Anyway, you can be sure that this isn't the last you will 
hear of computer related disorders. Like anything eisc in 
our lives, computing comes with its hazards. We've always 
known that our eyes could suffer from excessive staring 
into a monitor, but apparently there’s more to be concerned 
about! In the meantime, it's worth educating yourself on 
how to enjoy a life of healthy, happy computing. ■ 




Holyfield-Tyson rematch set for 3 May 


By Jennifer Frey 

LA Tim es- Wash ing ton Post 
News sen’ice 

NEW YORK—Don King gave 
his interpretation of Macbeth 
and William Faulkner, quoted 
Ernest Hemingway and paused 
to give tribute to both Snoop 
Doggy Dog and Spike Lee. 
Mike Tyson yawned. Evander 
Holyfield simply smiled and 
laughed. 

At a news conference that 
included all of boxing's usual 
bizarreness. King dubbed the 
coming rematch 3 May in Las 
'Vegas' between Holyfield and 
Tyson "The Sound and the 
Fury" and. when he paused 
long enough to let Tyson gel a 
word in, beamed as his fighter 
declared that he would knock 
out Holyfield the second time 
around. 

“I didn't fight that well." 
Tyson said, “and I promise I'll 
be better next fight. ... I'm 
looking for a knockout." 

Holyfield. who stunned 
almost everyone when he 
defeated Tyson with an llth- 
round technical knockout on 
lust 9 November . refused to 
gel drawn into all the hype and 
the hoopla. Instead, he calmly 
referred to the rematch as a 
“big challenge" and insisted 
thai he felt no qualms about 
giving Tyson the chance to 
take his heavyweight title 



Can Holyfield make it and beat Tyson again? 


away. 

“The man gave me an 
opportunity and I took the 
opportunity." Holyfield said, 
when asked, repeatedly, why 
he would agree to a fight from 
which he had nothing to gain, 
save of course for a big pay¬ 
day. “1 feel that it's only right 
to give him an opportunity in 
return." 

Tyson seemed to acknowl¬ 
edge Monday that be was not 


os well prepared for the first 
fight as he should have been, 
and vowed to be in the best 
shape of his life in May. And 
after admitting that the entire 
Tyson team viewed Holyfield 
as something of a joke in the 
first matchup, John Home, one 
of Tyson’s managers, said 
Monday that “come 3 May. 
Evander Holyfield will get the 
Mike Tyson he really wants.” 

Still, Tyson didn't seem to 


have had much of an attitude 
adjustment when it came to his 
assessment of Holyfield. 

"Whatever opinion I had of 
him the last fight, my opinion 
hasn't changed," Tyson said. 
"I know that I'm going to beat 
him." 

With a career record of 45- 
2, Tyson never before has 
faced a fighter who has beaten 
him. Buster Douglas, the only 
boxer ever to knock out 


Barcelona board backs Robson 
ahead of vital cup clash 


BARCELONA—Barcelona's club board 
rave coach Bobby Robson a vote of con- 
idence ahead of Thursday's vital Spanish 
Sup clash with Real Madrid. 

The former England coach has also 
>een backed by a group of fans who took 
>ut a newspaper advqrt asking for 
'respect, justice and support" for Robson. 

He had been heavily criticized in the 
wake of his side's 2-2 draw with Oviedo, 
l game they had led 2-0. 

It was the second time in less than a 
nonth that Barcelona had thrown away a 
2-0 lead at home. But despite the setback 
he board has restated its "absolute and 
mmpleie" confidence in the team, includ¬ 
ing the coach. 

"At the moment there are do objective 
:ircumstances which could justify lack of 
zonfidencc in the team." said club spokes¬ 
man Jose Maria Ancras- 


Antras explained that the club's posi¬ 
tion would not change in the near future. 

“It could be we don't get through the 
Cup tie...and it's also possible that we 
don’t beat Espanyol in the league (on 
Sunday) but even then the board will 
continue offering its complete confi¬ 
dence in the team." he said. Rumors of 
possible replacements for Robson are 
rife. 

The Barcelona daily 'El Periodico de 
Caialuna' on Tuesday pointed to Ajax 
coach Louis van Goal as the next man to 
take over the hot seat in the Comp Nou 
stadium. 

Sports daily 'El Mundo Deportivo' 
carried an interview with Robson in 
which he hit out at his critics. 

"There are people who will not stop 
until they have managed to finish me. 
Reading the newspapers at times 1 feel as 


if they were shooting nt me." said 
Robson. 

The city’s press was also attacked by a 
group of fans who took out an advert to 
support a man they called “a coach of 
international prestige" and a “polite and 
expert professional." 

“Robson has been condemned by a 
large part of Catalan sports journalism" 
read the advert, which gave a contact tel¬ 
ephone and the number of an account to 
which donations to the Robson support 
group could be made. 

An ankle injury has left Barcelona 
goalkeeper Vitor Baia doubtful for 
Thursday's fourth round tie. Robson's 
side take a 3-2 advantage from the first 
leg to Madrid. ■ 

Experienced reserve Carlos Busquets 
is likely to take over in the absence of 
the Portuguese international. ■ 


Tyson, did not meet Tyson in a 
rematch. And Douglas and 
Holyfield have another thing 
in common—a strong left jab. 
When asked how he would 
react to Holy field’s left jab in 
the second meeting, Tyson 
was abrupt. 

“I'm going to knock the 
man out" he said. 

Holyfield made frequent ref¬ 
erences to his religious devo¬ 
tion and its role in his life ihe 
first time these two fighters 
met, and, in the process, he 
turned the bout into a battle 
between the devout Christian 
and the convicted rapist, with 
“good" triumphing over “evil" 
in the end. Monday, King tried 
to put his own spin on the 
rematch. 

And what a spin it was.-In a 
rather lengthy—and at times 
utterly bewildering— 

dissertation. King expounded 
on the true meaning of Shake¬ 
speare’s Macbeth (his version) 
and how he came to see this 
fight as the “sound and fury." 
Suffice it to say. it was an 
interesting choice of words, 
when taken in the context of 
the full Shakespearean quote 
(“It is a tale told by an idiot, 
full of sound and fury, signify¬ 
ing nothing"). 

King made a lot more sense 
when he talked about topics 
closer to his. own area of 
expertise—i.e., marketing and 
money. 

"The Lord chose Evander to 
be the Prince of Peace or what¬ 
ever." King said. "He touched 
me and said. ‘Get the money!" 

The 34-year-old Holyfield. 
who got SI I million in 
November, will get at least S35 ; 
million in May. Tyson, who ' 
made S30 million in the first ' 
fight, will get at least $20 mil- | 
lion for the rematch. j 

All of King's bluster, how- , 
ever, could not obscure one 
central fact: When Holyfield ' 
agreed to get back in the ring i 
with Tyson, when he agreed to , 
a fight that forces him to prove 
that his own stunning victory 
in November was not a fluke, 
he set the stage for one of the 
most anticipated boxing 
matchups in years. 

“This fight does not need , 
trash talk or hype or any of , 
that" said Jim Thomas, the 

lawyer who brokered the deal 

for ' Holyfield. ^ “This fight 1 
speaks for itself." 

That is. when King isn't 
speaking for it. ■ 
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The 1997 Porsche Boxster, which was recently shown at the international auto show in ' 
DetrioL (PR NewsFoto) 


German F.A. says England should\ 
have talked about World Cup bid \ 


BONN—German soccer 

chiefs said Tuesday that Eng¬ 
land should have consulted 
them before the country 
decided on a rival European 
bid for the 2006 World Cup 
finals. 

The German soccer federa¬ 
tion (DFB), caught up in a row 
which also involves England 
and Europe's governing body 
UEFA over bidding for the 
event, said it had announced 
back in 1993 that it would 
try to gel the finals. 

It feels the English Foot¬ 
ball Association (F.A.) 
should have told Germany 
of its intentions before it 
expressed interest in the 
event much Jater following 
the country’s successful 
hosting of last year’s. Euro¬ 
pean championship. 

“You have to ask the 
question whether a country 
should go to a partner and tell 
them rather chan let them be 
informed through the media," 
DFB spokesman Wolfgang 
Niersbach said. 

“It is normal that, countries 
should talk to each other. I 
told (F.A. official) David 
Davies that we are not happy 
that things started like this. It 
shouldn't happen like that" 

“Perhaps it is forgotten but 
(DFB chief) Egidius Braun 
was a huge supporter of Eng¬ 
land to get Euro 96 at times 
when some people were say¬ 


ing the event can’t go to Eng¬ 
land because of - the 
hooligans.” 

Last Friday UEFA 
announced it would be back¬ 
ing the Germans' campaign, 
setting off outrage ip British 
sporting and political circles. 
The F.A. called the decision 
undemocratic. 

But the Germans believe 
Europe can fend off competi¬ 



tion Cram Africa and South 
America to get the tournament 
only if the continent speaks 
with one voice.' 

They are desperate to avoid 
the kind of costly squabbling 
which marred the contest for 
the 2002 tobmarnent between 
Asian rivals Japan and South 
. Korea. 

The event was eventually 
awarded jointly to the two bit¬ 
ter rivals—a development 
which the Germans say is out 
of the question in this case. 

The F.A.,; whose argument 


is largely with UEFA, has also 
attempted to build bridges 
with the DFB. 

“We have received a fax 
from (F.A chief executive 
Graham) Kelly saying that the 
argument is not with the Gas¬ 
mans and we want to stay 
good friends and colleagues.- 
Niersbach said. ■ 

"There have been no dirtj 
tricks on our part in all this. 

We have always put our 
■ cards firmly on the table." I , 
Germany plans to puilf 
Franz Bechenbauer. thfc 
most successful figure in its 
footballing history, at the top 
of its bid. f 

The former World Cupt 
winning captain and coach 
has agreed to take on the 
same kind of leading role 
which France gave to its fod- 
mer leading light Michel Pl£- 
bnim its successful bid fen- 
the 1998 finals. ? 

The DFB wants to avoiS 
using taxpayers' money dud- 
mg the bidding process bift 
millions of dollars will be 
pumped into rebuilding the 
country's stadia if it wins. 

There are already plans lb 
spend^ around $60 minion 
rebuilding Munich's Olympic 

me last time the country held 
tournament in 1 9ll The- 
Germans plan to pul , 






















